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FREDERICK III. 


King of PRUSSIA. 


IS preſent majeſty Fxeperick III. 
9 king of Pruſſia, is deſcended from 
che ancient and auguſt houſe of 
Brandenburgh ; a houſe which has 
produced ſeveral great and illuſtrious 
patriots, who, in the moſt critical 
and dangerous conjunctures, have expoſed their 
lives in defence of their country and the common 
liberty. But as it is not my deſign to write the 
hiſtory of this princely and reſpectable family, I ſhall 
confine my narration to the glorious actions and 
atchievements of the preſent king, whoſe ſame has 
not only eclipſed the glory of all his great anceſtors, 
but equalled that of the moſt famous heroes of an- 
uquity, and ſhewn, that * moſt potent as 
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of Europe, who are now in combination againſt 
him, are but as foils, to render his ſuperior abili- 
ties the more eminently conſpicuous, Whether we 
conſider him in the capacity of a governor, a legi- 
Lator, or a warrior, we ſhall find him equal to 
the charge, equally aſſiduous, capable, and vigi- 
lant, in publiſhing the high and important duties of 
the ſupreme magiſtrate of the people. But the beſt 
panegyric on this prince is to give a true relation 
of his actions, which will enrich the annals of the 
preſent age, and ſhine with a peculier eclat to 


poſterity. 


But as the early part of the life of this prince 
was paſſed under his father's authority and govern- 
ment, and as his magnanimous behaviour under 
the ſevere diſcipline of that monarch, ſerves very 
much to illuſtrate his character, it will be neceſſary 
to give a ſhort view of that reign. | 

FreperICx-WiLLIAam IT. was born Auguſt 15, 
1688, and on the 28th of November, 1706, mar- 


Tied Sophia Dorothea, daughter of the late George 


Lewis, elector of Hanover, and king of Great- 
Britain. : 

FrxEveRICE, on his acceſſion to the throne, found 
the country almoſt deſtitute of. inhabitants, the 
lands lying waſte and uncultivated, and commerce 
entirely neglected. To remedy theſe evils, he 
formed to himſelf a plan, very Jigorent from that 
purſued by moſt other princes, He ſpent three 
Hundred thouſgnd pounds ſterling in clearing the 
lands that were overgrown with woods, in build- 
ing towns, and in filling them with inhabitants. 
He ſent for great numbers of people from Suabia, 


-Franconia, and Saltzburg, and furniſhed them 


with all manner of tools and inſtruments that were 
proper for their ſeveral occupations. Notwiah, 
itanding all theſe expenccs, ſo great was his œco- 
nomy, that he laid up annually above fifty 9257 
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ſand German crowns, which, in a reign of twenty- 
eight years, amounted to an immenſe ſum. But 
befides the expences of peopling his Kingdom wich 
foreigners, he raiſed and maintained an army of 
fourk e thouſand choice troops, whom he taught 
a wing hy of diſcipline; and yet diminiſhed no- 
thing from his annual depoſit in his treaſury. 
This was owing to his economy, of which he 
was ſo great a lover, that he efiabliſhed a profeſſor 
of it at Hall, to teach it publickly. 

But though be had ſome good qualities, yet bis 
natural diſpoſition was violent and arbitrary, and 
his behaviour remarkably rough and ſavage. 

Among his troops he had one regiment uncom- 
monly tall. This corps he ſpared no pains to 
complete; and as he gave good encouragement, 
he was not long without a very large collection of 
giants, This tell regiment he took delight in re- 
viewing; and ſo careful was he to perpetuate it, 
that when he ſaw a woman uncommonly tall, he 
commanded one of his giants to marry her, hop- 
ing by that means to produce a race of the ſame 
extraordinary ſize. | 

He was equally careful in recruiting. his other 
troops, and this was his method; whenever he 
ſaw a boy, whoſe ſprightlineſs and appearance 
promiſed the qualities of a good ſoldier, he ordered 
a ſort of badge to be put about his neck, and for- 
bid his parents to provide him. any other employ- 
ment. He did not, however, negle& the children 
of his ſoldiers, but erefted an hoſpital for them at 
Potzdam, where he provided them maintenance 
and education; and ſuch was the ſpirit of order 
and diſcipline which he diffuſed amongſt them, as 
redounded greatly to his honour. 

In the year 1740, the king, whoſe health had 
been for ſome time on the decline, became dange- 
rguſly l. His turbulent diſpoſition, however, 
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1 
ſeemed not in the leaſt diminiſhed by his ſickneſs, 
as appeared in his behaviour to his phyſicians, 
whom he reproached in the groſſeſt terms, becauſe 
their preſcriptions were not attended with the de- 
fired fucceſs. They patiently ſubmitted to his in- 
ſalt ; but not ſo did the celebrated Hoffman, who, 
like the reſt, failing to relieve his majeſty, was, 
like them, treated with abuſive language. Hoff- 
man, confcious of his own merit, anſwered, ** I 
cannot, Sire, bear reproaches I do not deſerve. 
I have had recourſe to all the remedies art can 
«« ſupply, or nature admit. I am, indeed, a pro- 
« feſſor by your majeſty's bounty; but if either 
my abilities or integrity are queſtioned, I am 
willing to leave not only the univerſity but the 
kingdom; being ſatisfied that I cannot be ba- 
« niſhed into any place, where the name of Hoff- 
* man will want reſpect.“ The king, who had 
never been uſed to ſuch ſpirited anſwers from any 
of his ſubjects, ſtruck with remorſe for his indecent 
conduct, told Hoffman he had anſwered well, and 
deſired him to continue his attendance. 

But notwithſtanding all the care and ſkill of this 
eminent phyſician, the diſtemper increaſed to that 
height, that the King himſelf was ſenſible that his 
end approached. Upon which he ordered the 
prince his ſon to be called to his bedſide, em- 
braced him, and deſired, among other things, that 
he would receive his eſpouſed wife, and be care- 
ful to perpetuate his tall regiment of grenadiers. 
The prince made him a very reſpectful anſwer, 
yet ſo as to avoid making any promiſes; and the 
king died the 2oth of May, 1740, and was ſuc- 
ceeded in the throne by his eideſt ſon, . 

CHaRLEs FR EDE NICK III. He was born the 
24th of January, 1712. His mother was ſiſter to 
our preſent moſt gracious ſovereign, GEORGE II. 
and was twenty-eight years old when he began his 
reign. 
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reign. Nothing very remarkable was obſerved 
of him in his early age, except bis reſolute and 
undaunted ſpirit, which would never put up an 
affront from any of the young nobles his playfel- 
lows, without ſewing a due refentment, nor was 


| afraid of encountering the ftouteſt of them, and 


Err 


— ˙ a 2 n 
* * * * 


generally came off conqueror. 

In his youth he diſcovered a ſtrong inclination 
for the polite arts; and as the booriſh ſavageneſs 
of his father's court was diſtaſtſul to him, to avoid 
it he ran into the other extreme, and was paſſi- 
onately fond of French breeding. He abominated 
bard drinking, a vice to which the late king was 
greatly addicted. His good ſenſe would not per- 
mit him to comply with the brutiſh cuſtoms fo 
much in vogue in his own country, and therefore, 
as it is generally believed, he reſolved to retire 
from his father's court in the moſt private man- 
ner, and go over to England, and put himſelf un- 
der the protection of his uncle, till either the death 
of his father, or ſome other change in his favour 
ſhould induce him to return. 

The ſcheme, whatever it was, he concerted 
with a young officer of the gen-d'armes, named 
Katte, and two others, The ſecret, however, 
ſome way or other, was unluckily diſcovered ; and 
the prince, together with Katte, and one of the 
others, were ſeized and impriſoned ; but the other 
fortunately made his eſcape. A council of war 
was appointed to enquire into the condutt of theſe 
officers: one of them was caſhiered, and con- 
demned to three years impriſonment; and the 
other, who was gone abroad, was outlawed, As 
to young Katte, the votes were equally divided, 
one part of his judges finding him, guilty of death, 
and the other half acquitting him: ſo that they 
were under a neceſſity of Jeaving it to the deciſion 
of the king. Young Katte was too well acquainted 
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with the rugged temper of the king to expect f 


much mercy from him; yet, that he might not 
ſeem to neglett any thing in his power to ſave 
his life, wraie him a very ſubmiſſive letter, where- 
in he acknowledges his fault, entreats his majeſty 's 


pardon, and uſed many pathetic arguments to pre- 


vail on his clemency, but all without effect; and 
though ſeveral perſons of the firſt rank interced=d 
for him, the king was inexotable, and the ſentence 
was eccorcingly executed in ſight of the prince 
royal, who could not forbear ſhedding tears at 
this young gertieman's untimely fate, * died 
wi'h the firmneſs and reſolution of a good Chtiſtian, 
in the year 173050 leaving behind him ſome papers, 
among which was one, admoniſhing the prince, 
for whole ſake he ſuffered, not to harbour in his 
breaſt the opinion of deſtiny, for that a providenee 
is diſcernable in every thing around us. 

But this was not the only act by which the old 


king imbittered the ſpirits of his ſon. There was 


a certain young lady, with whom the prince had 
contracted perhaps too familiar an acqueintance ; 
the king being informed of it, contrary to all the 
rules of decency and tenderneſs due to the fir ſex, 
ordered the lady to be ſzt naked on horſebait, 
and publickly whipped through the ſtreets of Ber- 
lin, and the prince to be confined. | 

The prince was ſoon after diſcharged from his 
confinement ; but that he might feel the full force 
of his father's authority, he was obliged, in the 
year 1733, to marty againſt his will the princeſs 
Elizabetha Chriſtiana, of Brunſwick-Lunenberg- 
Bevern. He indeed obeyed his father's commands, 
and married the princeſs, but without profeſhing 
either eſteem or afeQion” for her, and abſtaining 
from her bed during the life of his father. 

Thus the prince, being on bad terms with his 
father, excluded from any ſhare in publick — 
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and in no correſpondence with his wife, ſpent his 
whole time in ſtudy and literary amuſements, and in 
cultivating thoſe natural talents, wbich have ſince 
raiſed him to the higheſt pitch of glory. 

It is rarely ſeen, that a young prince, amidit the 
gaieties of a court, and the alluring pleaſures thee 
ſurround him, and at his command, ſhouid be ſo 
ſmitten with the love of ſcience, as, for the ſake 
of it, to renounce and abandon thoſe pleaſing gra- 
tifications ſo natural to youth, and freely give 
himſelf up to a recluſe life, to follow the I2225ious 
courie of learning and hard ſtudy. 

This, however, was in ſome meaſure owing to 
the rough uſage of his father, who obliged bim to 
a conſinement at a great diſtance from the court; 
but this, inſtead of turning to his diſadvantage, 
gave him an opportunity of improving thoſe great 
abilities he had received from nature, and em- 
ploying them to the beſt purpoſes, In this retire- 
ment, he could view the various forms of lie, and 
obferve the paſſions, intereſis, deſires, and diſtreſies 
of mankird in their genuine and native ſimplicity. 
Thus FREDERICK III. acquired ſuch a knowledge 
of mankind, as kings can never attain in their 
courts, where they are ſurrounded with flatterers, 
who only ſtudy to humour their paſſions, and ſecufe 
to themſcIves the enjoyment of his favour. ; 

His ſubjects were not unacquainted with the 
hardihips he had ſuffered, nor in what manner he 
had fpent his time in his retirement, and therefore 
conceived great hopes of ſceing detter days under 
a prince, who kad himſelf drank ſo largely of the 
bitter cup of affliction. Nor were their expecta- 
tions deceived. He ſoon made it appear, that he 
was determined to govern with very little aſſiſtance 
from bis miniſters. One of the fir; acts of his 
reign was to diſcard, and baniſh from court, the 
E 4 Ghief 
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chief favourite and privy-counſellor of his father, 
who had betrayed his maſter, and abuſed his truſt. 

His next attention was to his domeſtick affairs ; 

and as his ſpouſe, who for the ſeven years ſince 
their marriage had enjoyed only the empty title of 
Princeſs of Prefſia, and whom he had married un- 
der a com pulſion, he now rectived as queen, in 
preſence of his whole court. 
The next object of t.is care was religion ; in 
re ſpect of which he gave his Proteftant ſubjects, 
foreigners as well as natives, the moſt ſolemn aſ- 
ſoradces of his protection; thus ſhewing himſelf 
a true patron of liberty of conſcience, and an ene- 
my to perſecution. | 

The winter of the year 1739 was remarkable 
for the great froſt, by which the poor ſuffered ſe- 
ver-ly through the ſcarcity of corn that followed 
it. To remedy which, and for relief of the poor, 
he ordered all his magazines and granaries to be 
opened; and if theſe were not ſufficient, he or- 
deted the deficiencies to be ſupplied out of the 
crown revenues, that the poor might have not only 
bread, but money and cloaths alſo. | 

With regard to the tall gren-diers, his opinion 
was now known, for he rejected ſome tall recruits 
that were offered him; and at the ſame time iſſued 
eut orders, that no recruits ſhould be admitted for 
the future, whoſe ſtature exceeded the height of 
five feet ten inches; a plain proof that he conſi- | 
dered the proper uſe more then the pageantry of 
an army. 

Going ſoon aſterwards from Berlin to Potzdam, 
2 thouſand boys, whom his father had marked | 
cut ſor military ſervice, ſurrounded his coach, firſt 
ſelating him with Long live king Frederick, and 
then crying out, Merciful king, deliver us from 
our flavery. He gave them a gracious W 
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1 immediately ordered their badges to be taken 
On. . 
The ſplendor of a crown did not, however, di- 

miniſh his eſteem for learning, or learned men; 

but immediately on his acceſſion wrote to M. Rol- 

lin and M. Voltaire, men eminent in the ſciences. 
in Frarce, requeſting the continuance of their 

friendſhip ; ard prevailed on the celebrated Mau- 

pertuis to come to Berlin, to aſſiſt him in ſettling 

an academy there, on the plan of the academy of 
arts and ſciences at Paris. 

Another inſtance of his wiſdom and good ſenſe, 
is the regard he paid to true merit. There had for 
ſore yes ſubſifted in Pruſſia an order, under the 
title of the Ox Der For FavouR, which too fre- 
quently was conferred with very little diſtinction. 
He, however, being convinced that honour ſhould 
always accompany deſert, inſtituted another, 
the badge of which is a Golden Croſs, with a 
crown over it, with this inſcription, Fox Merit, 
which indeed ſhould be the only diſtinction of a 
prince's favourites. 

His thoughts were likewiſe employed on the in- 
tereſt of his kingdom. His anceſtors had for 
many ages laid claim to two diſtrifts, Herſtal and 
Hermal, in the biſhoprick of Liege. 'T his cla;m 
he renewed, and ſent a commiſlary to receive the 
homage of the inhabitants; but they refuſed to 
take the oath of fidelity required of them, on 
pretence that they acknowledged no other juriſdic- 
tion than that of the biſkep. Ufon which the 
king wrote a letter to the biſhop, dated September 
4, 1740, in which he complained of the irjury 
done to his rights in the barony of Herſtal; that 
the biſhop had countenanced the ſeditious in their, 
diſobedience, concluding with demanding à ca'e- 
gorical anſwer in two days. 
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In three days the biſhop returned an anſwer, jn 
which he obſerved, that the ſovereignty in the 
!a1d barony was granted to his predeceſſors by the 
emperor Charles V. under the guaranty of France 
and Spain, and had been exerciſed above a cen- 
tury ; that he ſupported his rights and poſſeſſions 
without the leaft deſign of prejudicing thoſe of 
Pruſſia; yet, for the ſake of peace, he declared, 
that the ſtates of Liege having formerly propoſed 
to purchaſe his Pruſſian majeſly's right in Herſtal 
for 100,000 crowns, and to pay four per cent. in- 
tereſt till the principal was diſcharged, he was 
ready to perform the agreement under a proper 
guarantee, 
The king was not at all ſatisfied with this an- 
iwer, for he would by no means ſuffer his claims 


to be diſputed; and therefore immediately pub- 


liſhed a declaration, charging the biſhop with vio- 
lence and injuftice, with uſing his miniſter unwor- 
thily, and abuſing his moderation in an outragious 
manner; and oblerved, that the feudal laws al- 
lowed every man, whoſe poſſeſſion was detained 
from him, to recover it by force of arms. And 
without more ado, ſent 2000 ſoldiers, who on the 
13th of the ſame month entered the barony of 
Herſtal, where they lived at diſcretion, till the 
cries of the inhabitants obliged the biſhop to quit 
de territories in diſpute, and reſign them to the 
quiet government of Pruſſia. 

Soon after this acquiſition, he was engaged in an- 
other affair of much greater importance. The em- 
peror Charles VI. being the laſt prince of the 
houſe of Auſtria, great alterations were expected 
at his death, which happened on the 2oth of Oc- 
tober, 1740. 

The right of ſucceſſion to the houſe of Auſtria 
end its poſſeſſions was claimed by ſeveral princes ; 
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to adjuſt which, it was imagined a general war 
was unavoidable. I ſhall not enter into a diſcuſſion 
of theſe d:ſputes, any further than is conſiſtent with 


the plan of this work, 


Maria Tereſa, eldeſt daughter of Charles VI. 
founded her right on the Jaw of nature, which 
entitled her to the paternal inheritance, which 
was confirmed by the pragmatic ſanction, under 


the guaranty of moſt of the princes of Europe. 


Charles Albert, elector of Bavaria, demanded 
the ſucceſſion, in virtue of the will of thg empe- 
ror Ferdinand I. brother of Charles V. Ferdi- 
nend head by this will, in default of male iſſue, 
inſtituted his eldeſt daughter, the arch-dutcheſs 
Anne, neirels of bis dominions. This princeſs 
was mar ied to the duke of Bavaria, from whom 
tne elector Charles was deſcended; and there was 
no males left of the houſe of Auſtria. Theſe were 
the two chief competitors, On every fide were 
pleaded rights of blood, teſtamentary diſpoſitions, 
family compacts, the laws of Germany, and law 
of nations. While theſe diſputes were agitated 
between the contending parti*s, a form aroſe from 
a quarter unexpected, to the ſurpiize of all Eu- 
rope. 
FxEvDEric:y III. king of Pruſſia, came to the 
cro#n four months before the ſucceſſion of the 
houſe of Auſtria, aad of the empire, was diſputed. 
He foreſaw the general confuſion that would hap- 
pen _ the emperor's demiſe, and upon that 
event did 1:0: loſe a moment, but marched an army 
directly i inte leſia, one of the richeſt provinces 
polig es by the queen of Hungary in Germany. 
Hel cim to our dutchies, which his family 
had for:aerly Aacqi' ired by purchaſes, and by acis 
of confraternity, His family had, by repeated 
acts, renounced all their pretenſions, being not in 


a condition to ſupport them: but as the 1 
ing 
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king had a ſufficient power, he reſolved to recover 
theſe rights; and to that end publiſhed a declara- 
ton to the effect following: That by the death 
of the emperor Charles VI. the empire was 
« without a head, by which means it finds itſelf 


. ** expoled to dangerous troubles: that the dutchy 
«© of S:lefia was a barrier to his dominions, and 


was liable to be invaded by the pretenders to 
« the ſucceſſion of the houſe of Auſtria, from 
* whence the flame of war might be extended to 
his own territories ; therefore to prevent conſe- 
*«« quences ſo dangerpus, upon the appearance of 
a general war, which threatened Europe, and to 
provide for the defence of his own dominions 
and ſubjets; and for other important reaſons 
to be manifeſted in due time, he had cauſed his 
troops to march into the dutchy of Sileſia : but 
in ſo doing has no intention to prejudice the 
« queen of Hungary, with whom, and the houſeof 
« Auſttria, he reſolved to live in ſtrict friendſhip : 
«© that therefore the inhabitants of Sileha, of what- 
«+ ever religion or condition they were, had no hoſti- 
„ lity to apprehend from him or his troops, but 
„ ſhould have the benefit of his protection in its 
« full extent; and therefore he hoped they wou'd 
« undertake nothing contrary to his gracious offers 
, and marks of friendſhip, that might oblige him 
„to take other mealures.” 

The former dukes of this dutchy had agreed 
with the elector of Brandenburgh, that, upon fai- 
lure of heirs male, he, or his heirs, ſhould ſuc- 
ceed to their dominions. But the houſe of Auſ- 
tria being called to the kingdom of Bobemia, of 
which Sileſia was anciently a fief, pretended that 
thoſe agreements were abſolutely null, inaſmuch 
as they had not been approved Ly the ſovereign 
to whom the poſſeſſors were vaſlais; and the an- 
ceſlors of the king of Pruſſia no!, being in os 
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5 
dition to make good their claims by force of arms, 
they were obliged to diſſemble. Hewever, they 


took care at certain junctures to renew their pre- 
tenſions, and ſeveral times refuſed large ſums of 


money, which the court of Vienna offered them 


to give up their rights. 
On the Pruſſian army's entering Sileſia, the offi- 
cers were for putting on their ſtandards this motto, 


Pro Deo et Patria, for God and our Country ; 


but his majeſty ſtruck out Pro Deo, ſaying, it was 
wrong to mix the name of God with the quarrels 
of men; that this diſpute was about a province, 
and not concerning religion. He likewiſe ordered 
the Roman eagle to be diſplayed in relief before 
his regiment of guards, which laid him under a 
ſort of neceſſity of being victorious. On this oc- 
caſion he made a ſpeech to his troops, which was 
as follows. 


GENTLEMEN, 


Do not look upon you as my ſubjects, but as 

my friends. The troops of Pruſſia have al- 
ways ſignalized themſelves by their courage, and 
have given, on different occaſions, marks of theit 
bravery. I ſhall be an eye-witneſs to all your 
exploits. You will always fight in my preſence ; 
and I will recompence thoſe who fhall diſtinguiſh 
themſelves for their zeal in my ſervice, rather as 
a father than a ſovereign. 


This ſpeech inſpired the troops to follow their 
leader with alacrity, eſpecially. as they did not 
expect to meet with any reſiſtance; but in this 
they found themſelves much miſtaken, oY 
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The province being not prepared for defence, 
the king ſoon made himſelf maſter of the great- 
eſt part of it, But before he proceeded farther in 
his conqueſts, he thought it prudent to try if ne 
could compromiſe the matter with the court of 
Vienna, Accordingly he ordered count Gotter 
and Baron Borck to make propoſals to the duke 
of Lorrain, conſort to the queen of Hungary, to 
this effect, That he would guaranty to the houſe 
of Auſtria its poſſe ſſions in Germany; that he 
would uſe his utmoſt influence to raiſe the duke 
of Lorrain to the imperial dignity; and that he 
would advance to the queen of Hungary two mil- 
lions of florins in ready money: in conſideration 
of which, he demanded the giving up of Sileſia, 
as well on account of his own right thereto, as a 
reward for the dangers he ſhould expoſe himſelf 
to for the ſafety and glory of the houſe of Auſtria 
only. 
Theſe propoſals were but ill received at the 
court of Vienna, and the anſwer returned was to 
this effect, That the Golden Bull obliges all the 
men bers of the Germenick body to aſſiſt one an- 
other, when either of their territories are attacked ;. 
but his majeſty was bound by a ſtronger obligation, 
namely, the pragmatick ſanction, an engagement 
which all Europe entered into; that the queen 
has no reaſon to apprehend an attack from any 
quarter: that the queen is obliged to the king of 
Pruſſia for his good diſpoſition in the choice of an 
emperor ; but as that election muſt be free, and 
agreeable to the Golden Bull, her majeſty thinks 
nothing tends more to thwart it, than raiſing com- 
motions in the heart of the empire; that a war 
was never made to force a prince to accept of mo- 


. ney offered to him. In ſhort, that the queen bas 


no Cefign to begin ker reign by dilmembering her 
dominions, 
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nce, + dominions, and can never conſent to give up Si- 
eat- leſia, or any part thereof. | 
r in The king finding his negotiation ineffectual, 
" ne advanced with bis army into the heart of Sile- 
t of | fia, and releaſed the people from the rents and 
"tter | ſervices they uſcd to pay the clergy, and took away 
uke the corn that was laid up in the convents; and 
„to when the heads of thoſe communities complained 
ouſe to him, he aniwered, ©* That he never rea! in 
he | © ſcripture of magazines being eretted for the 
luke | ** apoitles, whoſe example, he thought, their pro- 
t he ** profcilions obliged them to imitate, 
mil- The firſt place in Silefia that ſhut its gates againſt 
tion the Pruſſians was Jablunka, a tcwn on the fron- 
efia, | tiers of Hungary, fiſty-cight miles S. E. of Bre- 
as a flau. It had a caſtle; but the garriſon finding 
nſelf - themſelves unable to maintain their pot, capitula- 
aſtria f ted upon honcur ble conditions. 

' As ſecrecy is abſolutely neceſſary for a com- 
t the mander who expects ſucceſs from his meaſures, his 
as to Pruſſian mejeſty was perfectly maſter of that qua- 
1 the | lity. His manner was, when he called a council 
e an- Of war, to propoſe the queſtion in few words ; 
ned; , all the generals then wrote their opinions, in his 
tion, | Preſence, upon ſeparate papers, which he carried 
ment away, and examined in private; nor did he impart 
1.\cen bis reſolution, otherwiſe than by his orders. 
a any Hitherto we have ſeen but little 2Ction ; but 
ing of now we are entering the field of Mars, where all 
of an the horrors of war will be diſplayed in their moſt 
„ and | frighiful appearances. The Pruſſians had for ſome 
thinks time blocked up Glowgau, a large and sell for- 
com tified city on the frontiers of Poland; at lat it was 
a war reſolved to attack the place. According y on the 
mo- 7th of March, 1741, at night, prince Leopold of 
en has Anhalt Deſſau, who commanded the b.uckade, 
1g her received orders from the king for that purpoſe, 
inions, according to a plan concerted with his majeſty. 


Next 
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Next day the proper dilpci:tions were made, and 
at about eight at night the tovps began to put 
themſelves under arms; at ten thy f eached their 
ſeveral poſts, a mile from the «wn. end then, 
with the greateſt order and ſilence, maiched to 
the foot of the glacis by twelve Immediately 
the troops advanced to the p4liſedoes, and leaping | 
over them, threw themſelves into the cove ed-way, 
ſome fmall detachments running every way they 
could, to diſarm every enemy they could find. 
They were now expoſed, and the tcwn alarmed 
by the enemy's fire; but this did not prevent the 
Pruſſians deſcending into the ditch, and advancing + 
to the foot of the rampart, which was 34 feet 
bigh, with a ſlope of o fee, and mace very 
ſlippery by two days hard froſt. Theſe difficulties, . 
however, were quickly ſurmounted, and prince 
Leopold, with the margrave Charles, and five or 
fix others, firſt got to the top of the curtain ; they 
were ſoon followed by a battalion and four com- 
panies of grenadiers, one of which ſeized a baſtion 
on the right, while another did the ſame on the 
left. They were then under a neceſſity to break 
down the gate, behind which the generals Wallis 
and Reyſki bad, by this time, poſted themſelves ! 
with their grenadiers ; who, as ſoon as the Prufſi- 
ans made ſome holes in it, ſaluted them with a 
ſhower of bullets, which killed four men. But 
prince Leopold cauſing the fire to be returned, 
general Reyſki received two wounds in the belly, 
the grenadiers fled, and general Wallis was obliged 
to follow them. Then the gate was laid open, 
and the Pruſſians paſſed through the caſtle into the 
town. Two other attacks were executed with 
the ſame vigour and diſpa'ch. It is impoſſible to 
deſcribe the conſternation of the enemy, of which 
the following is a remarkable inſlance. Four 
Pruſſian grenadiers, being the laſt that came on 
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the ramparts miſſed their company, and fell in 
with a captain and fifty-two men of the garriſon. 
The Pruſſians at firſt thought of retreating, but 
ſoon recovering their ſpirits, they, like deſpera- 
does, attacked them, calling out to them to lay 
down their arms. The enemy being deceived by 
the darkneſs of the night, and the panic they were 
ſeized with having undoubtedly multiplied their foes 
in their imagination, obeyed; and three of the 
Pruſſi an grenadiers ſtood centry over them, while 
the fourth brought a reinforcement. All was fi- 
niſhed an hour after midnight. The Pruſſian force 
amounted amounted to only four battalions, and 
eighteen companies of grenadiers; they loſt in the 
action two commiſſion officers, three ſubalterns, 
and 33 private men. The generals Wallis and 
Reyſki, with the garriſon, conſtſting of 1065 men, 
including officers, were made priſoners of war; but 
no diſorder happened, murder and pluncer being 
both forbid. 

Prince Leopold, and the margrave Charles, re- 
ceived ihe homage of the nobility and burghers to 
his Pruſſian majeſty, who was ſo well pleaſed with 
this expedition, that he immediately declared prince 
Leopoid general of the foot, and wrote to him in 
the following terms. | 


My dear Leoyortp, 


I Am vaſtly obliged to you for the brave and 
glorious actiun you have juſt performed, which, 
as I can never forget, will not fail to increaſe my 
ſincere friendſhip for you. Make my compliments 
to margrave Charles. Tell all my brave officers 
how much I am pleaſed with them, and that, as 
JT ſhall never forget their gallant behaviour in this 
inſtance, I ſhall convince them of my complete 
ſatisfaQtion, &c, 


Soon 


(-48--) 


Soon after this action, a plot was diſcovered in 
Sileſia to carry off the king, upon which his ma- 
jeſty publiſhed the following memorial: That 
*© no:withſianding the moderation he bas all along 
„ ſhewn towards the court of Vienna, yet that 
court has been far from behaving ſo to him, 
% and has had recourſe to the deteſtable «expedient 
of employing emiſſaries, {pies, and banditti to 
« beſet him, and even attempt his life: that one 
« of thoſe banditti confeſſed, that he was obliged 
„to take an oath for that purpoſe in the aulick 
« council of war, and in the preſence of the duke 
of Lorrain, whom his Pruſſian majeſty never 
«« thought capable of ſuch indignities. 

The anſwer publiſhed by the court cf Vienna 
ſets fortir, with what decorum that court had al- 
ways behaved to the Pruſũan king, adding, That 
s the houſe of Auſtria never knew what it was 
„ to employ banditti. The piety of the queen, 
« and the ſentiments of the great duke, are too 
«© well known for any body to believe it of them. 
« The ſtory of an oath taken by one of theſe 
„ bandizti, in the preſence of the great duke, in 
de the aulick council of war, is fo ill contrived, 
© that it is not poſſible for it to gain the leaſt 
55 credit; and the impoſture of ſuch an avowal is 
too evident to eſcape the obſervation and cen- 
© ſure of every one, who knows the character of 
© the aulick council.” 

Both parties being now extremely irritated againſt 
each other, orders were ſent to the Auſtrian ge- 
neral Neuperg o hazard a battle at all events. 
Accordingly, on the 10th of April, 1741, the two 
armies met at Molwi:z, about a league from Neiſs, 
and the engagement began about two o'clock in 
the 2fiernoon. The Auſtrians at firſt drove back 
the left wing of the Pruſſians, commanded by 


lieutenant- general count Schulenburg: but the king 
being 
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is ma- 
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being informed that the Auſtrians were ſuperior to 
him in cavalry, had mixed grenadiers with his 
horſe, by which means this confuſion was reco- 
veied. The attack on the Pruſſian right wing was 


likewiſe very vigorous ; but the heat of the action 


| 


4 
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en was on the leſt wing. At ſix in the evening, the 
dient 


Auſtriens retired in good order under the cannon 
of Neiſs, leaving the field of battle to the king. 
The Auſtrians were reckoned to have had 4000 
men killed, wounded, and taken priſoners ; but 
by their own accounts, only 3oo0o killed and 
wounded ; and the Pruſſians acknowledge 600 
killed, and 1500 wounded, The former are ſaid 


but the Auſtrians ſay 30,000, 


That 
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theſe ' retire, his Pruſſian majeſty made great progreſs in 
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le two 


Neiſs, | 


The Pruſſians bought this victory very dear, 
having ſeveral of their principal officers killed and 
wounded. Among the Aultrian officers, marſkal 
Remer, count Lannoy, and baron de Geldi were 
killed, and fix of their generals wounded. 

The Auſtrians being defeated, and forced to 


the conqueſt of Sileſia. Brieg, a handiome city 
on the Oder, held out feven days; during which 


time the Prufli:ns fired 14,714 cannon balls, and 


threw 2122 bombs into it, which reduced great 
part of the city to aſhes. The garriſon capitulated, 
and obtained the military honours ; awd the Pruſ- 


ſians took pofleſſion of it on the 234 of April, 


1741. 
No conſiderable action happened after this. But 


he met with, transferred his intereft in the election 


„ of an emperor to the elector of Bavaria. 
ock in 
back 
ed by 
e king 
being 


France had ſent powerful armies into Germany 
to ſupport the election of the duke of Bavaria to 
the imperial crown ; and at the ſame time che king 
of Pruſſia was aſſerting his rights in Sileſia. The 

maritime 
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maritime powers perceiving it impoſſible for the 


court of Vienna to ſtand its ground againſt ſuch 


potent adverſaries, endeavoured to bring about a | 


peace with the king of Pruſſia. Accordingly the 


baron de Ginckel', envoy extraordinary from the 


ſtates-general, in conjunction with the lord Hind- 
ford, preſented a memorial to the king of Pruſhs, ? 
telling his mejeſty how much they were ſurprized 
and prieved at his enterprize againſt Sileſia, and 

their apprehenſions of the bad conſequences that 
would attend it; and therefore entreat his majely 


to be perſuaded to withdraw his troops from Sile- 


ſia, in order to an accommodation, and that they, 


the States and his Britannick majeſty, would jointly 


labour to accomodate the differences betwixt him ' 


and the queen of Hungary ; that his majeſty was 
not ignorant of their engagements with the houſe 
of Auſtria, znd that nothing could be more diſa- 
greeable to them, than the being under a neceſſity 
of fulfilling thoſe engagements, in an affair where- 
in his majeſty and the queen of Hungary were op- 
Polite parties. 


The king of Pruſſia's anſwer. 


I'S majeſty having demanded nothing ſince 
. he firſt entered Sileſia, but the ſpeedy and 
juſt reſtitution of an eſtate withheld from his royal 
and electoral houſe for almoſt a century, and never 
was averſe to a reaſonable accommodation with the 
queen of Hungary: the very advantageous pro- 
poſals made, from time to time, by the king to 
her majeſty, ought to be looked upon as convinc- 
ing proofs of bis moderation and love of peace; 
theſe propoſals might long ago have put that prin- 
ceſs in a way to terminate theſe differences, had 
ſhe liſtened to the voice of juſtice and equity, 
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But, if the king has been ſorry to ſee that, far 
from regarding them in the leaſt, they were reject- 
ed with much havghtineſs and diſdain, his ma- 
jeſty has, nevertheleſs, this comfort, that the world 
cannot impute to him the continuance of a war, 


formal denial of juſtice. 
The king gratefully acknowledges the aſſurances 


g which his Britannick m- jeſty and their High Migh- 
that 
jelly 
Sile- | 
they, | 


tineſſes have been plezſed to give him by their re- 
ſpective mmiſters, how much they have bis intereſt 
at heart, and with how much ardour they intend 
to labour, jointly, to accommodate, in an amica- 
ble manner, the differences ſubſiſting between his 
majeſty and the queen of Hungary; it will not 


be the king's fault if they are not ſpeedily ad- 
10uſe Þ 


juſted, and peace eſtored torchwith in theſe parts : 
his majeſty has therefore great reaſon to hope, from 
the friendſhip and equity of his Britannick majeſty 
and their High Mightineſſes, that in employing 
their good offices to obtain ſo defirable an end, 
they will alſo be pleaſed never to deviate from the 
impartiality requifite in a work of this nature, 
much leſs require of the king conditions, incom- 
patible with his honour, and the indiſputable rights 
of his royal houſe, 


Brefles, De PoptwilLs, 


This memorial failing of the deſired ſucceſs, 


| his Pruſſian majeſty puſhed his conqueſts in Sileſia 


with vigour. 
; 7 pitulated on honourable terms, after a ſiege of four 


November 2, the city of Neiſſe ca- 


days, which finiſhed the conqueſt of all the Lower 


Sileſia. 


On the ch of the ſame month he re- 


ceived the homage of the ſtates, from about 400 


of their deputies, at Breſlau. After the ceremony 


was 
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was over, he gave them a magnificent entertain- 
ment, and diliributed medals of gold and filver 
among them. On one fide of theſe medals was 
the king's buſt, with this inſcription, Fredericus 
Boruſſorum rex, Supremus Silefice inferioris dux; 
on the other ſide the kingdom of Prufha is repre- 
{ented by a woman crowned, with a ſcepter in ber 
hand, a royal mantle on her ſhoulders, and the 
Pruflian eagle over her head ; ſhe is receiving the 
ducal cap from another woman repreſenting Sile- 
ſia, who is on her knees, leaning on the arms of 
the dutchy, with this inſcription, 7u/fo YViors ; 
and on the «xergue, Fides Sileſſæ inferioris MWrari- 
Jlavir, 31 Or. 1741, which was the day fixed 
for the homage, but on the account of the taking of 
Neiſſe, was deferred till the 7th of November. 

At the fame time that the deputies made their 
homage, they offered the king a free gift of 
100,000 crowns; which his majeſty generouſly 
refuſed, ſaying, ** I thank you for this token of 
« your zeal. 'The country has already ſuffered 
* enough, and you cannot do better than employ- 
« ing that ſum towards repairing your loſs.” 

The friends of the queen of Hungary were ſtill 
in hopes, that an accommodation between that 
princeſs and his majeſty was nearly compleated ; 
bat were ſtrangely diſappointed on advice, that 
10,000 Prufſians, detached from the army in Sile- 
ſia, had entered Bohemia, and joined the French, 
Bavarian, and Saxon forces. ; 

By the junction of theſe powers, it was intend- 
ed to advance the duke of Bavaria to the imperial 
throne, in oppoſition to the queen of Hungary, 
who deſigned to raiſe her conſort, the duke of 
Lorrain, to that high dignity. This occaſioned 
that bloody war, in which moſt of the princes in 
Europe were engaged on one ſide or the other. 
But I ſhall confine myfelf to thoſe parts of it only, 
wherein 


( 23 ) 
wherein the king of Pruflia was perſogaily en- 
gaged. 

While the allies were making conqueſts in Auſ- 
tria, and carried their arms almoſt to the gates of 
Vienna, the king of Pruſſia was making himſelf 
maſter of Moravia, and preparing to beſiege Brinn, 
when prince Charles having received the Hunga- 
rian reinforcements he expected, marched his ar- 
my into the heart of that province, The king did, 
not think proper to wait for him, having received 
advice, that a large body of Hungarian militia, 
with 5 or 6000 regular troops, were in full march 
to Sileſia, having already reached Tefchen. Upon 
which the king detached 3000 men of his army, 
who marched towards Troplau, with a deſign to 
cut of the communication on that fide; and af- 
terwards returned to Bohemia, to put his troops, 
fatigued with winter operations, into quarters, fo 
12 * that they could join each other in a ſhort 


The queen of Hungary, impatient to ſee the 
ſucceſs of the Pruſſian army in Bohemia, and hav- 
ing great confidence in the experience of count 
Fonigſeck, who was then with prince Charles, 
ſent thoſe. Feen poſitive orders to act with vi- 
gour, and, if poſſible, to bring the king of Pruſ- 
7 to a deciſive engagement. The Pruſſian army. 
was divided into three bodies; one was under the 
command of liegtenant-genera! Jects; the ſecond 
under his majeſty ; and the third was commanded 
by lieutenant-general Kackſtein, 

The king underſtanding that the Auſtrians were 
advancing towards bim, and ſuſpecting that prince 
Chailes's intention was to cut off the communica- 
tion with his magazines, and with the French 
army, he put himſelf at the head of his vanguard, 
which conſiſted of about ten battalions, and twenty 
ſquadrons of dragoons and huſtars, and marched 
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ſtraight to Hermanſtadt, ordering the prince of Þ xx 
Anhalt to follow him the next day with the reſt || (@ 
of the army. Having poſted his troops upon a lu 
riſing ground, he went himſelf to reconnoitre the te 


enemy from the top of a little hill, where he diſ- n 
tinctly perceived a body of Auſtrians, which he d 
gueſſed to conſiſt of about 7 or 8000 men, en- | {fi 


camped at Wellimow. The next day that body || a 
having diſappeared, the king marched by Ruttem- v 
berg, where he had a magazine. His deſign was t. 
to gain a march upon the enemy, if they intended t 
to go to Prague, and to be at band to join the e 
reſt of the army, if occaſion offered of giving h 
battle. The prince of Anhalt ſent the king word | x 
in the evening of the 16th, that the enemy was | t 
in motion, and that ſeveral deſerters had declared t 
to him, that prince Charles had drawn ont all his 8 
garriſons to reinforce his army; that it was their 
vanguard that had appeared the day before, but 
having taken the king's detachment for the army 
itſelf, they had retired in the night to the main 
body, and that the next day they begun their 
march. Upon theſe advices, the king, on the 
17th at five o'clock in the morning, gave orders to 
his army to advance. The enemy alſo decamped 
the evening before, and was advancing behind 
<Czarlow in three columns. The king, upon this 
advice, ſent orders to the prince of Anhalt to gain 
the height, to reinforce the firſt line of infantry, 
and to leave in the ſecond a ſufficient interval to 
place the ten battalions and twenty ſquadrons, 
which the king himſelf was bringing up; which 
were no ſooner arrived than they began to can- 
nonade the enemy, | 
The Pruſſian cavalry was drawn up upon the 
height in ſuch a manner, as to form a larger front 
than the Auſtrian cavalry. The king ordered 
lieutenant-general Bodenbroek to begin the attack ; 
an 


3 8 n —_— 8 mine ws war wad —_ 


MO i na Þ oo —» 


AY 


Wy ww @ Win Wu O01 = I =&f 1 © ka Ky © Keg 1 


Cs vs ae ov» 0 1 fo 


( 25.) 
and the ſhock of the Pruſſian cavalry was at firſt 
ſo violent, that thoſe of the enemy in the firſt co- 
lumn were thrown into confuſion. Count Rot- 
temberg pierced the ſecond, and made two regi- 
ments of infantry of the leſt wing recoil. A thick 
duſt, which roſe of a ſudden, hindered the Pruſ- 
ſian cavalry from taking the benefit of the firſt 
advantage. The right wing of the Pruſſian army, 
which had formed the attack gibbet wiſe, was 
taken in flank by part of the Auſtrian cavalry of 
the ſecond column, which made it give way : but, 
except this attack, the ſame wing of the Pruflians 
had gained a conſiderable advantage over the ene- 
my's cavalry on the left wing, during the time 
that its infantry, which had made a half turn to 
the right, had attacked with ſucceſs the village of 
Sohoſiſtow, where there were poſted two battalions 
of the regiment of Schwerin. 

The cavalry of the left wing of the Pruſkans 
having returned to the charge, the regiments of 
prince WWiam and Waldau pierced the ſecond 
line of the left wing of the Auſtrians, and cut to 
pieces the regiment of Werts. Ihe Pruſlian ca- 
valry being deſirous to flank the enemies infantry, 
by this means weakened its left, and gave the 
Auſtrians oppoitunity of adyancing ſome ſquadrons 


, $ * 
of dragoons, which took the Pruſſian infantry, * 


poſted on the other ſide of Czotozio, in flank. This 
infantry ſuffered a little, becauſe the Auſtrian gre- 
nadiers, who advanced behind the cavalry, having 
taken the village backwards, ſet it on fire. The 
two battalions of Schwerin, who were forced to 
retire out of it, poſted themſelves to the flank of 
the infantry, which then redoubled its fire; and 
the Auſtrian cavalry, both on the right and left, 
being no more in a condition to act, the king took 
the advantage to 2dvance with the whole right 
wing of the infantry; and the fire was then fo 
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hot on this ſide, that the enemy, not able to re 
cover out of their diſorder, were obliged to fiy 
three or four different ways. 

This Diſorder was greatly augmented by an ac- 
tion of the Proflian huffars, who having attacked 
the ſecond line of the Aultrian infantry, it was 
obliged to form a hollow ſquare: fo that, being 
wedged in by this potion, it ſuffered equally on 
all fides, Three or four ſquadrons flood as yet 
firm on the fide of Czaziow, but retired on the ap- 
proach of the king of Pruſſia to attack them; for 
his majeſty wzs every where, and in the hotteſt of 
the fire, with an intrepidity which made his army 
tremble for him. The king having chaced tne 
Auftrians out of Czazlow, and made himſelf 
maſter of it, detached lieutenant- generals Boden- 
broek and Kleiſt, with zo ſquadrons, and the huſ- 
lars, in purſuit of the enemy, who were much in- 
commoded by them in their retreat. 

As the Auſtrians behaved with all imaginable 
bravery, the victory was ſo much the mere g'ori- 
ous for the king; ſor their right wing had three 
ſeveral times repulſed the left wir, of the Pruſſi- 
ans, without the leaſt ſign of diſcouragement. 
Prince Charles was no leis vigilant in obſerving 
the enemy's motions, and did all that was poſſible 
for a genera] to do, but his di advantageous fitua- 
tion conuibuted to the defeat of his army, which 
the ivcommod:ouſneſs cf the ground rendered it 
impoſſible to rally. He expoſed himſelf ſo often 
during the engagement, that he had ſeveral narrow 
eſcapes, either of being killed or taken priſoner, 
A great deal of blood was ſhed on both ſides. 
The Auſtrians had about 5000 men killed and 
weunded, whithout reckoning the priſoners, who 
were about 1200, beſides 18 pieces of cannon, 
and a fowler in their camp. The loſs of the 
Pruſſians in killed and wounded was not giea', 
but 
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but more in priſoners ; beſides two pair of colours, 
and 15 ſtandards, 

The king was to have been joined by the French 
before the battle, but had only excuſes continually 
ſent bim for their delay, Inis gave ſome grounds 
to ſuſpe& their real deſigns; and this ſuſpicion 
was increaſed by a copy of marſhal Broglio's diſ- 

atches ſent to the king, wherein the treachery of 
v was viſible enough. Thoſe diſpatches 1n- 
formed the marſhal of a reinforcement of 5000 
men that were ſending to him by his court. They 
likewiſe contained inſtructions for regulating his 
conduR, and of the uſe he was to make of his 
forces; by the firſt inſtruction, the court fo bids 
him to mix his troops with thoſe of Pruſua; the 
ſecond directs him to ſpare bis army as much as 
he could, and to act alu ays in a different quarter 
from the Pruſſians; the third ordered hem alu ays 
to preſerve a body of 20 or 25, cco of his beſt 
troops, in order to cover and obſerve the P:ufljan 
army, as well in a ſiege as a general aclion; by 
the fourth he is directed to employ this body in 
cloſely examining into the conduct of that prince, 
and the ſteps and motions of hs army, for cauſes 
and resſons of great importance; by the fifth he 
is ordered to hazard nothing, under pretence the 
neither the French reinforcement was yet arrived 
in the army, nor the marihal de Belleiſ, v ho 
only had orders from his moit ehriflj:n m jelly to 
command with the king of Pruſſia. 

The king imagining that this intelligece came 
from the enemy's quarters, gave but 'i:tle hee 10 
them; and inſtead of withdraning his camp, as 
he ought to have Cone, on the contrary gave the 
prince of Anhalt orders to join Im in h's camp 
at Czazlow, where marſbal Broglio, according 0 
his promiſe, was to come and join him with his 
army in two days, but wito never came. 


82 The 


© — 2 — — 


628) 


The king having in vain waited four days, was 
obliged to ſuſtain alone the baitle of Czazlow ; 
thus Ciſcovering, though a little of the lateſt, the 
treachery of France, and that his army was cer- 
tainly 1ntended to be made a ſacrifice. 

Eeing convinced how little confidence there was 
to be put in French faith, the king en ered into 2 
treaty with the queen of Hungary, the prelimi- 
naries of which were ſigned June 1, 1742, by the 
earl of Hyndford, who had full powers for that 
purpoſe ſent him by that princeſs, and count Po- 
diweltz, the king's plenipotentiary : by which 
treaty the king acquired the peaceable poſſeſſion 
of ihe Lower Sileſie, and the principality ot Glatz 
in Bohemig, promiſing to pay the ſum due to the 
Ingliſh merchants, p:incipal and intereſt, on ac- 
count of the mcrtgage made Jan. 12, 1734-5, by 
the late emperoi upon Sileſia. , 

This afair was managed with impenetrable ſe- 
ctecy. P:ince Charles of Lorrain, after the late 
action, ſoun means to get a private interview 
with the king, and ſoon atter the treaty was ſigned. 
The Fiench marſhal Belleiſle, who was in the 
Pruſſian camp all the while the affair wes carrying 
on, really believed th-t the king would march his 


.*:90ps towards Prague, to join the confederates, 


till the treaty being finiſhed, the king told him 
he intended to remain ncuter. The marſhal was 
ſorprized, and immediately ſet out for Prague, 
whence he writ to the now empero!, that it was 
with the greateſt concern he muſt inform bim that 
the king of Pruſha had made a ſeperate alliance 
with the queen of Hungary, juſt when his aſſiſtance 
was moſt wanted; that bis aitoniſhment was equal 
to his grief; but that the French troops, though 
abandoned, would give proof of their zeal and 
conftancy to the laſt extremity, 
ot the conclulion of the treaty, the king gave 
a 


a grand entertainment to all his genera officers, 
when he thus addieff:d them. I aftu:e you, gen- 
tlemen, as I never cndeavoured to Giliiets ine 
queen of Hungary, I have thought proper to ac- 


cept the propotition fhe has made for 7 ving nie 
ſatisfaction. A: che {ome time be highly prone 
ed the earl of Herdſord in is ne 20. t, bon, dran 
to the happy reconcilia ion. the hes al:h of the queen, 
grand duke, and that of the brave pruce Charles. 

A peace being thus cor cluded between the king 
of Pruſſia and the guz;en of Jivavary, he N 
himſelf to cultivate the commerce of his new lub 
Jes of Sileſtia, and accor in, ly etabliſned -o 
great fairs, which he ordered io be publihed in 
the London Gazette of the 24th of jul: / 

The king kkewilc concluded a treaty of Mutual 
defence and guzranty with his Britznric m:Jjefty, 

which was ſigucd at Wh:iicha 1 on the 1 8c o No- 
vember, 1742. ; 

But though the king bad concluded theſe two 
treaties, he continued o augment his forces; and 
as ſoon as the treaty cf Wo: ms, beute F 01 
the queen of Hungary, Saxovy. aid. {til nt, 


SS 


was conclud d, he rene ed 1 er gagements with 


France, a tie2ty being c cre tly ſigned 49 - 4 
April; and on the 27 h or” May, 1744. d Krick 


alliance was concluded at Francktort, terween ifs. 
emperor, the Kings of France and Eu, the 
elettor Palatine, ald the ki'& of Swiden, 25 land- 


graviate of Heie-Caſl-I. Thus the ſecret union 
of Franckfort was a counter; o fs to the projects 
of the union of Worms; and on born ſides 3 
reſource of pali:icks and war was e 10 4ult<c 

The king having thus renewed Lis cup hoon Ents, 
ſent reſcripts to all ike courts of Europe, ſettiag 
forth his reafors for taking this ſtep; that the 
court of Vienna liſtened wich reluctance to all pro- 
polals rowards an accommedation with the empe— 
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ror, and pla ny ſhewed gat it would accept of 


nd pesce, but what v ould render it the arbiter of 
all Ge u and outtageouſly inſulted the ſupreme 
head cf the emyire, and the rights and preroga- 


t,ves of the "x Gor colleze ; it declared che una- 
n mods election of the emperor void, and of ro 
fo.ce, intending to annul his election, and meke 
him cefcend f om the throae, and after having 
in51:1ed him of bis eftates, to drive his forces out 
oO: Germany ; that it uſed unjuſtly, and in an un- 
orthy manner, the princes who refaſed to enter 
into its views, nor ſpared menaces nor intrigues to 
<:{aace every ore of them into a kind of confe- 
deracy againit the emperor, whoſe union with the 
members of the empire is the main baſis of the 
Welfare of the Germanick body: for theſe reaſons 
tic king chuld not difpenſe with ſupplying his 
imperiai mazeity with a good part of his troops to 
{crve as auxiliaries, it not being his intention to 
break throvga'the peace of Breſlau, or to enter 
int) a direQt war wich the queen of Hungary: 
that the ning demends nothing for himſelf ; but 
bis m-i-Rty has recourſe to azms for no other rea- 
jun than that of reſtoring liberty to the empire, 
Cf op op to the exper: r, and trarqullity to Europe, 
uant io this manifeſto, the king entered 

Wh mn va, and on the 2d of November came be- 
fore Prügue, and notwithſtandipg hs artillery was 
not arri: red, at acked ani teck ſome advanced 
p< TP : on the 7th geneial count de Hacke, who 
convozed his artillery, Was ſuddealy attacked by 
a det chnent of Auſtcians, who beat the convoy, 
aut weie carrying off the artiliery ; but the kirg 
coming up Wan a th rd Pait of his ar Y, the 
Auſtrians, unable to encounter ſuch a ſuperior 
force, were obliged to avandon their important 
cor queſt; ard the Pruſſians having cut off all com- 
menlcation between the ewa and the army under 
count 
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court Pathiani, after a ſharp engagement to the 
advantage of the laiter, made themſelves maſters 
of ſome redoubts and baſtions, erected in the latt 
nege by the French; and bavirg witch their bens 
almoit deſtroyed the old and new towns, ard the 
Jews town, the commandant, zt the <cnreaty of 


the nobility and clergy, and for want of artiliery, 


was obliged to ſurrender on the 15th, 94 the 
whole garriſon, conſiſting of 14,500 men, were 
mide priſoners of wan, Prince Frederick wy VHiam », 
the king's couſin- german. was killed by the king's 
fide, whoſe preſence muſt here been of vaſt 1n- 

porta. His majeſty commanded in perſon at 
one of the ſour attacks, which he commanded to 
be made all at once; and to reward a grenadier, 
who firſt mounte a baſt on at warſhal Schwer! us 
attack, and defended himſelf with his {word cn'y 
till his companions came up, he ordered bim to 
be placed at the marſhai's table in his grenadier's 
habit, promoted him to the rank of a lieutenant, 
and ennobled him by patent. 

His majeſty cauſed a medal to be ſtruck on the 
taking of this city, having on one ſide the plan of 
the town, with this inicription, * Prague taken ! ** 
* the king of Pruſſia, September 16, 17443 in 
the exergue, « For the third time in thrés Years,” 
On the reverſe are all kinds of military trophies, 
with two ines of verſe in the German language, 
to the following effect: 

By war, O Lord, make wars to ccaſe, 
And let this vict'ry lead to peace. 

The king having left a gariifon of 6209 men 
in Prague, with a large train of artillery, march.d 
ſouthward up the Maidau to Tabor, from v ence 
he ſent out detachments under lieutenant-general 
Roſſau, who tock the important towns of Bud- 
weis and Tevn, with the ſtrong caltie of Frauen- 
burg, whoſe garriſons were made priſoners of 
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war. By this means he became maſter of all Bo- 
hem ia, on the eaſt fide of the river Moldau; ard 
it was generally ſuppoſed he would have pene- 
trated into Auſtria, and even beſieged Vienna it- 
ſelt : but fortune, ever inconitant, eſpecially in 
war, changed ſides, and prince Charles obliged 
the Pruſſiaus to retire out of Bohemia, and ſuc- 
ceſſively evacuate the ſeveral poſts leading to 
Prague, ard at length, the 19th of November, 
that city itſelf. 

Theſe ſucceſſz:, together with the conduct of 
the king ci Poland, elector of Saxony, gave a 
new turn to affairs. This prince, who in the be- 
— ng of the wer joined the king of Pruſũa 

inſt che queen of Hungary, was then in treaty 
wit h that prince! s againſt Pruſſia, and had already 
furniſhed ker with about 20, 00 men to act as 
auxiliaries, but not with an intention to declare 
war a; ainſt the king of Pruſſia. This treaty was 
ſecretly figned in the month of May, by which 
his Poliſh majeſty engaged to aſſiſt her with 30, oo 
men; and the queen yielded to him a part of the 
Pruſſian dominions which ſhe might afterwards 
CONquer, 

So eager were they on both ſides, that neither 
of them would ſuſfer the'r troops to be idle in their 
witter quzries, particularly in Sileſia, where the 
Prutitans, under the command of the prince of 
Antalt-D:fi2u, obliged the Hungarians to abandon 
Troppau, Jagerſdorf, and other places they had 
taizen, ard to fetite into Moravia, whilſt, on the 
other hand, they tcok the caſtle of Glatz, the ca- 

pital of the dutchy of Glatz, bordering upoa S1- 
— 

In Feb:uary 1745, the Pruſſians attacked the 
town cf Ratiſbon in Silsſia, where the Auſtrians 
had poſtzd 3000 men, who were all killed or made 
priſoners. And in the ny of Glatz, a body 
cf 
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of 6000 Pruſſians, moſtly hoſſa s. zttacked and 
routed 12,000 Auſtriars, killing 500, ard taxing 
zoo priſoners, with three pieces of cannon, 

The king being informed that the Auſtrians and 
Saxons deſigned to enter Sileſia the latter end of 
May, he withdrew his troops about the miccle of 
that month from the upper S leſia, except the gor- 
riſon of Jagerſd9;:f, which ſerved to cover the 
quarter on that fide, ſo long as he thought fit to 
keep them. The king having intelligence that the 
Aultrian army was allembling at Comglgra'z, ard 
that the duke of Saxe Weiſſeuſels was joining it 
with the Saxon troops, he ordered the margrave 
Charles to withdraw the troops from the quarters 
about Jagerſdoif, and come and join him at the 
camp of Frankenſtein, which the Pruſſians entered 
the 27th of Mey. The margrave in his march 
beat the Auſtrians, and almoit rr*ned the regiments 
of Ogilvi and Efterkaft, infentry, and the regi- 
ment of Saxe-Gotha, dragoons, The Auſtrians 
had zoo men killed and wounded in this engage- 
ment, and loſt two pair cf colours; after which 
the margrave continued his march, and joined the 
king's army on the 28th, The 2gth was a day 
of reſt; and upon ?dvice that the Auſtrians were 
advanced as far as Landſhut, the king ren:oved to 
the camp of Reichambark, and writ to gener 
Moulin, who lay at Schweidaitz, that he muſt 
make zl] the neceſſary diſpoſitions to lead the e. e- 
my into a belief, that the kinz's defign was to r. - 
treat to Breſlau, at their approzch. Tais ſucceed- 
ed; the Auſtrians and Saxons, nlled with ridiculous 
prejud ces againſt the Pruffiens, cally believed they 
would run away from them. 

At the enemy's approach, the king marched i. 
lertly between Schweidnitz and Strigau ; ; the vat: 
guard under per.cral du Moulin kept along the 
hills of Strigau; general Neſſau, with another de- 
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tachment, occupied another wood that Jay between 
both. All theſe corps, as well as the main body 
of the army, encamped between hills, where they 
could not be perceived: nct a drum, nor any 
other noiſe, was to be hezrd in the camps, and 
major general Wine field was even ordered to ſend 
out ſmall parties, ard make them retire again at 
the firſt mot on of the enemy towards them: all 
this was done to keep up the falſe ſecurity the ene- 
my had lalled themſelves into. 

From May 31 to June 3, the king employed 
in reconnoittipg all places where the enemy might 
advance, it not being his deſign to defend a chin 
ol mountains ſixteen German leagues in length, 
but to give them a warm reception at their com- 
ing out of the deſi'es, The 3d in the morning the 
k rg vilited the h I's of general du Moulin's camp, 
where he obſerved that a grea' part of the enemy s 
cavalry had got through the defiles. In the a'ter- 
noon he perceived that the enemy was advancing 
with large columns of horſe and foot into the 
plains of Friedberg and Ronſtoc; upon which 
be ordered the army to march at eight in the 
evening to Strigau, and commanded general du 
M-ulin to take poſt with his 4o ſquadrons and 
ſeven battalions upon the adjacent hills. Theſe 
orders were well executed; the army arrived at 
the poſts aſſigned at midnight, without noiſe or 
lights. 

1 The 4th, at two in the morning, the king al- 
ſembled all the great officers, and ſettled the diſ- 
poſitions for the battle. Half an hour aſter, the 
army moved to attack the enemy, marching in 
lines, and filing off on the right. General du 
Moulin, ſ:cing ſome battalions poſted on a hill on 
the flank of the army, gave a proof of his capa- 
city, in immediately occupying a hill oppoſite to 
the other, 

Near 
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N. ar the ſeven batialions under this general 
was formed the right of the Pruſſian cavalry ; and 
here marſhal Buddenbroch and lieutenant general 
Rottenburg made the fineſt diſpoſitions that could 
be imagined, in poſting the cavalry to the greatelt 
advantage. A little word lay to the left of this 
cavalry, which p-ince Thierty of Anhalt imme- 
diately occupied with three battalions of grena- 
diers. The king formed his infantry cloſe to this 
wood, but the ground did not permit him at firſt 
to draw up more than 15 battalions of the 32 
wo'ch he had in the firſt line; ang perceiving the 
Auftrians drawing up over-2gainſt him, and their 
cavalry advancing, he ſent orders to gen.ral Nal- 
ſau to haſten with the left wing of the cavalry to 
a m:adow which joined to a rivulet, where he 
formed the end of the left. At the ſame time 
marſhal Kalckſtein, general of the foot, who come 
manded the ſecond line, cauſed ſever-l battalions 
to advance to reinforce general du Moulin. 

All things being thus diſpoſed, prince Leopold 
of Arhalt Deſſau attacked firit the Saxon infantry 
ina matſhy wood, with uncommorForavery. The 
battzlion of grenadi er guards, headed by lieute- 
na"t-general Wedel, drove them from the marſhes 
without firing a ſingle ſhot ; the attack of the.ca- 
walry of the right tucceeded that of the infantry, 
and the enemy's whole le't wing was routed at 


the ſame inſtart. The Saxons formed a triangle: 


o, infantry, in oder ta make a good retreat; but 
lieutenant general Rottenburg, at the head of the 
prince of! "ruſha' 5 regiment of cuiraſhers, cut in 
pieces the repilnent of Schomberg; lieutenant- 
colcnel Juſchinſki, of the life-guards, and major 
Froideville, put two troops of Saxon grenadiers 
to the ſword, the triangle was broken, aud all the 
S axons totally defeated. 

The 
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The whole wing was routed before the Pruſſian 
left wing began to charge the Auſtrians, The 
king and the margrave Charles conducted this at- 
tack with ſo much vigour, that the Auſtrians gave 
ground every where. Here the regiment of guards 
behaved exceeding well, having,with their bayonets 
on their pieces, routed the Auſtrian grenadiers who 
were poſted in a trench oppoſite to them; the regi- 
ment of Hacke, and that of Brunſwick-Bevern, 
likewiſe did wonders. In the mean time the king 
cauſed his right wing to wheel about, in order to 
take the Auſtrians in flank ; to effect which, they 
were obliged to paſs over the marſhes and di:ches ; 
in their way they attacked a village, in which the 
enemy had poſted ſome infantry; and the cavalry 
of the right wing, after having charged eight 


times, diſperſed all the enemies they found on that 


ſide, and joined again the reſt of the wing, which 
Sas juſt ready to fall upon the Auſtrians in flank. 
Jn the mean time the left wing had advanced, 
and made the Auftrian infantry give ground three 
ſeveral times. The cavalry of this wing, ten 
ſquadrons of which were only then formed, was 
immediately led on to the charge by general Kyau, 
who bore down all that came in his way. As 
ſoon as general Naſſau had formed fifteen other 
ſquadrons, he perceived the enemy were drawing 
op in form of a gibbet, in order to take him in 
flank ; whereupon he drew fix ſquadrons from the 
ſecond line to oppoſe them, charging them ſo vi- 
gorouſly, that they all gave way before him. The 
Auſtrians, however, rallied again, and theſe ſqua- 
drons were obliged to charge ſix times before they 

could make the enemy fly. | 
The regiment of Bareith, which made a part 
of the body of reſerve, ſeeing the enemy's intan- 
try fill continued to fire, was brought up by lieu- 
tenant 
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tenant general Geſlar and general Schmettau: the 
Pruiſian intavtry opened, in order to make way 
for them; and they charged fo furiouſly the ene- 
my's foot, that they cut in pieces the regiments 
of Marſchal, Grun, 7 hungen, Daun, Collowarth 
end Wurmbrand, with a troop of horſe grenadi- 
ers, and brought back 66 colours, and 2500 priſo- 
neis : an action hardly to be parallelled in hiſtory. 

The whole army then went in purſuit of the 
ene y, aud cid not ſtop till they came to the 
gorges of the mountains. The ſlaughter was pro- 


digious on every fide. It muſt, however, be ac- 


knowledged, to the honour of the Auſtrians, that 
the diſpoſitions for their retreat were ſo excellently 
contrived, that the Pruſhans could not for ſome 
time break in upon them. The trophies gained 
by the Pruſſians by this victory were 66 pieces of 
cannon, ſix bobitzies, 76 colcurs, eight pair of 
kettle-drums, ſeven ſtardards, four generals, near 
2do other officers, and about 7000 men, 

The loſs of the combined army amounted to 
near 20,000 men; and the Pruflians had 1600 
men killed and wounded, In ſhort, the battle of 
Friedberg will be ranked among the greateſt acti- 
ons recorded in hiſtory, fince every corps in the 
army had a ſhare in it. The action laſted ſeven 
hours, and for four hours exceeding hot. 

The Pruſſians, in conſequence of this victory, 
re-entered Bohemia, the confederate army ſtill re- 
treating before hem; but without any action, ex- 
cept ſome ſkirinithes between the irregulars. The 
king, however, aſter providing for the ſecurity of 
Berlin, marched an army into Saxony, and pub- 
liſhed a manifeſto, in which, after enumeratiag 
many unjuſt proceedings, of the Saxons, he ob- 
ſerves, That the injuſtice of invading his domini- 
ons, and the protection he owed to his own ſub- 

jects, 
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Jes, had obliged hin to enter the eleQorate of 
Saxony, in order to prevent the nbitious deſigns 
of the king of Poland. This itep, however, cid 
not prevent the King's troops in Sileſia from con- 
tinuing their operations; they to:k Caſſel, and 
male the garriſon, of 2500 Hungarians, priſoners 
of war; which made him maſter of the Upper 
Sileſia, 
Mean while the allied army attempted to ſur- 

rize that of Pruſha, encamped at Standentz near 
eaten For which purpoſe they marched aj] 
night, and attacked the Pruffians at day-break ; 
but though the latter were much inferior in num- 
ber, the army having been weakened by ſeveral 
detachments, they charged the enemy with fuch 
impetuoſity, that, after an obſtinate fight of four 
hours, they obtained a complete victory; took 19 
pieces of carnon, as many ſtandards, and near 
4000 priſone s. 

During the engagement, the Auſtrian irregulats 
fouud an opportunity to plunder the kirg's bag- 
gage and equipage, together with tho'e of the 
prince of Pruſſis, and moſt of the ofiicers, the 
plate, military cheſt, chancery, and tccretary., 

But thcugh the combined powers of Auſtria and 
Saxony were thus diſappointed in their defign in 
oblzging the king of Prufiia to accept of their 
own terms, they did not abandon all their hopes, 
but, truſting to the ſuperiority of their forces re- 
ſolved to invace the Pruſſian dominions in three 
places at once. The king had put his troops into 
winter quarte:s, and was retired to Berlin, All 
his views ſeemed turned to peace, ard a plen of 
accommodation had been formed at the court of 
London, Thus unprovided, he comjliined, re- 
monſtrated, called for Succours on. all ſides, as if 
he had been as much alarmed as his ſubjects, who 
moved 
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moved the beſt of their effects from Berlin, Bat 
before he could well receive an anſwer to his re- 
quifitions, he appeared, to the ſurpriz? of all Eu- 
rope, at the heed of an army, and immediately 
transferred the ſeat of war, intended to be in his 
own domin'ons, into thoie of Saxony, by march- 
ing into Upper Miinia, cut ing to pieces three or 
four regiments of Saxon horſe, getting poſſeſſion 
of Gorlitz, the capital, and feveral other places, 
and offering bat'e to the duke of Lorrain, who 
retired precipately before him into Bohemia, leav- 
ing his magezines to the Pruſſians. The prince 
of Anhalt Deſſau, at the head of another Pruſhan 
army, advanced into Saxony on the weſt, and took 
Leipſic's without oppoſition. The king of Po- 
lard, elector of Saxony, to avoid the ſiorm, left 
þ 13 capital, and retired into Bo hemia. Mean while 
kt generals drew together what forces they could, 
and bring joined by prince Lobzowitz, with a de- 
tachment of Autinan cavalry, made a ſtand be- 
tween Dreſden and Pirna. Here the Pruſſian ge- 
peral, truſting to the goocneſs of his UrOOPps, 
though inferior ia number by one balf to the ene- 
my, a:tacked them, and gained a complete victory, 
kiiling great numbers, and taking 4<00 priſovers, 
with all their ar:1:Jery : Dre ſden ſubmitted, which 
the king of Pruſſia entered, and laid the whole 
country under heavy Contributions, 

This was a deciſive blow, ar:l prevailed with 
the combined powers to think of peace. Accord- 
ingly a treaty was ſet an foot, under the media- 
tion of his Britanaic majcity, concluded and 
ſigned at Dreſden, December 25, 1745, on the 
king of Pruilia's own terms. And yet his de- 
mands were not increaſed either on the Empreſs. 
queen, or the elector; the ſame territories bein 


ceded to nim as had been before by the treaty of 
Breſlau. 
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Breſlav. His troops obſerved the exateſt diſci- 
pline during their continuance at Dreſden; ſo 
that the inhabitants had not the leaſt room to com- 
plain of any outrage, but their perſons and pro- 
perties were intirely ſafe. Nor would his majeſty 
ſoffer even his brother Augvſtus William to gra- 
tify his curioſity in iceirg the rarities left in the 
green vault, leſt any accident ſhould happen to 
them. 

Peace being thus reſtored, how did his Pruſhan 
majeſty employ his time and thoughts? Why, 
juſt as a good prince will always do; in ſtudying 
by what mcans he might beſt increaſe the happi- 
neſs of his people, by enlarging their commerce, 
and redreſſing their grievances. He applied him- 
ſelf with great aſſiduity to reſorm the abuſes of 
the law, which were got to an enormous height. 
In the former reign, the lawyers uſed to ſport 
with the ſufferings of the wretched, and behold, 
unconcerned, the tears of the widow. Even the 
laws themſelves were ſo vague, obſcure, or ab- 
ſtruſe, that the judges found no diſſiculty in puttirs 
what conſtruction upon them they thought fit. 
Theſe abuſes the king reformed effectually. Cauſes 
now cannot be protracted longer than four months; 
when a cauſe has been heard, and ſentence given, 
it an appeal is made to a ſuperior court, the judge 
is not permitted to recommend or accompany it, 
either with his advice or re flections. And the 
cauſes wherein widows and orphars are intereſted, 
take place of all others. The laws themſelves he 
reduced into a regular, conſiſtent, rational ſyſtem, 
or codex. So that the practice of it, both for 
agent and client, is plain, eaſy, and intelligible ; 
ſo that it is difficult to pervert the ſen e of them 
to any other meaning than What they convey to a 
common underſtanding. | 
His 
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His filial duty and reſpect to his mother was 
extraordinary; for he never approached her an- 
covered, nor without the higheſt expreſſions of 
reverence. His ceconomy is no le's remarkable; 
the allowance for his table being only zo crowns 
(five guineas ſterling) a day, hh and wine except- 
ed, in which his expence 1s very moderate. 

He often viſits Potzdam, his favourite reſidence, 
to be more at liberty from the empty ceremonies 
of a court. He fits down to table with twelve 
perſons, and after his own miniſters, who are moſt 
in favour, are invited, and alſo thoſe of foreign 
miniſters who happen to be at Po:zdam, his offi- 
cers, even to an enſign, fill up the vacant places. 
Nor is this the only method of recommending 
himſelf to the love of his ſoldiers; the meaneſt 
officer knows he ſhall be redreſſed in any caſe of 
injuſtice; and, wherever his quarters are, he need 
only write to the king, and by the return of the 
poſt, he may expect an anſwer, very commonly 
wrote by his majeſty himſelf; thus he acquires the 
conficence of his troops to a very uncommon de- 


gree. 


The kirg, in time of peace, frequently reviews 
h's troops. It happened once, as a regiment was 
exerciſed be'ore him, that on their firing, a bulleg 
p:erced through his coat, waiſtcoar, and grazed 
his fide. The king ſaid nothing, wiſely conſider- 
ing, that it would be impoſſible to find out the 
offender by any enquiry he could make. Iaſtead 
of which he ordered the ſame regiment to be re- 
viewed again the next day, when juſt telore the 
word for firing was to be given, he ordered all 
the ſoldiers to lay down their arms, and every 
pie ce to be examined, when one of the pieces 
was found to be charged with two balls, and be- 
longed to a Frenchman, who had lately entered 

into 
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nto the reziment, and upon this diſcovery was 


es taken up and hanged. 


But though the kiog ſpent ſo much of his time | 


in the ne-cſſary aFaics of his kingdom, yet he 
found leiſute to enjoy his favour.te amuſements of 


books and mr uſick. He js an excellent mathema- 


ticizn; his memci's of the houſe of Brandenburgh 
ſuihciently manifeſt his abilit es as an author; ar nd 
with regerd to matic, he not only practices in 
the pigheſt perfection, but alſo compoſes in a 
very maſterl manner, But his turbulent and am- 
bitiou: neighbours would not ſuſter him long to 
enjoy the delights of peace : but he is again obhged 
to appear in arms in defence of his count: y, 

In January 75 56, a treaty was concluded he. 
tween their Britannic and Pruffian majeſties. 
This treaty furniſhed the queen of Hungary with 
an excuſe for couciuding an alliance with the court 
of Verſailies; but the true reaſon of it was, that 
by the aſſiſtance of France, the Scheme, long 
before concerted againſt the king of Pruſſia by the 
courts of Vienna, Peterſburgh, and Dreſden, might 
the more eaſily be executed. The king forefaw 
the term, and determined to uſe every method 
in his po ver to prevent it. It was demoattrable 
to him, that, carly in the ſpring, the two imperial 
powers intended to attack his dominions. As, 


therefore, tie greateſt diſpa:ch was neceſſary, he 


loſt no time in fruitleſs. negotiations, but immedi- 
ately m»rched two armies into Saxony, one di- 
recting its route to Leipſick, and the other to 
Dreſden ; opon which the king of Poland, eleft r 
of Saxony, retired with his army to a camp near 
Pirna. The king, however, aſſured the court of 
Vienna, that he would inſtantly withdraw his 
troops, if that court would promiſe that his do- 
minions ſho.tid not be invaded either that year, 
or the next; but this was abſolutely refuſed. 

Be ſides 
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Beſides the two armies that marched into Sax- 
ony, the king, at the ſame time, ailembled 
two others in Upper and Lower Sileſia, which 
poileſied themſe} ves of the palizges communicating 
with the circles of Bunezlaw and K.onigin-Glaiz, 
beſides a large body of Troops zſſembled at Glatz, 
and another in Pruſſia, to oppoſe the Kullians. 
His Pruſſian mejeſty had no ſog ner taken pcſ- 
ſeſſion of Dreſden, than he ſent an officer to the 
queen, to demand the keys of the archives, the 
cabinets, and treaſures of her huſband. The 
queen complied with this demand; but at the 
ſame time, having aſſembled e foreign miniſters, 
ſhe begged of them, with tears, to repreſent to 
their reſpective courts, how rigorouſl, the court 
of Saxony had been uſed by the king of Pruſſia. 
Upon examining the papers, the king found 
among them the original treaties, letters, &c. 
which enabled him to prove, unanſwerably, the 
plot which had been formed againſt him, 10 ſtrip 
him of a great part of his dominions, Thus the 
iniquitous ſchemes of an ungrateful and ambitjous 
court were diſcovered, and. their taking effect pre- 
vented, 
The Saxon army was incamped near Pirna, in 
a Place almoſt inacceſſible, and ſtrongly fortified. 
The king, being joined by his other army from“ 
Leipſick, cloſely inveſted the Saxon camp, but 
a: the ſame time offered an accommodation, if the 
king of Poland, elector of S xony, would ſign a 
treaty of Neutrality, and ſeparate his army: but 
this his Poliſh majeſty refuſed, relying on the Auſ- 
dien army, Which was then marching to his aſ- 
aitances 
While things were in this ſituation, ſeveral pieces 
were emitted, pro and con, by the courts, of Vi- 
enna and Berlin. The court of Peterſburgh _ 
WI 
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wiſe publiſhed a piece, which the Ruſſian miniſters 
were c dered to declare at foreign courts, contain- 
ing the mr aſons which induced the empreſs to take 
up arms againſt the king of Pruſſia: but the rea- 
ſons alledged, ard the facts aflert:d in that decia- 
ration, were fully refuted by an anſwer from che 
king of Pruſſia, who was not in the leaſt intim;- 
dated by the combination of all theſe mig ty 
powers againſt him, but rather ſerved to auimate 
him in his refolution to withitznd them all. 

Accordingly the Saxons were ccnfined more 
cloſely in their camp, and at the ſame time mea- 
ſures were taken to engage the Auſtrians who were 
coming to their aſſiſtance, The paſſes into Bo- 
hemia were all occupied by the advanced guard 
of the Pruſſians; the Saxon camp was hemmed 
in, in the manner of a blockade; and the main 
body of the army encamped at Aulip, on the 
ſouth ſide of the E'be. By this means tae Saxca 
troops were reduced to the utmeſt diftre's for want 
of provitions, while the Proſhaos were plentifully 
ſupplicd with every neceſſary. This haſtened tie 
march of t'e Auſtrians under the command of 
count Brown, a general in whom the court of Vi- 
enna placed the greateſt confidence. Not the leaſt 
motion cou'd eſcape che vigilance ot the king. 
He had early notice of their intended match, and 
deteri.ined to diſconcert their meaſures. This 
brought on an engagement, the particulars of 
which were publiſhed in the London Gazette. 

On the 28ch of September the king ſet out from 


bis camp at Sedletz, and joined his army in Bohe- 


mia, waich he had ſent fornvard under the com- 
mand of marſhal Keith, in order to take poiel- 
fon of, and ſecure the paſſes into Bohemia. This 
army w2s encamped near Auſig, and conſiſted only 
of 25,c00 men, becauſe the king had been obliged 
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te leave the mein body of his troops in the neigh- 
bourhood, of Pirna, in order to keep the Saxon 
camp blocked up. 'The king, upon his arrival, 
reſolved to march forward. He formed a van- 
guard of eight battalions, ten ſquadrons of dra- 
goons, and eight of huſſars. He put himſelf at 
the head of this body, and marched to Tournitz ; 
and ordered his army to tolicow him in two columns, 
the one by the way of Proſcobot, and the other 
the ſame way that lis vanguard bed taken. From 
Tournitz he marched with his varguard towards 
Welmina, where he arrived that evening an hour 
before ſun-fet. There he ſaw the Avſtrian army, 
with its right wing at Lowoſchutz, and its Jeft to- 
wards the Egra. That very cvenigg, the king 
himſelf occupied, with ſix battalions, a hollow, 
and ſome riſing grounds, which commanded Low- 
oſchutz, and which he reſolved to make uſe of the 
next day, in order to march out againſt the Auſ- 
trians, The army arrived in the night at Welmi- 
ne, where tha king only formed his battalions be- 
hind one another, and the ſquadrons in the ſame 
manrer, W. ch remained all night in this poſition ; 
the king himſelf fitting up all night,, and having 
no other covering but his cloak, before a I tle fire, 
at the head of his troops. On the iſt of Octo-. 
ber, at break of diy, he took with hem his ge- 
neral officers, and ſnewed them the ground which 
he intended to occupy with his army, viz. the in- 
fantry, forming the firſt line, to occupy two high 
hills, and the bo:tcm betwixt them; ſome battali- 
ons to form the {-cond line; and the third to be 
compoſed of the wiole cavalry, The king made 
all poſſible dip -tch, in duly ſtrengthening the wings 
of his army upon theſe hills. The infantry on the 
right poſſeſſ d themſelves of their poſt, and took 
all their precautions, in order to ſecure it effectual- 


ly; 
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ly ; whiltt the left was forming, it fell immediately 
into an engagerrert with the enemy's Pandours, 
Croatians, ard grenaclers, Who were poſted in 

vineyards, ir cloſed in ſtone walls. We ad- 

vanced up in this manner till we came to the 

declivity of the hills towards the enemy, from 

whence we ſaw the town of Lowoſchutz filled with 

a great body of infantry, and a large battery of 12 

pieces of cannon before it, and the cavalry formed 

cheque - wiſe, and in a line between Lowoſchutz 

and the village of Szuſchitz. There being a thick 

fog, this was all that could be perceived. The 

king ſent to reconnoitre, and reports confirmed all 

that bad been judged of the enemy's poſition. 

After the king found that the baitalions were poſ- 

ſefled of that hollow, in the manner he bad or- 

dcred it, he thought that the firit thing to be done 

was, to drive back the enemy's eavalry, which 

food in his front. With this view he ordered his 

cavelry to zdvance; formed them before h. firſt 

line. of infantry, and immedistely attacked the 

enemy's ; which wes broke : but as the enemy had 

placed vehind the cavaly, in hollow places and 

Citches, a great body of infantry, with ſeveral 

pieces of cannon, our cavalry, through the briſk- 

» neſs of their attack, found themſelves expoſed to 
the fire of this cannon, aad of the fire of the in- 
fantry; which ob iged them to return and form 
again, under the protection of our infantry and 
cannon, without the Auſtrian cavalry daring to 
Purſue them. After they had formed again, they 
returned to the charge ; : then, neither the fire of 
the enemy's Go pieces of cannon. nor that of the 
infantry, which lay in thoſe hollow places, nor 
the ditches, which they had in their front, cou!d 
prevent them from defeating the whole Auſtrian 
cavalty, and from forcing the infantry which was 
poked 
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poſted in thoſeditches. After this charge was over, 
the king ordered his cavalry up to the hill again, 
behind the infantry, where he drew them up. In 
the mean time, the cannonading {till continued, 
and the enemy made all poſſible efforts to flank the 
left of our infantry. Tae king perceived the ne- 
ceſſity of ſupporting it, and ordered the battalions 
of the firſt line to turn to the left; the battalions 
of the ſecond line filed up the intervals, which 
had been occaſioned by this motion; ſo that the 
cavalry formed the ſecond line, which ſupported 
the infantry, At the ſame time, the whole left of 
the infantry marching on gradually, wheeled 
about, attacked the town of Lowoſchutz in flank, 
in ſpite of! the cannon, and the prodigious infantry 
of the enemy; ſet the fuburbs an fire, carried the 
poſt, and put the whole army to flight. After 
Which marihal Brown retired to the other ſide of 
the Epra, and topk bis camp at Budin. The king 
of Pruſſia not only gained the field of battle, but 
that day eſtaphiihed his head quarters at Lowo- 
ſchutz, The prince of Eevern fignal.z2d himſelf 
beyond any thing that can be la. in his praiſe; 
never were {uch inſtances of valour ſeen, as well 
in the cayairy as intantry. The enemy's army 
was 60,000 men ſtrong; and notwwi!h! landing ſucn 
a ſuperiority, cur infantry forced incloſed vineyards 
and ſtone houles; and from ſeven in the morning 
till three in the aſternoon, they ſuſtained the fire 
of the cannon and tne infantry, and eſpecially of 
the attack of Lowoſchutz, which laſted without 
jatermiſſion till che enemy was drove out of it, 
Major Muller of the artillery behaved to admira- 
lien. The m:jor-generals of the cavalry, Ludo- 


rz and Oertz, are killed, as well as colonel] Hob- 
zendroff of the grenediers. General Quads of the 
infantry is allo killed. 


The lols of the enemy is 
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computec to amount to between 6 and 70co men, 
killed and wounded. We have taken 500 priſon— 
ers, amongſt whom is prince Lobkowitz; five 
pieces of Cannon. and three pair of colours; and 
we ha ve loſt in all 2000 men, killed and wounded. 

The king having obtained his point, returned 
into Saxony, in order to reduce the the Saxon 
army, which he alſo accompliſhed; the particu- 
lars of which were as follow : 

On the 12 h of Ottober at night, the Saxons 
ſecretly threw a bridge of boats ovgr the Elbe near 
Konigſtein. At nine o'ciock having removed al- 
moſt all their heavy a:tillery to Konigſtein, they 
ſtruck their tents, and by Seven next morning, his 
Poliſh majeſty, and the whole Saxon army paſſed 
the Elbe undiſcovered, or at leaſt unmoleſted. 
This plan was concerted with marſhal Brown, 
who to facilitate the execution, ſecretly left his 
camp at Budin, and with a conſ{:lerable body of 
horſe, baving in three days marched 16 German 
miles, he arrived in the neigkbourhood of Konig- 
ſtein the ſame day, and the day before general 
Nadatti arrived with about 6000 irregulars, which 
he poſted at Meniſtadt, Honſtein, and Rodewalde, 
ſo as to prevent the eight Pruſſian battalions that 
were encamped on that fide of the Elbe at Lemon, 


from being joined by the Pruſſians that were at“ 


Scandau. 

This diſpoſition greatly facilitat:d the paſſage of 
the Saxons, which was likewiſe favoured by the 
darkneſs of the night, and a thick fog in the morn- 
ing; ſo that it was eight o'clock before the Pruſſian 
army at Sedliz knew, that the Szxons had luft 
their camp. Yut when the advanced guard had 
got about half way up a ſteep mountain, over- 
againſt Konigſtein, they found that the Piuſſians 
wele maſters of all the defles, and that it was im- 
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poTible for them to force their way; 


fo that the 
whole Saxon army, finding themſelves ſurrounded 


on every fide, and reduced to the greatelt extre- 
mity lor want of proviſions, they offered to capi- 
tulate, Which was accordinyly agreed to, and 
they ſurrendered themſelves priſoners to his Ma- 
jeſty. \ 
The ſeaſon being far advanced, the King ſent 
order, October 20, to marſhal Keith, to. return 
with hi: troops into the territories of Saxony, there 
to take up their winter quarters, which they ac- 
cordingly did. 

Early in the ſpring of the year 1757, the King 
took the field with all tne ſecrecy and diſpatch i na- 
ginable. He divided his forces into thr. e diſtinct 
armies, one of which was commanded by the 
prince of Bevern, another by maiſhal Schwerin, 
and the third, by the Ting nindelf, 

T heie three armies ſucdent ty and 2Imoſ? at once 
entered Bohemia, in order to ſu prize the Auftrians 
before they were prepaieo, and either compel 
them to engage at a mantfeſt ditadvantage, or 
force them to retreat. But, to Eeceive the Au- 
ſtrians, ke diſpa tched the prince of Bevern, with 
his army towards the Egra. From this appsarance 
they judged, that tho' he deſigned that Bevern, 
anc Schwerin's armies ſhould enter Boheniia, ver 
he did not ircend to join them with his own. 
The Auſtrians jeeing the Pruſſian tro»ps thy 
divided, feat a conſidzrable detachment under 1he 
command of Gener «| Aremberg, 10 oppoſe the 


corps marching to Ezra. This event pin king 
had fore ſeen, and hat prepared for it r by a 
ſudden motion tothe left, he cut off all « COMMNy- 
n.c:tion be:ween Aremberg's de achment, and the 
main body. The Aufirians wrong did not 


but exiled 


11 an event, which was the ccrtan ee to then 
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own deſtruction. They miſtook this ſtroke of po- 


licy for a retreat, and gave out that the Pruſſian 
were fled. 
Mean while the march of the prince of Bever 
brought on an action with the Auſtrians ; of whicl| 
the following account was publiſhed by authority 
and dated at the King's head-quarters at Linay in} 
Bohemia, April 24. | 
His highneſs the duke of Bevern, having 
marched tke zoth at the head of the army, which 
was in Luſatia, from the quarters of cantonmentf 
near Zittau, poſſeſſed themſelves immediately 
without the loſs of a fingle man, of the firſt poſi 
of Bohemia, at Krottau and Groenſtein, drove 
away the enemy the next day from Kraizor, anc 
marched towards Machendorf, near Reichenberg 
The ſame morning Putkammer's huſſars, com 
manded by their colonel and by major Schæenfield 
routed ſome hundreas of the enemy's cuiraſſiers 
commanded by prince Lichtenſtein, who wer 
poſted before Koblig, and took priſoners, ond 
captain, two ſubalterns, and above 60 horſe ; the 
reſt weile entirely diſperſed, and ſcarcely able tc 
ra'ly near Kratzen. The night coming on obliged 
the troops to remain in the open air till next morn}. 
ing. The 21ſt at break of day the troops marchec 
in tuo columns by Harbendorf, towards the ene 
my's army poſted near Reichenberg, and com] 
manded by Count Konigſeg, 28,000 ſtrong ; 2g 
ſoon as the lines were formed, they advanced to 
wards the enemy's cavalry, which was ranged it 
three lines of about 30 ſquadrons. The tw: 
wings were ſuſtained by the infantry, which wa 
polted among felled trees and intrenchments 
They immediately cannonaded the enemy's ca 
valry, who received it bravely, having on thei 
right a village, and on their left a wood, whert 
they had intrenched themſelves with felled tree 
anc 
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f po- and pits. But the duke of Bevern having cauſed 
Tang] fifteen ſquadrons of dragoons of the ſecond line to 
advance, and ordered the wood on our right to 
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be attacked at the ſame time by the battalions of 
grenadiers of Kahlden, and of Moellendorf, and 
by the regiment of the prince of Pruſſia, who 


cleared all the felled trees and the intrenchments 


there; our dragoons, à ho had by this means their 
1VINgE 


flanks covered, entirely routed the enemy's cavalry, 


The Generals Normann, Katt, and the prince of 


Wirtemberg, ſignalized themſelves extremely on 
this occaſion. | 

Colonel Putkammer and Major Schænfield, 
with their huſſars, have alſo particularly diſtin- 
guiſhed themſelves, by giving the horſe grenadiers 
a very warm reception, notwithitanding the ene- 
my's artillery took them in flank. Lieutenant 
General Leſtewitz, at the ſame time, attacked 
with our left wing, the redoubts that covered 
Reichenberg. Tho' there were many defiles and 
riſing grounds to paſs, which were all occupied by 
the enemy, yet the regiment of Darmſtadt furced 
the redoubts, put to flight, and purſued the ene- 
my, after ſome diſcharges of their artillery and 
{mall arms from one eminence to another, for the 
diſtance of a mile, as far as Rochlitz and Doiftel., 
The loſs of the enemy, as far as we cay learn at 
preſent, amounts to 1000 killed and wounded. 
We have about 20 officers and 400 ſoldiers priſo- 
ners, and have taken three ſtandards, 

Marſhal Schwerin's army marched with incre- 
dible expedition, and reached Koningſhorf on the 
Elbe the 29th. He entered Bohemia in five dif- 
ferent places at once, and found the inhabitants 
in the utmoſt conſternation, having had no intelli- 
gence of his march till be had reached the trun- 
The enemy immediately filled the danyer- 
ous defile of Golden Caſtle with Pandours, to dil- 
D 2 pute 
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pute his progreſs in Bohemia; but they were de- 
feated as ſoon as diſcovered. A conſiderable ma- 
gazine, coaſiſling of 40,000 buſhels of oats, and 

2000 barrels of meal, was ſeized at Jung Bunt- 
z au. The Auſttians every where fled before him, 
and he joined the prince of Bevern almoſt wih! 
cut loſs, making himſelf maſter of the circle of 
Buntzlau, and the neighbouring country, who 
ſubmitted to the Pruſſians almoſt without oppo- 
sition. 

Mean-while the king, at the head of the prin. 
cipal army, mo ved along the Elbe, and afte: 
paſſing the Eger advanced to Budin, where the 
Auſtrians hal a ftrong camp, but retreated at his 
approach to Walwzrm, about half way to Prague. 
lay 1, the whole Pruſſian army united; and, his 
Majeſty thinking, from the motions of Count 
Brows, that the Auftrians would make a ſtand in 
the plain of Giffchen, ke paſted the Moldau, at 
the head of zo 000 men, leaving the reit of the 
arm; under the command of the prince of Deſſau. 
As the King ;magirec ſo it h-ppenec, and a ge- 
eral action enſued, of which the following accoun: 
was publiſhed by authority, 

Berlin, May. 10, 22. You have been al- 
ready appr riſed of the rapid progreſs of the king * 
army in Bohemia; and J have new the pleafure | 
to Inform you cf the glorious event, with which itÞ 
Las pleated heaven to crown thoſe firſt ſucceſles, in | 

a complete victory obtained by his majeſty nes: 
Pr rague, on the Gch inſtant, over the whole com 
| bined army of the houſe of Aufiria, | 
it The king having been informed, that merſna! 
Brown had been reinforced by the army of Mo- 
5 ravia, by the remains of the corps which was bee! 
| by the prince of Bevern, and by leverzl regiment: 
of the gatriſon of Prague, and ſeemed reſolved to 
maintain che poſt he had taken on the other fcc 
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de- ot the Moldaa ; his majeſty paled that river with 
ma- {mall pare of his own army, and being joined by 
and that under marſhal Schwerin, determined to attack 
ant the enemy, tho! much ſuperior in number of troops, 
kim: and poſted beſides in a camp alot mioceeſhole, 
ich | from every advantage of ſituztion, All theſe ob- 
le off} ſtacles cculd not check the ardor of the N 
hol officers and men, who vied wi 1 each other 
ppo-þ paſſing defiles. croſſing marlhes, feizing the ring 
grounds, and clearing ditches, ti 1 at length L: sfret 
brin- þ * long and obſtinate engagement, aud many ſignal 
afte; | Examples of valour, the enemy was for ced to 
theſ} abandon the field of battle, leaving behind them 
this! the greateit part oi their artilery, al their 
gue. tents, all their baggage, and, in a word, thric 
"his whole camp. We bave indeed had a very af- 
nit fecting loſs in the marſhal Schwerin, who was un- 
4 fortunately killed in the beginning of the action; 
1, af and in the death of ſeveral others. who have la- 
che viſhed their blood, on this o caſtion, in the ſervice 
gau. of their country. But, on the other hand, the 
ge. loſs of the Auſtrians has ber ſo much the greater, 
oun:| not only in the number of their dead and wounded, 
but alſo in the prodigions number of priſoners 
41. which we have taken; infomuch that this battle 
ing | may be reckoned deciſive in every ſeuſe, and in all 
* reipects, The enemy retircd in the preatelt con- 
-þ if fuſion, and a part of the left wing 19% with the 
; ba utmoſt precipitation into the city of Prague. The 
a Pruſhan troops are ſtill in purſuit. ot the remains of 
om their army. And we have reaton to hape, that 
this action will be no leſs glorious in its conte- 
nell quences than it was In itfelf. 
Mo- Such are the fiiſt circumſtances of this memo— 
dert Table day, which the bouſe of Auflria will long 
= remember, and which wail ever be a fi-nal monu- 
4 rofl ment of the intrepidity of the Prutlian troops ; aad, 
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above all, of the protection with which heaven con- 
tirues to bleſs the juſtice of his majeſty's cauſe. 

P. S. of the ſame date. We this moment learn 
farther, that the number of cannon taken from 
the enemy amounts already to 259 pieces; a me- 
morable circumſtance which never happened in 
any of the former battles gained by his majeſty. 
The number of priſoners amounts already to 6 or 
-000 men, beſides thoſe that have been made 
ſince, and are ſtill making; the whole of the 
king's army that was engaged, being in purſuit of 
the enemy, who, by all accounts of priſoners and 
deſerters, are in the utmoſt conſternation, and in a 
delolation not to be deſcribed, being in want of 
every thing, and ſcarce wherewithal to cover them- 
f Ives, from the total loſs of their equipages : in 
fhort, all the circumſtances conſpire in making 
this the compleateſt and moſt decifive viftory that 
bas happened for many years, According to the 
report of one of-the general officers of the king's 
army, our lois is not fo conſiderable by far, as 
was at firſt imagined ; and we have the ſatisfaction 
to know, that the king, and the princes his 
brothers, are well. 

The immediate conſequenee of this victory were 
the blockade and bombardment of Prague, which 
*ontinued without intermiſhon till the 18th of May, 
whereby The inhabitants and numerous garriſon 
were reduced to ſueh diſtreſs, that they were 
obliged to kill their horſes and eat em. 

Mean while, Count Daun had collected another 
army, and was marching to the relief of Prague. 
Upon which the king left the ſiege to marſhal 
Keith, and, eſcorted by a few battalions and ſqua- 
drons, went to join the prince of Bevern, who 


marched from his camp at Newhoff, and came to 


meet his Majeſty at Kaurzim. After this junction, 
the king alvanced, on the 18th, towards marſhal 
Daun, 
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Daun, who had cauſed all the heavy artillery to 
be brought from Olmutz, and, being r: inforced F 
dy all the troops that remained in Moravia and 
| | Auſtria, was come to encamp at Melleſchau, near 
Kollin. 

The enemy was drawn up in three lines on a 

very high mountain, fort fied with a great number 
of battering pieces, at the foot of which were ſe⸗ 
veral defiles. Notwithſtanding thi; advan:ageous 
poſition, his majeity began the attack at two in 
the afternoon, and. made himſelf maſter of two 
batteries, and two villages defended with infantry ; 
but could not force the third poſt, the fire of the 
enemy was ſo violent; yet they were again twice 
repulſed on the right: however, the k-ng thought 
proper to deſiſt, and retired in good order towards 
the Elbe to Nimburgh, without being moleſted or 
followed by the- enemy ; nor did their infantry 
come ſo much as half way down the mountain, 
which makes us judge that their loſs is conſiderable. 
Ours cannot be determined, tho' we have loſt 
neither baggage nor cannon, unleſs a few that 
could not be brought off, the carnages being 
broke. 

The Pruſſians engaged in this battle, was 
reckoned not to exceed 32,000 men, but the 
Auſtrians 45,000; and tho' the king had been ou 
horſeback all day, and preſent at evEty attack; | 
yet, as ſoon as he had ſeen his army make good | 
their retreat, he took freſh horſe, and with an eſ- 

r | cortof 12 or 14 huſlars, ſet out for Prague, where 
>. he arrived next morning, and gave orders for ſend- 
1} ing off all his artillery, ammunition and baggage, 
1- F which were all ſafely carried off, and the troops 
of had begun their retreat, before the Auſtrians in 
of that city heard of the battle; but when they ſaw 
n, the Prufſians retreating, a large body of them {allied 
al] out on the 2oth, under the command of prinee 
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Charles of Lorrain, marſhal Brown having before 
died of the wounds he received in the battle of 
the 6th of May, and came up with the rear of 
the PruſFan* ; but found it fo well covered, that 
they covid do but little execution 

ite king atttibuted the loſs of this battle 
wholly to himſe'f; one falſe motion frequently 
proves fatal. The expoling the inſantry, naked 
ard uncover:d by the cavalry, to the chain ſhot 
of the enemy's whole artillery, was an error irre- 
trievable. The Auſtrians were flying before his 
majeſty's viciorious troops; but the chain and 
grape ſhot, which checked the ardour of the con- 
Guerors, mace Greacful havock among their 
ranks; and having neither artillery nor horſe to 
enable them to ſuſtain the ſheck, they were forced 
to rstreat, not from the enemy, who durſt not ſtir 
a fool aſter them; but from theſe deſtructive en- 
gines, againſt which they had no defence. 

Eut the loſs of this battie was not the only mis- 
ſortune the king met with; for ſoon afterwards he 
had the giflicting news of the death of his mother. 
whoſe tendtirneſe, it's icid, rendered her unable to 
ſatvivz her ſun's defeat. This ſtroke his majeſty 
was not prepared to receive. He ſupported, how- 
ere”, his af ction wih a magnanimity becoming 
Amici; end not withſtandir g his {ſevere trial, and 
the welafenely proſpect that ſurrounded him, he 


ſoon role abore his misfortunes, and, by the 
divine aſſinance, turned ths deſeat upon his ene- 
mies with ample retaliation. 

The news cf this unfortunate battle qu' cker ed 
the march of the Ruſfaus, who for more than 
fix months hid linger'd on their march. Accor- 
dirgly they entered the Proffian territories, and 
committed the moſt horrible cruelties and out- 
rages. Ma: ſhal Lehwald, who was poſted in thoſe 
parts with an amy of zo, ooo mer, reſolved ta 
attack 
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attack them, tho' more than double his number. 
Accorcingly a battle enfued, the following account 
of which was publiſhed in the Berlin and London 
Gazettees. 

The Ruſſian army, amuunting to 80,000 re- 
gular troops, had choſen a moſt adventageous 
camp near Norkitten. It was compoſed of four 
lines, each of which was defended by an intrench- 
ment with a numerous artillery, and batteries 
placed upon all the eminencies. Notwithſtanding 
ſo great a ſuperiority, marſhal Leden deter- 
mined to attack the enemy with his army, which 
hardly conſiſted of 30,020 men. The attack 
began at five in the morning, and was Carried on 
with ſo much vigour, that the Pruſſians entirely 
broke the whole firſt line of the enemy, and forced 
all their batteries. The duke of Holſtein Gottorp, 
brother to the king of Sweden, at the head of his 
regiment of dragoons, routed the enemy's caval:y, 
and afterwards fell upon a regiment of grenadiers, 
which was cut in pieces; but, when the Pruſſians 
came to the ſccond intrenchment, merſhal Leh- 

ald ſeeing he could not attempt it without ex- 
poſing his whole army, took the reſolution to re- 
tire, which he did in the beſt manzer, and wita- 
out the enemy's daring to ſtir out of the int ench- 
ments to purſue him. The Pruſſian army returned 
to its former camp at Velau. ' N00 of the 
Pruſſians does not exceed 2000 killed 2nd 
wounded; which loſe how ever Was immediately 
repaired hy the diſcirlined militia, The loſs cf 
the enemy muſt be re:r 14,000, General Lapu- 
chin was wounded an jakea piiſoner, with a co- 
lonel of the Ruſiian artillery ; but the former 15 
ſent back on his parole. The Pruſſians had, at 
fiſt, made themſelves maſk ers of above So pieces 
of cannon, but were aſterwards obliged to ebandon 
them wich cleven Gf ele own for want of car- 
riages. 
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riages. The Pruſſians have loſt no general or of 
ficer of diſtinction. Lieutenant-general count 
Dohna is the only one wounded. It is ſaid there 
are three Ruſſiarf generals killed, 

The Ruſſians and Pruſſians, after this battle, 
continued for a conſiderable time in their reſpe ive 
camps; but at laſt, in October, the Ruſſians made 
an unexpected retreat, and ſo precipitately, that 
the troops ſent aſter them could only pick up the 
ſick and wounded. 

After tne unſucceſsſul battle of Kollin, the 
king of Pruſſia left Bohemia, and retired with bis 
army into Saxony, Mean while the princes Sou- 
biſe and Saxhilburghauſeo, had collected a large 
army of French and Germans, and were prepar- 
ing to drive the Pruſſians out of Saxony. The 
king not thinking proper to wait their coming, 
marched out with a reſolution of fighting them, if 
there appeared any probability of ſucceſs. He 
found them ſtrongly encamped about Erfurth and 
Saxe Gotha, and ſo greatly ſuperior to him in 
numbers, that he did not think it adviſeable to at- 
tack them in form; but ſo harraſſed them by par- 
ties, as made them very uneaſy in their quarters, 
But finding they were reſolved not ic ftir out of 
their intrenchments, to engage him in the open 
field, he drew off his forces to employ them elſe- 
where, and managed his retreat ſo dextrouſly, 
that the enemy could give him no interruption. 

But before we leave this country, it will be pro- 
per to relate an adventure of general Seydelitz, 
which redounds very much to his honour, 

The combined army was aſſembled near Eiſe 
nach, and intrenched in the defiles of the moun- 
tains, to wait the attack of the Pruſſians, who 
ſtil! continued near Erfurth ; but in the mean time 
the commanders came to a reſolution of making 
an attempt to carry off Seydeliiz's party, which 
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was at Gotha, and conſiſted of about 1290 men. 
For this purpoſe they marched all night with al- 
moſt all their cavalry, and 23 companies of pre- 
nadiers, amounting in the whole to between 7 and 
8000 men, and arrived about eight in the morning; 
but Seydelitz, tho' ſurprized, made a good retreat, 
not loſing above 20 men. The princes Hilburg- 
hauſen and Soubile, and all the French generals, 
came up to court at eleven o'clock ;-the infantry 
poſſeſſed themſelves of the town, and it was ex- 
pected they would have remained here: But Sey- 
delitz, perceiving a fog to ariſe, determined to im- 
prove it; he therefore retired behind the hills, 
about a league off, towards Erfurth, where he 
cauſed 100 dragoons to diſmount to repreſent in- 
fantry, and divided the reſt of the troops into 
twenty two ſmall bodies, which extended them- 
{elves very far, and by the favour of the fog, ap- 
peared like ſo many ſquadrons. At one in the af- 
ternoon he attacked the French, with his buſlais 
only, and news was immediately carited to the 
French generals, that the whole Pruſſian arn'y was 
advancing ; that they lay behind the hills, and 
that they were extending towards the left, in order 
to ſurround them, whereupon they made all poſ- 
fivle baſte to retreat, and, after having marched 
all night, were obliged to return e ſame way 
they came, without having any refreſhment, ſo 
that in two hours time there was not a Frenchman 
leſt. Seydelitz purfued them, made 40 priſoners, 
and killed about the ſame number, took a great 
deal of baggage, and was very near taking ſeveral 
general officers, who had ſtaid too long in the 
town. Tho' this action did great honour to the 
general, the king however did not think proper to 
let him remain at Gotha. Accordingly he re- 
turned to Erfurth the 2ziſt, and the fame evening 
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the vanguard of the French army, repoſſeſſed them- 
{elves of Gotha. 

The French ard German pererals, believing 
the paſlage to Saxony was row free and open, 
marched forward, meeting wich litile or no oppo- 
ſition, till they came before Leiplick. Marſhal 
Keith had thrown himſeif into that city, with a 
large body of forces, and had the king's orders to 
defend it to the laſt extremity. And when the 
French general ſent bim a ſummon, to ſurrender, 
he returned this gallant anſwer : Sir. let your 
maſter know, that I zm by birth a Scotſman, and 
by inclination as well as duty a Pruſſian; and 1 
ſhall defend the town in ſuch a manner, that ne1- 

her the country which gave me birth, nor tha: 
which has adopted me, ſhall be aſhamed of me: 
The king my maſter has ordered me to defend it 
to the laſt extremity, and he ſh all be obey'd.” 

The king being well informed cf the motions 
of the enemy, called in his detachments, and drew 
his army together, being reſolved to hazard a 
battle, notwithſtanding the great inferiority of his 
army. And ſo much did the Imperial and French 
generals depend on the ſuperiority of their forces, 
that they made no doubt of driving the Pruſſians 
out of Saxony before the end of the campaign. 
This brought on the battle of Roſbach, fought the 
5th of Nov. 1757. 

Immediately before the battle, his majeſty made 
a ſhort ſpeech to his troops, nearly in theſe words : 
My dear fiiends, the hour is now come, in 
nich all that is, and all that cught to be dear to 
* us, depends upon the ſwords that are now drawn 
* for the battle; time permits me to ſay but little, 
nor is there occaſion to ſay much. Yeu know 
* that there is no labour, no hunger or cold, no 
* watching, and no danger that I nave not ſhare; 
* with you bitnerto, and you fe me ready to lay 
* Cuyn 
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down my life with you, and for you. AllI aſk 
is the {ame pledge of fidelity and affection that [ 
give; and let me add, rot as an incitement to 
your COuraye, but as a teſtimony of my own 
gratitude, tat, from this hour, till we go into 
quar c, your pay ſhall be double.—Acquit 
* yourſelycs like men, and put your confidence in 
* God. 

The eſſect of this ſpeech was ſuch as can nei- 
ther be deſcribed nor conceived ; the general emo- 
tion burſt into an univerſal ſhout, and the looks 
and demeanour of the men were animated to a de- 
gree little ſhort of phrenzy. 

The account of this battle publiſhed by autho- 
rity is as follows. On the 24th of October, the 
king's army happened to be divided into ſeveral 
corps, fome of them at the diſtance of twenty 
lezgues aſunder. Upon advice that the princes of 
Saxehilburgharſen and Soubiſe were marching up 
directly ro marſhal Keith, who was then in Lerpſic 
with ſeven battalions, the king reſolved that the 
army ſhould join again, which was executed the 
17th of October. The whole army remained at 
Leiphck the 28th and 2gth, and every body 
thought that the battle would be fought in the 
plains of Lutzen. On the zoth the king drgw 
nign that place; and, on the 31ſt, in, going thro' 
Weiſenſels and Merſburg, 500 men were made 
priſoners of war. 

The enemy had repaſſed the Sala; and burnt 
down the bridges at Weiſenfels, Merſeburg, and 
Halle; but they were ſoon repaires, and the 
whole army, having palled the river thro' theſe 
three towns, joined again the 3d of November in 
the evening, over againſt the enemy. 

The king was going to engage them on the 
4th, but deferred it, and the whole day was ſpent 


in a cannonade, to which our cavairy, being molt 
advanced, 
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advanced, were expoſed, and by which the French 


killed them nine men. 

On the 5th intelligence was brought, at nine 
o'clock in the morning, that the enemy was every 
where in motion; We heard their drums beating 
the march the whole morning ; and we could very 
plainly perceive from our camp, that their whole 
infantry, which had drawn nearer upon the riſing 
grounds over againſt us, was filing off towards 
their right. No certain judgment, however, could 
yet be formed of the enemy's real deſign ; and as 
they were in want of bread, it was thought proba- 
ble, that they would repaſs the Unſtrut: but it 
was ſoon perceived that ſeveral of their motions 
were contradictory to each other. At the ſame 
time that ſome of their infantty was filing off to- 
wards their right, a large body of cavalry marched 


towards their left; direCtivg its march all alocg to 


the riſing grounds, with which our whole camp, 


which lay in the bottom between the villages of 
Redefow and Roſbach, was ſurrounded, within the 


reach of large cannon. Soon after, that cavalry 
was ſeen to halt, and afterwards to fall back to the 


right. Some of this corps remained, however, 


whilſt the reſt was marching back. About two in 
the afternoon, our doubts were cleared up; end it 
plainly aprerred, that the enemy intended to at- 
rack us, and that their diſpoſitions were made 
with a view to ſurrcund us, and to open the action 
by attacking us in the rear. In caſe we had been 
defeated, the corps potted over againſt Bederow, 
was to have fallen upon our routed troops, and to 
have prevented their retiring to Merſeburg, the 
only retreat which would then have been left us. 
The king took the reſolution to march up to 
the enemy, and to attack them. 
His majeſty had determined to make the attack 
with one wing only ; and the diſpoſition of the 
enemy 
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enemy made it neceſſary that it ſhould be with the 
left wing. The very inſtant the battle was going 
to begin, his majeſty ordered the general, who 
commanded the right wing, to decline it, to take 
a proper poſition in conſequence thereof, and, 
above all, to prevent our being ſurrounded. All 
the cavalry ot our right wing, except two or three 
ſquadrons, had already marched to the left, which 
was done at full gallop; and being arrived at the 
place aſſigned them, they formed over againſt that 
of the enemy. Our cavalry moved on imme- 
diately ; the enemy's advanced to meet them, and 
the charge was very fierce; ſeveral regiments of 
the French coming on with great reſolution, The 
advantage, kowever, Was entire y on our fide. 
The enemy's cavalry being routed, were purſued 
for a conſiderable time, with the greateſt ſpirit, 
But having afterwards reached an eminence, which 
gave them an opportunity of rallying, our cavalry 
fell upon them afreſh, and gave them ſo thorough 
a defeat, that they betook themſelves to flight in 
the utmoſt diſorder. This happened at four in the 
afternoon. Whilſt the cavaliy charged, our in- 
fantry opened themſelves. Ihe enemy canno- 
naded them very briſkly during this interva), and 
did ſome execution, but our artillery was not be- 
hind-hand with them. This cannanzce having 
continued on both ſides a full quarter of an hour, 
without the leaſt intermiſſion, tne fice of che in- 
fantry began. The enemy could not ſtand it, nor 
reſiſt the valour of our foot, who gallantly marched 
vp to their batteries. Theſe batteries were carried 
one after another, and the enemy was forced to 
give way, which they did in great confuſion. As 
the left wing advanced, the right changed i's po- 
ſition, and, having ſoon met with a ſmall riſing 
ground, they availed themſelves of it by planting 
ſixteen heavy pieces of artillery on it. The fire 
from thence was partly pointed at the enemy's 
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right, to increaſe the diſorder there, and took their 
left wing in front, which was exceſſively galled 
thereby. At five, the victory was decided, the 
cannon ceaſed, and the enemy fled on all ſides. 
They were puriued as long as there was any light 
to diſtinguiſh them; and it may be ſaid that the 
night alone was the preſervation of ths army, 
which was ſo formidable in the morning. They 
took the benefit of the darkneſs to hurry on to 
Freyburg, and there to repaſs the Unttrut, which 
they did on the morning of tie 6th, after a whole 
night's march, The king ſet out early in the 
morning with al! his cavalry to purſue them, ſup- 
ported by four battalions of grenadiers; the whole 
infantry following them in two columns. The 
enemy had paſſed the Unſtrut at Freyburg, when 
we arrived on its banks; and, as they had burnt 
the bridge, it became neceſſary to make another, 
which, however, was ſoon done. The cavalry 
paſſed firſt, but could not come up with the enemy 
till five in the evening, upon the hilis of Eckerſ- 
berg. It was too late to force them there; and 
the king therefore thought proper to canton his 
army in the neare{t villages, and to be ſatisfied 
with the ſucceſs our huſſars had, in taking near 
200 baggage waggons, and every thing in them, 
This ſo plorzous victery muſt be more agreeable to 
his mejeſy than any one he has ever gained, as it 
was at the price of ſo little blood, gur whole of; 
not excecding -5co killed and wounded, Among 
the ſormer is genera] Meincke. His royal high- 
neſs prince Henry and general Zeidlitz, are both 
ſlightiy wounded. 

Tae following extract of a letter frem an office: 
in the army of the empire, dated from Erfurth, 
November 7, 1757, will give us further light in 
to this important affair. f 
At cu inthe morning of the zoth paſt, we left 
our quarters at Stoſſen, and received orders to repa.r 
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toWeiſlentels: the regiment of Varall marched thro 
the city, and over the bridge, and was cantoned at 
Petra; two repiments, viz. thoſe of Naſſau and Deux 
Pont, and Bechman' s of Bavaria, with two compa- 
nies of French grenadiers, temzined atVV cillentels, 

Oa the ziſt at five in the morning, the Prut- 
fans came and attacked the city: upon this, the 
whole army was ordered to aſſemble; but prince 
Hilbcurghauſen's quarters being at half e e 
diſtance from the ci: y, prince George of Darmſta 
commanded in his abſence, and took every — 
ble method to make reſiſtanee; but it was too late: 
they were obliged to retire, and that noble bridge, 
which had coſt above 100,000 crowns, was burnt 
to ſecure our retreat. Ihe Pruſiizn artillery made 
a terrible, fice, whilſt the tworegiments were paſſing 
the bridge. 'The regiment of Deux Ponts loſt four 
officers and two private mer, upon this cccaſion : 
the captains Murclarode and Dames, and two licu- 
tenants were among the former. The whole army 
continued before che town, and the figld- mai ſhal iu 
his quarters at Bugerau, In the night 300 of the 
Wurtſburg imperial ;egiment were de ached to the 
place where the bridge had been, in order to ob- 
ſer ve the enemy. 

During the whole night, a noiſe was heard in the 
city, cccaſioned by the ſtrokes of mallets, but it 
was not diſcovered till break of day tifit e ꝗᷓ houſes 
had been turned into batteries. As they were not 
vet finiſhes, we eaſily diſmounted them with our fix 
pieces of cannon, which where ſent thither ; and 
killed them four ſoldiers and one work man. 

The 17 of November the fire from the artillery 
contigued on both fices till ten e'clockx, when we 
began to match towards Merſebourg, the baggage 
having gore before as far as Camburg, we were 
foiced to lie on ihe ground without wood or mak 
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In the mean while the French were reinforced 
with 20 battalions and 18 ſqusdrons, commanded 
by the duke de Broglio. The zd of November 
we put ourſelves in a poſture to wait the enemy ; 
at One in the afternoon, we retreated a league to- 
wards Freyburgh, where we halted ; at hve we 
were drawn up in order of battle; and thus we ad- 
vanced flowly towards the enemy all night. We 
were poſted in a wood on the right, where we 
covered ourſelves by felling trees; and batteries 
were placed by the French on the two eminencies 
at each end of the word, On the 4th we were in 
the preſence of the enemy, and cannonaded each 
other. The enemy's cavalry advanced, but were 
repulſed by outs, ſuſtained by the fire of our artil- 
lery. The enemy's infantry then moved forward 
in three columns, but were alſo repulſed. On the 
5th the cannonading began very early in the morn- 
ing on both ſides. The left wing of the enemy ex- 
tended as far as Legen, and their right to Schorta ; 
and our army was poſted in the wood at Wane- 
roda. At noon, our army, as well as the French, 
had orders to form the line of battle, and to march: 
out of the intrenchments which we had made. We 
advanced towards the enemy, keeping a little, 
however, towards the left. The enemy made a 
feint of retiring, on which we redoubled our pace, 
but we ſoon tound: what kind of retreat they were 
making. In order to deceive us the more effec- 
tually, they had ſent ſome ſquadrons towards Mer- 
ſeburg; but the reſt of their army was drawn up: 
behind an eminence which concealed them from 
us. It muſt be confeſſed that we fell completely 
into the ſnare. The firſt line of the French and 
our cavalry continued advancing; when all on a 
ſudden our right wing received a terrible. fire from 
the enemy, which we returned briſkly ; but, as 
we had been obliged to advance in ſome hurry, 
Our 
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our Tanks were a little diſordered; which made the 
enemy's fire fall the more heavy upon us. Our 
cavalry Hed the firſt upon full g@llop, but our ar- 
tillery ſupported us ſome time longer; at laſt the 
French fled likewiſe ; and, being then no longer 
able to reſiſt the enemy, the rout became general. 
We have loſt all our baggage and artillery, and at 
leaſt 10,000 men. We marched the whole night, 
and paſhng the river at Frey burg, arrived at Echerſ- 
berg at fix o'clock in the morning. At two o'clock 
in the afternoon the field marſhal and prince 
George 3 us. They had hardly ſet down to 
dinner, but we perceived the enemy at our heels, 
who cannonaded us briſkly ; and, as our army was 
not got together, nothing was left for us but to re- 
treat. Having again marched all night, we ar- 
rived at laſt at Erfurth, where we now are in want 
of every thing, tho? we arc rather better off than 
before. It is now eight days ſince our men have 
had bread ; they have lived upon turnips and ra- 
diſhes, which they dug out of the earth.” 

To the foregoing let us add the following letter 
from Leipſic, dated Nov. 9, which will further 
illuſtrate this glorious action of our hero. 

«© It is unfortunately but too certain, that the 
combined army has been totally defeated and dil- 
perſed. One part of it has fled by Naumburg, 
the other by Freyburg. The prince of Deſſau 
purſues the one, and the king in perſon the other. 
There have been broaght to Merſeburg above 
5000 priſoners, beſides 300 officers, They are 
confined in the churches. 

The army of the Empire has loſt 64 pieces of 
cannon, with kettle drums, colours and ſtandards 
in great number. General Revel, brother to the 
Duke of Broglio, died yeſterday of his wounds at 
Merſeburg. This enormous misfortune is attri- 
buted ſolely to the injudicious diſpoſitions of the 
two 
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two commanders; and it is aſſured, that for two 
days, the army had not had a morſel of bread. 
Three hundred wee gons with the heavy baggaze 
of the French army, and a great number of mules 
were taken yelterdzy at Echerſberg. Potterity 
will never believe, that at moſt, 18,000 Pruſſians, 
ſhould rout an army of above 60,0co men. Laſt 
night 300 waggons came hither, loaded with 
wounded French and Swiſs, who are in great 
diſtreſs for want of a ſufficient number of ſurgeons. 
This day we are informed from Merſeburg, that 
the number of priſoners amounts already t010,000, 
The peaſants of Gotha and Thuringe, bring in 
numbers of them, in reſentment of the bad treat- 
men: they have met with from the French : They 
add further, that the victors have taken in all 164 
pieces of cannon.” 

While things went on thus ſucceſsfully for his 
Pruſſian majeſty in Germany, his tioc ps were cloſely 
preiled by the Auſtrians in Sileſia. Schweidnirz, 
the only town of ſtrength in that dutchy, was 
cloſely beſieged by a ſuperior force, and the lit le 
army of the prince of Bevern cut off from its re- 
lief, by the main body of the enemy under marſhal 
Daun. His majeſty, ſenſible of the danger, and 
firmly perſuaded of the fidelity f his generals, and 
the bravery of his troops, and that they would de- 
fend t}:ciftelfes to the laſt extremity, formed a re- 
ſolution of marching to their aſſiſtance, with a con- 
fiderable part of his victorious army; tho' what 
is almoſt incredible to relate, part of them 
had been aſſembled but a few days before, from 
places more than a hundred miles diſtance. The 
events which followed, are related in a letter from 
a Pruſſian officer in Sileſia, publiſhed in the London 
Gezette, by which it will appear, that his Pruſſian 
majeſty had reaſon to alter his opinion, _ re- 

pect 


( 69 ) 
ſpect to the fidel ty of ſome of his officers. The 
letter runs thus, 

«« You already know, that the Auſtrians, having 
penetrated into Sileſia with ſuperior forces to thoſe 
of the prince of Bevern, that prince, who was 
obliged to weaken his army by the detachnents 
with which he angmented the neighbouring garri- 
ſons, had no other courſe to take, than to poſt him- 
ſelf in an advantageous camp before Breſlau, and 
there wait for the enemy. But, inſtead of attack - 
ing him, they undertook the ſiege of Schweidnitz, 
with a part of the army, and the troops of Bavaria 
and Wurtemberg. The ſiege was puſhed from 
the 27th of Oct. when it began with ſo much the 
more vigour, as the Auſtrians carried it cn by 
foreign troops, for the preſervation of whom they 
were not very anxious, for which reaſon it coſt 
them about Sooo men. 

On the 11th they made a general aſſault, but 
the garriſon made ſo vigorous a refiſtance, that the 
Avſtrians loit a great number of men in it, and 
only carried two redoubts, without making any 
conſiderable breach in the ramparts of the town. 
The general, who commanded at Schweidnitz, 
judged it proper, however, to capitulate the next 
day, and to give themſelves up priionzrs of war, 
with the garriſon, which con cd of abou; 4000 
men. It muft be acknowiedgec that the Auſtrians 
found in this place a greet quantity of proviſions, 
ammunition and money. 

The garriſon, who had {een the czpitulation 
with the greateſt diſcontent, and who hid offered 
more than once to force their way thro” the be- 
ſiegers, leatned by (chance, wile they were con- 
ducting them into Bohemia, the great victory 
which the king kad obtained near Poſbach; which 
news animated them fo far, that the greateſt part 
forced 
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Forced the eſcort, which was but weak, and eſcaped, 
and rejoined his majeſty's troops; ſo that the 
Auftrians have fcarce kept 200 men of the priſoners 
they made at Schweidnitz. When that place was 
taken, the corps which beſieged it, rejoined the 
main army near Lila, and the enemy reſolved to 
attack the prince of Bevern without delay, and 
before the king, who they knew was marching, 
and had paſſed Luſatia, in ſpite of the corps under 
the generals Marſchal and Haddick, could come to 
his aſſiſtance. It was on the 22d at nine o'clock 
in the morning, with a force three times ſuperior 
to his; a ſuperiority of which they themſelves 
boaſted in their journals, and in all the Gazettes 
which copied them. General Nadaſti had even 
placed himſelf with a ſeparate body on the flank 
of our right wing. The attack was not advanta- 
geous to the Auſtrians : Their right wing was en- 
tirely beat, and forced to retire towards New- 


- mark, Lieutenant-general Ziethen, who com- 


manded our leſt wing, beat allo the corps under 
Nadaſti, and the enemy, who gave the battle up 
for loſt, thought only of a retreat. But ſome 
regiments on our right having ſuffered greatly, the 
duke of Bevern judged it fit to retire to his camp, 
and to pa's the Oder to Breſlau the following 
night. The Auſtrians, not ſeeing any thing to 
oppole cem but that city, returned to the field of 
battle, which we had quitted, to their great ſur- 
prize. Our loſs is ſmall, that of the enemy, on 
the contrary, according to the beſt accounts, and 
by the intercepted letters of their own officers, 
amounts in the whole to 20,000 men. 

On the 23d we remained behind Breſlau. 

On the 24th at four in the morning, the prince 
of Bevern going to reconnoitre without eicort, and 
accompanied only by a groom, was taken by an ad- 
vanced 
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vanced party of Croats, a ſmall body of which had 
peſſ d the Oder, under the command of general Beck. 

After we had in vain expected tne return of the 

prince on the 24th, Liewtenant-general Kiau took 
the command by virtue of his ſeniority. Lieute- 
nan!-general Leſtwitz, whom the king had ordered 
to take the command at Breſlau, not being able to 
maintain himſelf in a place ſo extenſive, and ſo ill 
fortified, capitulated on condition that the garriſon 
and wounded ſhould have free liberty to march 
out, but that they ſhould not act againſt the Em- 
preſs queen during the courſe of this war. 
The king, who could not have any news of all 
theſe events, as the enemy were between him and 
the army in Sileſia, arrived in this interval on the 
24th at Naumburg on the Queiſs, and on the 2gth 
at Parchwitz. 

Our corps, commanded at preſent by the brave 
lieutenant-general Ziethen, had repaſſed the Oder, 
and happily rejoined the army of the king at 
Parchwitz, on the iſt of this month; and by this 
junction his majeity has again aſlembled a moſt re- 
ſpectable army. 

We are but two marches from the enemy, who 
at preſent occupy the advantageous camp we had 
before Breſlau. Theſe misfortunes, conſiderable 
as they are, ought not to be attributed to our 
troops, whoſe ſpirit and activity have never 
ſlackened; but to cauſes which time will not fail 
to diſcover. However it be, the whole army is 
fall of ardor to march againſt the enemy under the 
king's command, and to reſtore things to their 
former ſtate. This was effected almoſt as ſoon as 
reſolved as we ſhall fee in the ſequel.” 

When an account of this battle before Breſlau was 
brought to Vienna, the news at firſt occaſioned a 
greit joy at court, but was much abated by the 
particulars of the actio a, the moſt bloody that hiſ- 

tory 
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tory can furniſh an initance of. People did not 
ſcruple to ſay, that, juch another victory, there 
would be ane end of the Auſtrian army. It coſt the 
lives of 20,000 Auſtrians, The court in vain en- 
deavoured to palliare this loſs ; for it was eaſy to 
be ſeen they repentec of having given orders to at- 
tack the Pruſſtans, who had made igch a reſiſtance 
as was not to be expected, notwithi:n Þs. the 

many proofs they had already given ©! their ſpirit 
and bravery. In ſhort, ſeveral generals of the army 
wrote, that the number of the Alain. were equal to 
the numbers of the Pruſſian army before the battle. 
This will not be difficult to be believed, when it is 
known that the heat cf the action laſted from ele- 
ven oclock in the morning til! ix in the evening, 
and that four inecceſihle intrenchments were to 
be forced. planted thick with cannon, which fired 
cart: ige ihot from near nine inthe morning till the 
evening. The Pruſſians were never put into con- 
fuſion, and retreated in good order. Their loſs is 
not computed at above 3 or 4000 men in killed, 
wounded, and priſoners. Some letters even aſſure, 
that the prince of Bevern retreated only to ſave his 
men. That prince, the ſecond night after the battle, 
going to reconnoitre the enemy, with only his groon 
3n company, fell into the hands of a party of Croats, 
whom be miſtook for a poſt of Pruſſian huſſats, 
and was conducted to the head quarters of the in- 
perial army, from whence prince Charles ſent him 
priſoner into Moravia. 

Let us now return to the Fing of Pruffia, whom 
we left in purſuit of his enemies; from which being 
returned with all the trophies of a complete victory, 
he went to Leipſic, from hence he proceded with 
his army towa; ds Sileſia. As this march was ren- 
dered memorable by ſome exiraord:nary events, | 
ſhall give the following authentic relation as pub- 
liſhed 1n the Berlin Gazette, 
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Aſter our troops had purſued the army of the em 
pire as ſar as Erfurth, and that of the F rench to Quer- 
furth, it was reſolved to marc tothe relief of Schwe- 
jdnitz, which was b:fizped by general N. dali, 
the king ſet out from Leipfic the i zth of November, 
with 19 battalions and 28 ſquadrons, Whil!! this 
corps was marc bing towards Luſatis, marſhal Keith 
got into Bohemia thro' the deſile of Pallebary, He 
took, at Leutmeritz, a conftierable magezine, 
which the enemy had there, ſet fire to the bridge 
over the Elbe, and marched on towards Prague. 
We continued our march with great Gilipence, Up pon 
our coming to Groiten Ihayn, we received the 
diſagreable news of the ſurrender of Schweidaitz. 
General Marichal was drawn out of Luſatia, and 
the corps which the king comm anded pet on the 
2h to Naumburg upon the Quciſs, We heard 
there, chat on the 224 there had been an action be- 
tween marihal Daun and the prince cf Bevern, 
which, it was ſaid, had ended to cut advantage; 
but the next day it wes known that Ee ve:n's army 
had been fo:ced in bis intrenchmente, and kid re- 
tired to the other ſide of the Oder, id, ſoon after, 
that Breſlau hed furtendersd. We wrede forced 
marches, and, on thy 293th ont to Parch itz near 

the Oder, were cur van U ſuprized a detach; 

of 1100 Auſtriane, 
Io made priiozers. The pine. 
my had paſſed tte Oder at (ilogau } 
the 2d of D: corner. Or the 3:5 the troops refed, 
being »ieatly fati uedwich he tiiſſome matches hoy 
had made. On the th we marched to guntarek 
bere we m2ce Goo priſoners, molt of them pan- 
Gours or hullats. Ve heard th 


0 


t Pin | aricy 
had Jeſt Prefiiv with bis at 4 8 tra: he bed advanced 
beyond Lilla, that his id t wing was covert bytbe 
village oi Nierpen. and! is left by 1 Galau, 
with the cn itz in his rear, Ihe my 
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march'd on the 5th very early in the morning. 
i Ovr vanguard met the enemy's near the village 
[7 of Born, conſiſting of two regiments of huſſars a» d 
the Saxon dragoons, attacked them, drove them 
back to their own camp, took ſix officers, and 
about 500 priſoners. As ſoon as our army had got 
to the high grounds, it was reſolved to attack the lef: 
of the enemy. We extended ourſejves to the right as 
far as the rivulet of Schweidnitz. The attack began 
in a wood, where the enemy had poſted ſome in- 
| fantry, which we ſoon forced. The enemy, who 
had found themſelves turned, were obliged to turn 
| their poſition, They bad loſt the poſt that covered 
them, which put them under the neceſſity of taking 
precipitately the firſt poſt that came in their way, 
in order to prevent our raking their whole army 
from one wing tn the other, They poſted ſome 
brigaies of foot on an eminence that lay behind 
the wood, which was attacked by our rizht, and 
carried after an obſtinate reſiſtance. The enemy 
formed a new line near the village of Leuten, where 
they defended theniſ:lves uh great bravery, 
but where we forced them. Then our cavalry of 
the right charged tha of the enemy, and beat them, 
but were checked by the enemy's fi ing upon them 
with cartridge hot, Our caval:y, however, reco- 
vered themielv:s preſen'ly, and made a great num- || 
ber priſouers. During all theſe different attacks, | 
the right of the Aulitian cavalry and infentry came I: 
up ; our left f cav l= charges that of the enemy, || 
and broke them; after Wich the regiment of Ba- | , 
reut took the Auſtrian inf-ntry, which was poſted I} +; 
on an emwence, inthe rear, a: the { me time that the || ;, 
left of our infantry at:zcked them in fro-t, The 1} 
whole ot this co:ps of the « nemy Wes broke, and . 
the king purſued them as far as Liſta, The ac-J 
tion began at one o'clock in ihe ift:rn-on, and en- || 
ded at four. if das light had lafted another hour, Io. 
their defeat would ſtill have ben greater. 
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On the Gth we purſurd the enemy es far as Bre- 
au. 

The 7th we invele] the own, and 21 the pre- 
parations were made to beſie e it, Ihe ſame da 
general Zicthen was detachen with a large body of 
cavalry znd i; fartry in puriuit of the enemy. He 
ſoon atiei took above zoo waggeons Of their ba, 
gave ard provitions, fume Cannon, ard a prodigi— 
eus number of priſeners. He is ft] at their heeis. 
The Aulr.ans are marching towards Or ſbourg, 
without its being yet poſſible o know whether 
they are taking the road to Schwe dutz or Mora vis. 

Ve have taken in this baue 291 officers, amon 
whom are the Lieuterant generals Odanel 7 
Noſitz, Col. count Brown, and others. The num- 
ber of priſoners taken in this battle, and in the pur- 
ſuit, amounts to 21,500 men. We have beſides 
taken 119 peccs Gl cannon, 51 colours and ſtand- 
ards, 4000 waggons of ammunition ard baggage. 
We reckon on our ſide 500 killed, and 2300 woun- 
acd. We hare cot leſt any general, except major 
general Rrokow of the cragoons, who was woun-. 
ded end taken when our cavalry was fit repulſ-d. 
Tue officers, and even the common ſoldiers, have 
behaved to a0miratiion in this battle. 

Aſter this ſignal victory, the king be ſieged Bre- 
lau, which he tock in a few aays, with the IN 5 
ſonſconſiſting of 106, co men; and baving ſeuc a'fe- 
tachment to block up Schweidnitzac fue his kead - 
quarters at Breſlau, The ſeaſon being now far 
advanced, and the weather too ſevere to under- 
tal-e any ente prize of conſequerce ; the Kk ing con- 
tented himfclt with retaking iome few towns t at 
the Auſtri ns had poſſeſſed remielves of in Sileſia, 
nd put the reſt of bis army, which was not out 
upon excurſions, into winter qua'ters ; were we 
ſhall leave them till the next campaign brings thera 
out into the held again. 

E 2 While 
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While the king was thus tiumphing over bis 
eremies, the Swedes, at the inſtig' tion of France, 
invaded Anterior Pomerania, Upon wiick mar- 
ſial Lehwald, after the retreat of the Ruſſians, 
took 1.5000 el, part of di- army, and marched 
into this province to drive cut the Swedes, who, 
under the ſt:le vretence of preſerving the peace of 
Weftpha'in hat ſent an army with a d deſien to con- 
quer and aunex it to the eros n of Sweden , tf which 
it ſormer y bclorged, but bad een ceded, for valu- 
able coni:cerat ond, to the king of Pruſlia, As the 
Pruſſiars had no ſulpicion of zn *tiack from that 
guzrter, they he but few ti oops in that province; 
and con ſequen:!y the Swedes iound but little C ifff 
culty in over running it in a lit le ti 
approach of marſhaiLehwa's they: ben 'gaed 811 the 
townStiey nad tzF2niIna li tl times; ani as bemer- 
ſal advanced, retired into Sπε dνιn˙ Fo ne ani: ung 
at la ſt took ſhelter under the cannon of 5 
daring to face the P. oMans 11 te er geld; ; by 
by which means the marſhal g oſſeſſid himiclf of 
many cf their fortified towns ant fron pieces, 

During his m — et 1 at Breſlau, wich was the 


_ 


remaini- g part of the winter, he ſpent histime in pre- 
paring for the enſuing campstun, and recruiting his 
army: he diviged his tr oops rity four bodies, ane 


af + which te af lebt ed cn the rig! t 6 f toe Oder, 
to ccver Sc ſia, and face tie Reſñans, ift hey f culd 
advance that way ; another in upper eil H. on the 
fice of Mo: avie, to prefer ve at tie ieme time the 
communication wich Glatz; a tꝭ ira i Lofatis, to ſe- 
cure à communication with Saxony, and annoy the 
iromiers of Lohimis and 2 fur th on the fide of 
Schweidni:z, to deco mt cd by the k ding in perſon. 
His majeſty, on his I ing B eſlau, marched 
towerds the confines of Bohemia, and ſent a detach- 
mert ſorwards to att- ck Trautencu in wh ich was 
an Avfrian gerriſon, who, after a warm rt ſiſtance 
wes driven back to marſhal Daun's army. The 
taking 


, 
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taking of Trautenan opened the Pruſſizrs an entro2cG 
into Bohemia, wheie they immediately poured 171 
detachments of light troops to make excuſions in- 
to the country. At the ſame time Baron Fouquet, 
the commandant of Glatz, marched up to ge- 
neral Jahnus, diſloged him from his polte, and 
obliged him to retire into Bohemia. 

About the beginning of April their Britannic 
and Pruſnan vzeitics entered 5-6 a new tieaty of 
Hance, the prinC:; a. articles ot which arc (2 {our 
iviiowing, VIZ. 


1. That the king of Praſſia ſha!l direct the mi- 
litary operations in Germany, in iuch mznner as he 
thinks may bei anſwer the end of that alliance 


2. That the army which is to = in 
in the territories of Hanover, or provinc 
ſnall be in the pay of Great B: fig tho! uni 
immediate command and direction of his Prof an 
majeſty. 


oY Fa i. 
* est. aids 


3. That the ſubſidy, which his Britannic mejeſty 
and parliamert are to pay We king of P:ullia, Waile 
the war lails, ſnail bs C70, o certain, 


4. That the two contract: 17 powers engage: 
enter upon no negotiations of pezce, but by m*tual 
conſent, and to ag in ell things with the moſt per 
fect confidence, the enemies 0! He one parey being 


deemed the foes of the other in all reſpects, 


By means of this treaty the hands of both parties 
were greatly ftreagthencd ; and by the excellent 
conduct and brav ery of prince Ferdinend, the king 
of Pruſſia's general, at the head of the Britiſh army, 
the French were obliged to quit Hanover, and 
tho' join'd by the imperial forces, were worited in 

3 leveral 


1 
ſeveral ations, p2rticulzrly i: the battle of Crevelt, 
where prince 1 een paine 6 a complete victory. 
Bur to return to tbe ung of Pruſlia, whom we leit 
in ileſia, putting ins a: mies every Where in mo- 
don 

On the ipthof April, Schweidnitz, which had for 
ſome time been beſieged by the Pruſſians, e-pitu- 
lated, and the gatriſon ſurrendered priſoners of 
war, condſting of 3209 men, and 250 officers. A 
large rein of artil.cry, and great quantities of am- 
munition and p.oviion were Found 1 in the place. 

Wai'e the Auſtrians were watching the motions 
of the king of Proſſia, that prince, to the ſurprize 
of his enemies, put himſelf at the head of 30, co 
of hs beſt troops, mice a ſudden and unexpected 
mach into Mcravia, penetrated far into the coun- 
try. and Ja'd it under contributicn*. Vienna it- 
ſcif, the reſidence cf the emperor, and his queen 
conſort, was in the utmoſt conſternation, being 
apprehe:. ſice of a very ua*ecicome viſit from his 
nay. By re ;r.to the heart of that pro- 
vince, the king thought to have cut off the com- 
MUunicetion . Bees Vienna and marſhal Daun. 
Buctuhis general, watching the motions and deftgrs 
of the ing, had put bimſelf at the head of 
30, ooo men, and marched to Leutomiſſ⸗l, in order 
de gene! 2 into Moravia by the pals of Ker zel- 
co:if and Zwirtav, and th -1cdy preſerve his com- 
munication with Auſtria. 

The king's urſt operiiions were, to lay ſiege to 
Olmutz, a flir-ng city, and capital of Moravia. 
Whiic che troops were pal on the ſiege with 
great vigour, the king wes informed that a large 
„ody of the entmy's Cavairy wes advancing to- 
wards his camp, Uron which the king ordered 
the prince of Wartemburg to attack them with his 
troops; which he did fo ſucceſsfully, that the 

Auſtrian 
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Auſtrian cavalry was routed at the firſt onſet, and 
purſued to the gates o Brinn, 

Count Daun, beigg cenrous cf railing the ſiege 
of Olmatz, qui:ted his camp at Gewitz, and 
marched all night with ſuch {ecreſy and ſilence, 
that the Pruſſians knew nothing cf it till he was 
got in their neighbourhood. The king ſcarce 
cred'ting the report that they were fo near him, 

reſolved to reconnoitre their army himſelf ; but in 
the aitempt was nearly teing token, aud only 
eſcaped by the ſxiftnels of his horſe. 

The fiege, howevct, went on very briſk'y, 
without any inicrrupticu tem marſnal Davn, But 
when the Pruſſians bad ſo tuined the works of the 
place, that it wa: jak on the pail nt of ſurrendering, 
an unlu*ky accicert happered. which obliged them 
to 12iſe the ſiege and be gone, Ammunition and 

roviſions, it {zeras, began to be very ſcarce in: t'-e 
Pre in camp. The bir g had ſent for ſupplies 
from Sileſia. The Arſt, ans had intelligence of 
thi: convoy, ard with two large bodies of troops 
that were ſent out for that purpoſe, attacked it Ga 
tne read, beat the forces tiat guarded eit, took 2 
great number of the waggoiis, and Crove back 
a great many more to Troppau fron whence 2 ey 
ſe: out, and but veiy feu got lafe to tie Pruſſian 
canp. It's ſaid, that this convoy 4 ah 
42co waggons, and that the Auſtrians pole fled 
them. (clves of 1c00 of them. 

The king, be ng thus dilappointed of his am 
muni ion, was cbiged 10 reiſe the ſiege of O1 
mu'z, vkhich was Jane with little or no loſs. He 
likewiſe though: pr per t9 re:i:e out of Moravia, 
which he effected in ſo maſter:y 2 manne”, that he 
carried off all his art eller), ammunition, baggage, 
&c. without any los, tbo' puriued by 30, coo uf 

tne Auſtrian irtegulars. 
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The king directed his march for Bohemia, and 
arrived at Konigzoratz the 11th of July, there he 
forced general 24CCOW With 7000 wen; who was 
not only fttongly fortihed on the fide of the Elbe, 
but had 2 13 106 n up intrerchments all round 
the town, ard had made all poſlible preparations 
for its defence. As the bridge over the river 
was broke down, it czuſed ſome delay before any 
part of the cavalry cod paſz. When this was 
done, and while diſpoſitions were making for a 
. neral attack, general Buccow thought proper te 

Landon all his jattepchments and retire, eavir 

: place ard eve.” _ ng the Auſtrians had in it, 
to the poſſeſſion of the Praſſians. 

Mz2n while the king was informed, that the 
Nuſſi ans, having collected their forces together. had 
an a my of 70,099 men, had befeged Cuſtrim, 
and were meking great devallations in his domi- 
nions, ard that general Dohna had but 30,000 
men to oppoſe them. Upon which the king toc: 
the reſolution to put himſe'f at the head of his 
am; there in order to give them battle, having 
fit left an army under maiſhil Keith to prevent 
the Aufrians frum penetrating into Sileſia. Ac- 
cordingly the 11th of Auguit, the king marched 
at the head of 19,000 ct o!en troops, with which 
be jvined gererat Dohna. Theſz troops, to the 
ſurpiæe of « every body, he e in waggons 
aud behi-d the cavalry to Cuſtrim, fifty German 
miles, equal to 229 Eng liſn miles, in nine says. 
On the junction of the wo armics, a battle en- 
ſued; the particulars of which were commuai- 
cated to the pub'ic in the following letter from 


TAr. Michel}, our reſident with the king of Pruſſia, 
and then in his army. 

*« On the 20th of Auguſt the king arrived at 
Franckfort upon the Oder, by the way of 
Z.cb:gen, with the reinforcement he brought from 
Sileſia. 
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Sileſia. In the two laſt marches his mejeſiy was 
on the ſame ſid- of the river with the Ruſtians 
bat they did nothing to interrupt his march. 

On the 21ſt in the morning, the king went with 
his huſfars to count Dobn#f%s camp, and was fol- 
jowed that nigbt by the remainder f his cor ps, 
ſo that the whole army was aflembled at Gorpas 
the 22d at 7 o'clock in the mornitg ; and the 
junction being made, they marchea cn at 10 o'ciock 
at night. 

On the 23d, his majeny cauſed a bridge to be 
thrown over ta 0 cr ai Gataviſe ; which was done 
with ſo much diſy batch, that the whole army paſſed 
the titer the fame day, and h's majeſty took up 
his quarters at Golaſlan. 

The 24th, the kirg let the army, which was 
very much ſatigued with the long and toiliome 
march they had ma e, reſt till one o'c!oct in the 

2f;ernoon, aſter which he marched to Dirmi'zel, 
Wacre he encamped; and made his diſpoſitions for 
attacking the enemy the next Cay. 

The 2xth, the arm) marched in four columns, 
three af inf entry, and one of cavalry, lieut ene 
general Manteuffel, at the need of ten battalions, 
forming the vinguard, and thy" they were od — 
to crals the little river Mirz<l, over one ſiagle 
bridge, the wile arctyed in prefence of the eg ty 
at eigat © COCK in ne morning, 5 immediate ly 
formed in ord<r of battle. 
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fantry made @ great reſiſtance, ſo far, as to render 
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the action for {ume time doubt on our letz: 
where their right wing endexvouin;, t improve 


its advant tage, emen Lt gener. 1 82 dle u allened 
up thither, at the head of his own 1c imen: of the 
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guardes du cerps and the gendarmes; and, after 
having routed the Ruſſian cavalry, which covered 
it, he fell upon the inſan'ry, broke it, and re- 
covered the affair. The Ruſians, forced at laſt t 
quit the field of batile, formed themſelves into 
a ſquare, in order to cover the remaining part of 
their baggage, and paſſod that night in that po- 
ſition. Ihe king alſo remained that night upon 
the field of battle wich bis whoie amy, and took 
the neceſſary meaſures to improve his advantage. 

The 26th, his m- jeny advanced again towards 
the enemy, and the cannenadinug was renewed ; 
but it did not laſt long, To; the enemy were {forced 
to continue their retreat, abandoning their artil- 
Jery, and a great number of colours, ſtandards, 
&c. Ihe king did not give them time to recover, 
but cauſ:d them to be karrafſed on all ſides during 
the whole dzy ; aud the ſlaughter was very great. 
For however deſir us bis majeſty was to prevent 
the effuſion of ſo much blood, the cruelties of all 
ſorts committed by the enemy, 2nd the ſight of all 
the villages rand abcut, Which the Ruſſiags had 
ſet on fire, had irritated the ſoldiers 10 ſuch a de- 
gree, that it was almoit impoſſible to put a ſtop o 
their fury. Hos ever, a number of priſoners have 
been taken; amon,st whom are ſereral general 
eficers, viz. Generals de Soltikc i, de Cher- 
ricłes, Manti: Tel, Tierembauſen, Chivers, &c. 
General Brown, t'.e ſecond in command, having 
refu'ed quarter, was killed by the Pruſſian dragoons 

This is a niRtzke, ſor he was only dangerouſly 
woundec] Accoiding to the enemy's own Cont:1- 
f1>n, ſeveral of their generals were killed, 

Tue king being unwilling to require more from 
bis intantry without giving them ſome reſt, made 
them encamp on the 26h in the evening, and 
ordered his cavalry and huſlars to continue to 
purſue 
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purſue and harraſs the enemy ; and, on the 27th, 
his m jeſty marched as far as Tamſel. 

General Fermor (general of the Ruſſians) is in 
the moſt critical ſituation, being in want of am- 
munition and proviſions, and obliged to retreat 
before our victorigus amy, the vanguard whereof, 
commanded by prince Maurice of Aahait Deſlav, 
gives him no manner of reit ; ſo that it's impol- 
ible to ſay how he will accompliſh his retreat. 

The ſlaughter of th: enemy has been very 
great; and, if they had not ſullied their bravery 
by ho:rid exceſſes, we ſhould, with the greater 
pleaſure have done them the juſtice, which is 
due to the firmneſs and courage of their infantry. 

We have already taken their military cheſt, con- 
taining about nine hundred thouſand rubles, about 
200. 000% 73 pieces of cannon; and a great 
number o ſtandards and colours. 

We compute cur loſs at about Goo killed, and 
1109 wounded ; among the firſt are two ot his ma- 


jeſty's aids de camp. And we return thanks to God, 


who has viſibly protected us on this important oc- 
caſion, in preſerving his majeity's precious life, 
for which the whole army have ſo often trem- 
bled. 

Another account ſays, that the Pruſſians took 
zoco priſoners, and ki led 18,000 men; that the 
lois of the Pruſſians would have been much'leſs 
conſiderable, if general Seidlitz in the height of 
the battle had not miſtaken two Pruſſian regiments 
for Ruſſians, owing to a trifling difference in their 
un farms. Great numbers were killed and wounded 
before the miſtake was diſcovered. 

Moſt of the troops which the king carried from 
Sileſia, paſſed by Franckfort on the Oder on the 
28th of Auguſt, on their way to Luſatia, each of 
the common men had upwards of 200 rubles. 
{45/. ſterling} in bis pocket, the king having 

diſtributed 
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diſtributed among the troops, to reward their 
bravery, all the rca2y money found upon the Ruſ- 
fians, except a certain fum which he gave to the 
inhabitants of Cuſtrim to enable them to rebuild 
their houſes. 

Juſt as the battle was beginning, the king took 
a pair of colours in his hand, and addreſſing him- 
ſe!'f to his men, ſaid, My lads, the moment is 
now come when we mult fight for our country, 
* to protect it from the run with which it is 
« threatned,* It is eaſy to conceive what an effect 
ſuch a ſpeech muſt have upon the minds of ſol- 
diers, who burnt with deſire to revenge the de- 
vaſtions they beheld all around them. 

The day before the batile, the king intercepted 
a courier diſpatched by count Daun to general 
Fermor, wherein he told him, that the king was 
* march vg to him [Fermor] doubtleſs to attack 
him; and deſired him to be on his guard againſt 
this cunning enemy, whom he did not ſufficiently 
know, and, rather than ſtand his ground, to re- 
treat till he [Daun] ſhould ſtrike the blow he 
meditated in Saxony; where he would ſoon be.” 
The day after the battle, the king ſent back the 
courier With a letter written in the ſame cypher as 
the other, and containing theſe words: You 
were much in the right, marſhal, to apprize 
General Fermor to be on his guard egainſt the 
£ cunning enemy, and to tell him that he did not 
know him ſo well as you cid: he ſtood his 
ground, and has been drubbed.” 

The king quitted his camp at Cuſttim the 2d of 
September, and advanced with long marches with 
a large body of forces io the reliet of his brother 
Henry, whom he leit with an army to protect that 
electorate till his return. But the Auſtrians taking 
advantage of the king's abſence, poured in their 
forces on every ide, Count Daun likewiſe brought 
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r his army over the Elbe, and laid ſiege to Dreſden 
p itſelf. But this is more amply explained in the 
e ſollowing letter from the king of Pruſſia to his mi- 
d niſters at foreign courts. 
« I have at length reaped the fruits of my laſt 

k victory over the Ruſſians. Superior as the 
P were in numbers, even after the defe:t, they 
is * took an advantageous camp three leagues from 
2 the field of battle, where they halced till the 3 1ſt 
is © of Auguſt, to collect the run- aways, and ſecure 
Ct a retreat. On that day they at laſt took a reſo- 
2 * lution to retreat towards Poland by Lanfberg, 
2 after ſetting fire to the greateſt part of their bag. 

gage. I have ſent general Manteuffel in pur- 
d « {uit of them, and general Malchowfki hath al- 
al ready had an opportunity to fall upon their rear, 
as and hath taken three pieces of canncn. You 
k will ſee the particulars, together with a lift of the 
:{t © Ruſlan generals and oflicers, who were made 
ly « priſoners in the battle of the 25th, in the in- 
e- « cloſed paper. 
he « Whiltt I was employed againſt the Ruflians, 
e. * marſhal Daun, as well as the prince of Deux- 
he © Ponts, advanced with all their forces tothe Elbe, 
as to ſurround my brother Henry: which hath 
ou determined me to commit the further operations 
ze | * againſt the Ruſſians to count Dohna, and in 
he © to turn myſelf againſt the Auſtrians. I left the 
108 camp at Cuſtrim on the 2d inſtant, and am 
his * marching to Luſatia, bringing with me a good 

© body of forces. I have reached Luben this day, 
af © 3 © hs ﬆh'; and I expect to arrive ſoon enough to 
ith * diſengage my brother Heniy, and diiconcert the 
ner vaſt projects of the Aultrians.” 
hat Marſhal Daun had brought his army before 
ing Dreſden, and made his approaches ſo near, that 
leir general Schmettau, the governor, was obliged to 
ght ſet fire to the ſuburbs, to prevent the Auſtrians 
his taking | 
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taking poſſeſſion of them. But no ſooner did the 
news arrive of the king's return, than the marital 
quitted the ſiege, nd marched back over the Elbe, 
without waiting to diſpute the point with the 
Pruſtians, 

September the 11th, the King of Pruſſia, ac- 
companied only by general Seidlitz, one of his 
pages, and two domeſticks, arrived at Dreſden in 
good health, and went to the apartment of prixce 
Henry, who ſoon after came thither from his quar- 
ters at Gahmig. His majeſty went to the foot of 
the ſtairs to meet him, and embraced him in a moſt 
affectionate manner. 'They afterwards dined to- 
gether, accompanied by M. ce Borck, and gencral 
Seidlitz, and his majeſty, contrary to his vſual 
cuſtom, was three hours in conſcrence with his 
brother. When his majeſty roſe from table, with- 
out ſpeaking to any body, he mounted his horte 
and returned to Eis quarters at Reichenberg, about 
a ſmall league off. 

The ſame cvening all the troops that came with 
the king, arriv'd rear Dreſ-ien in five columns, the 
two firſt of which were comm: nd ed by the margrave 
Charles, and prince Eugene of Wirtemberg, two 
others by prince Maurice of Anhalt Deflau, and the 
fifth by the king himſelf. Theſz troops amounted to 
58 bgttalions and g5 ſquadrons ; and in mediately 
after their arrival two bridges over the E.be were 
ſet about. 

At the King's approach, the different bodies of 
Auſtrian troops, that were in Lower Luſatia under 
general Laucohn and the prince cf Baden Dour- 
lach, retired towards marſhal Daun's army at Stol- 
pen. So that there were, at that time, in the 
neighbourhood of Dreſden, two Pruſſian and Au- 
ſtrian armies, which were only ſeparated by the 
Elbe, amounting in the whole io near 250,6000 
Den. 

2 But 


—— ns. OY" TR 


(87) 

But tho' the Auftriavs, with all their powerful 
allies, were not able to inaſter the king of Profiia 
in the field, yet they were too many tor lin at 
Vienna, wheic the autic coundc | palled Lic fulloy- 
ing reſolution the 21ſt of Auguſt. | 

As to the violent invaſion of the king of Pruſita 
* clettor of Btandenbourg in the electorate of Sax- 
* ony, and other terr:itcr. s of the empire, having 
heard the report of ine imperial fiical, ard the 
* furnmens by kim givea tothe King of P:utia as 
« clector of Brandenburg, that he might es and 
* hear that he is decl red to have incurted itic pe- 

nalty of the ban of the empire, with Cepriva- 
tion of all his fiefs, rights, privileges, graces and 
* expetances : having moreover heard t»© report 
* of the ſaid fiſc:], ot the g:heof February of ite 
« preſent y+ar, that the term fixed forhearing the ex- 
* cep:ions is elap:cd;1n failure of Which exceptions, 
* the conturnacy is decmzd to be mani:elt : the 
court th-reſore admits the contumacy apainit 
© the ſaid elector of Brandenburg, and authorizes 
the faid fiſcal to go on wich the proſecution. 


Signed John George Reitzer, 


On the 14th of October, at four o'clock in the 
morning,therightwing of the Pruſhan ariny,encamP. 
ed at Hoh Kirchen, was unexpectedly attack'd by the 
Auſtrians, and put into ſome confuſion; but that the 
brave reſiſtance mede by the regiments of ihe mar- 
grave Charles, and the prince of Pruſſia, gave time 
to the reſt of the troops to get und:rarms ; and the 
king of Pruſſia coming in perſon to that part of the 
army, the enemy wis repulſcd. His Pruſſian ma- 
jeſty afterwards thought proper to remove his camp 
trom Hch Kirchen and retire with his right wing 
towards Bautzen. 

Marſhal 
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Marſhal Keith and prince Francis of Brunſwick 
were unfortunatly killed in the confuſion at the be- 
ginning of the action. Prince Maurice of Deſſau 
and major general Geilt lightly wounded, Du— 
ring the whole time his Prum̃an majeity expoſed 
him{#e'f to the greateſt dangers. The Pruſſians loſt 
about 2000 men, and the Auſtrians rather more, and 
priloners, colours, &c, were taken on both Sides. 

The King being ericamped at Bautzen, was far 
from retiringor abandoning that tows, MarſnalLaun 
having reinforced himſelf before the iꝗth, wit 
part of the army of the circles, the king likewiſe 
thought proper to draw to him prince Henry with 
7000 men. 

The Pruſſians being attacked in the night, their 
tents were all ſtanding, which in the ſurprize were 
taking by the enemy; whereby the Pruſſian ſoldiers 
were afterwards greatly expoſed to the inclemency 
of the ſeaſon ; fo that they were obliged to take 
from the inhabitants of the country, where ever they 
could extend thcmiclves, all their linen and can- 
vas, no matter of what colour ; and all that could 
handle a needle, were ſet to make tents for the 
army. 

Prince Maurice of Anhalt Deſſau, as he was re- 
tiring in his coach to Bautzen for the cure of his 
wour ds, was taken pritoner by M. de Feiluer, a 
lieu:enant of the Sclavonian huſſars, who Icft him 
on his parole of honour to continue his rout to Baut- 
zen. The prince made the licutenant a preicnt of 
56 fredericks in gold. and a bill of exchange for 

loco florins. The King {ent word to marſhal Daun, 
by the officer who accompanied the prince, to pray 
him to take care of his wounded. 

The king's army encamped from the 14th to the 
24th at Doberſitz. Duriug that time his majeſty 
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had tried every way to bring on a genecal engage- 
ment; but as he could not make the enemy 2 
oy 
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their advantageous eminences, plantedwith a nume- 
rous artillery, and deſcend into the plain, he deter- 
mined to decamp, in order to make them change 
their poſition. Accordingly 2 began his march on 
the 24th, before the enemy's face, paſſing very nea 
to the Auſtrian camp, and on the 26th ariived at 
Coarlitz, From this movement alone, a jud;ment 
may be formed of the importance of the vic Rory 
which the Auttrians precend te to have gained on the 
I4th, 


To ſet this affair in as true a light as poſable, 


| which the Auſtrians ſo exa ggerated as if it were a 

complete victory, we ſhall give the tranilation of a 
letter from the King of Pruſſia to his miniſters at 
foreign courts. 


c 


Having acquainted you by the laſt poſt of the 
circumſtances of the action of the 14th, I now 
ſend this annexed relation of that affair, which 
you may boldly publiſh in the place where 
you are, as an authentic piece, written according 
to the moſt exact truth; in which I own my lols, 
which is not great, without having recourſe to 
ſuch falſities as the courts of Vienna and Peter(- 
bourg, uſually ſpread on ſuch occaiions. You will 
alſo fee by this Serail. that it was not a battle but 


an affair of poits only; by which the Aultrians | 


gained no other advantage than that of diſloging 
my troops from an eminence, without daring 
to foilow me, ana without being able to force 
me to retire above half a league, where 1 keep 
my ground, and wait for them ready to begin a ſe- 
cond engagement as ſoon as opportunity offers. It 
is certain chat the loſs of the enemyon this occaſion 
is much greater than mine; a circumſtance of 
Which you will not fail to avail yourſeli, that the 
Auſtrians may not impoſe upon the public by 
falle and exaggerated relations,” 

We 
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We ſhall now procced to the further operations 
of this gef under the direction of his Pruſ- 
han majeſty, as publiſied at Berlin by authority. 

After the action of Hh Kirchen, the king oc- 
cupicd the poſt of Doberchutz, where he was 
joined by a detachment brought to him by his 
brother prince Henry. In this camp he continued 
till the 24th, that advice was received that a body 
of Auſtrian troops under general Harſch was pre- 
Paring to beſiege Neœiſs; that the greatefi part Of the 
heavy artillery was arrived, and that the operations 
of the ſiege were to be begun immediately. This, 
with the grievous exactions of the Auſtrians in 
that province, obliped the King to ſuccour it. 
Marſha! Daun's forces formed the army of obſer- 
vation at this ſiege; and it appeared by all his mo- 
tions, that his foie aim was to detain the king in 
2 in order to give general Harſch t:me to 
finiſh the ſiege. Tho' Neiſs was in no urgent 
danger, it was ſtill highly neceliary to raiſe the 
ſiege. Ihe king began bis march for that end in 
the night of the 24th. Fetching à great n S, 
he arrived the 26th in the plain of Gorlitz, Th 
Auſtrians wanted to ſeize this poſt before the —— 
but their grenadiers and carabineers could get no 
farther than Landſcron. The latter drew up op- 
polite to our Vanguard , conſiiting of Werne:'s hul- 
ſars and Zettriz's Cragoons, They were beaten 
and loſt 800 men. 

On the 28th the king marched with his army to 
Lauban. Th 2 COrP3 under Laudon harralied the 
rear-guaid ; but the loſs we ſuffered was inconſi- 
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derable. On the zoth the army marched 1ato 
, Eder enemy did their utmoſt to retard or 
ſtop th dorch, which was to diſcunce:t their 


Marſhal Daun ſent four regi- 


at Hg ne an. 
and fitteen battalions ot foot, 1 


ments of ho: ſe, 


the aſſiſtance of general Harſch, which marched 
by 
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by Reichenberg, Arnau, Erpel, Silberberg, and 
Frankenſtein. 

On the ziſt, general Laudon, ſtill labouring to 
ſtop the army, attacked the rear-vuard of cavalry 
wnich covered the pontons : In this affair the 
horſes Which belonged to ſeven pontons were 
killed, and thoſe pontons were lo!t. But the 
king had forbid the troops to ſtop; and it was 
thought better to lole ſeven pontons, than mils 
railing the fliege of Neiſs. 

The oth the army arrived at Noſſen. General 
Harich had raiſed the ſiege, and repaticd the 
Heiſte the ſame day; which genera al T'ref:ow 
having learnt, fallicd out, and dettroved a body of 
© or 700 pandours. 

The king, after conſiderably reirforcing the 
garriſon of Neiſs, and furniſhing it with a uume- 
rous artillery, turned oft wich all his forces towards 
Schweidni:z, from whence he proceeded tor 
Saxony. 

At the ſame time a large body of force s under 
general Dohna marched to join the king, and ar- 
rived at L'orgau on the 11th. The a 
march of this army was an evi'ent proof that 
Brandenburg had nothing to fear from the Rul- 
hans, and Would Giſcouct I all, at _ reader 
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Marthal Daun Perceiving, that, notwithſtanain 
the advanta ge he had gained at Hoh Kirchin, h 
had failed in his prince! pa] deſign, which was to 
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| prevent the king of {ruflia from marchin g into 


Silefia, and railing the hege of Neiſs, thought it 
proper, however, to take advantage of the ab- 
tence of his majeſty, by falling upon Saxony, in 
hopes of making bimſelt maſte:; at the ſame d ime, 
of the cities of Dreſden, Leipſie and Torgau. For 
this purpoſe, he followed the king no further than 
Goriitz, 
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Gorlitz, and aſter detaching a body of about 
24,000 men, in order to make his maleſty believe 
by their march, that the whole Auſtriay army was 
upon his ſcirts, he bimſelf made forced marche 
with the main body towards Diciden, after Laving 
paſſed the Elbe at Pirna. 

On the Sth count Schmettau, governor of Dreſ- 
den, was informed that marſhal Daun approached 
the city with his whole army, and a part of 
that of the empire. Finding himſelf tnreatened 
with a ſiege, he gave orders to the free battalions 
quartered in the {aburbs, to defend themſelves 
from houſe to houſe, and ſet fire to the fireets 
where they could not keep their ground. The 
court having been informed of theſe orders, ſent 
M. de 2ofe to count Schmettaa to Hgnify to him, 
that their Royal Highneſſes hoped that, in the 
place of their reſidence, he would not proceed ro 
ſuch extremities. To which M. Schmettau made 
anſwer, that the city of Dreſden being a fortreſs, 
with the defence of which he was charged, he 
could not avoid burning the ſuburbs, whenever 
they became detrimental to him; but neverthe- 
leſs, if the court could induce marſhal Daun to 

ive his word and honour not to attack the town 
on that fide, he on his part would give his not to 
touch the ſuburbs: but the court made anſwer, 
That their hands were too much tied up for them 
to interfere therein. 

On the ꝙth, about noon, the enemy advanced 
with their whole army, behind the grand garden. 


_ 


The advanced polls immediately charged our free 


battalions and huſſars, drove them into the ſuburbs, | 


attacked the 700 foot that were poſted there under 
the commard of col. Itzenplitz, and puſhed for- 
ward as far as the ramparts, from whence, how- 
ever, they were repulſed. About midnight we 


learned, that marſhal Daun was erecting four bat- 
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went with 200 huſſars, with the utmoſt haſte, 
Torgav ; the reſt of his cavairy and infantry fol- 
lowing as faſt as they cculd. After which M. de 
Wecel. attacke.! the enemy with fiſteen ſquadrons 
ſo brittl;, that he obliged them to retire, with 
great precipitation, as far as Eulenbourg, making 
about 20 priſoners. General Wedel waited at 
Torgau ſor count Dohna, who having joined him 
on the 14th, they directed their march together to- 
Wards ; Eutenbourg. ; 

The King marched at the fame time, with all 
poſſible expedition, on his return into Luſatia. On 
the 15th his mayelly came to Lauben; marſhal 
Daun did no: think proper to wait the arrival of 
the king, but after having made ſeveral unſuc- 
Celsful attempt 5 before Dreſden, between the 3th 
ande eth, he retired, the laſt mentioned day, to 
Firr.a, giving up his great deſigns upon Saxony. 

Thus the king, merely Ly the report of his 
marching, occaſioned the raifing of three ſieges in 
fourteen days time; which plainly proves the fal- 
ſity of the exaggerated accounts publiſhed by the 
enemy, of the famous action of Hoh Kirchin. 
The body of troops which remained near Dreſden, 
under the command of general Itzenpli z, finding 
themielves too weak to oppoſe the united forces of 
prince Deux-Ponts and marſhal Daun, filed off by 
the city of Dreſden, and pofted themſelves on the 
other ſide of the Elbe, waiting to be reinforced, 
in order to purſe the enemy. 

Nov. 16, in the morning about four o'clock, the 
Auſtrians began to decamp from before Dreſden. 
The route they took was towards Pirna and 
Giſhubel. A bridge of boats was thrown over 
the river ſor the paſſage of the Pruſſian cavalry, 
dragoons and huſlars, in order to harraſs the rear 
of the enemy. 
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It was ſaid that Count Daun was induced to un- 
dertake this enterprize from a perſuaſion, that ſome 
of the Pruſſian generals wou.c have failed either 
in point of ability or reſolution, which was the 
reaion of his attempting Dreiden, Leipſic, Halle, 
and Torgau, ali at once: But however, he was 
diſappointed in his ſcheme ; the officers in their 
ſeveral poſts did their duty preciſcly, gave a ſhort 
anſwer to all bis ſummons, and fred upon the iire- 
gulars, which were the only troop» that came 
within reach of their ſhot. 

The king of Prutha received the news of the 
raiſing the ſiege of Dreiden ſoon after he had 
pailed Gorlitz, and immediately gave orders for 
the body of his army to march into Sileſia, and 
advanced himſelf towards Dreiden, at the head of 
eight battalions of infantry, two regiments of ca- 
valry, and one of huſſars, and arrived at this city 
Nov. 20. Marſhal Daun's army marched into 
Bohemia. Ihe king's activity, and his appearing 
every where, either in his own perſon, or uy his 
generals, occaſioned the raiſing of fix ficges al- 
moſt at once, viz, of Co.berg, Neils, Coſſel, 
Dreſden, "i 0:gau and Leipfic. 

Prince Henry having taken a view of the havock 
which was occaſioned by the burning of the uburbs 
of Dreſden, was ſo much affected, that he repre: 
ſented the diſtrefs of the inhabitants to the king his 
brother. who in order to relive them, enjoined the 
mona leres and convents to furniſh 1 50.000 CITOWNS, 
to be laid out in rebuilding the ſuburbs. Beſides this, 
his majeily ordered monty to be paid to ſuch as 
were reduced to a ſtate of miſery, and an addi— 
tional relief was procured for them by a general 
collectica thro" the city for that purpoſe. I he 


king required this electorate to furnih him with 
18,000 recruits this winter, 


The 
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The following article is dated at Dreſden, Nov. F 
20, which ſhews the miſery of that eleQorate, to 7 
which it is reduced by the bad politicks purſued E 
by their king and miniſtry.— The king of Pruſſia 7 
has declared to the deputies of the ſtates of chis t. 
electorate, which are again aſſembled here by his f 
orders, that from henceforward he ſhould not con- d 
ſider Saxony as a country taken in depoſit, but t! 
that he ſhould treat it upon the footing of a coun- ti 
try which he had twice ſubdued by the force of n 
his arms The rigour with which that monarch | al 
lately behaved to ſeveral of our principal mini- R 
ſters, in ordering them immediately to remove to | P. 

Varſaw, and cauſing them to be eſcorted to the | cr 
frontiers cf Poland, by a detachment of huſſars, | m 
makes it preſumed, that we ſhall ſoon ſee ſome | in 
changes of greater conſequence ; and what ſerves 

to CL "rol orate this opinion is, his Pruſſian ma- of 
Jeſly's having ſent orders to his prime miniſter, | br 
count de f odewils, to come here immediately from | gi 
Berlin. no 

It's ſaid, that this ſeverity was occaſioned by | ne 
the enormous contributions raiſed by the Ruſtans | of 
and Swedes in thoſe parts of the king's dominions | na 
where they had got footing, and Part cicularly in cu 
reſentment of the devaſtati ons and barbaritics 4 gir 
© mmitted on his majeſty's ſubjze:s by the Ruf N 
fians in all their marches in Pomerania and Bran- gre 
Sabin, wie 

What a tender regard the king had for his ſuf- | the 
ſering ſubjects, and how willing to relieve their“ f 
mis ſortones, appears ſrom the eriicle from Berlin, fur 
dated Nec. 12. The king, who at at all times, | reti 
and in particular during the cowſe of the preſent | the 
war, has ever had the g Soul and advantage of his]. C 
ſubi.As chiefly at heart, has been ſen{.bly touched] ſola 
with the loſſes which ſome of them have ſuffered Of | 
by the exaclions of the Ruſſian anc. Swediſh armies. | foug 

And 
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And as his majeſty is not content only to hear of 
their misfortunes, he is rclolved to give them all 
poſlible ſuccours. Accordingly he has in the firſt 
place ordered that a ſum of 40,000 crowns be 
taken from his own private purſe, to purchaſe corn 
for the inhabitants of the New Marche of Bran- 
denburg. Secondly, that 200,000 rixdollars from 
the ſame fund, be paid to the magiſtrates and ci- 
tizens of Cuſtrin, and that they be furniſhed with 
materials for repairing their city, which has been 
almoſt ruined by the ſiege it ſuſtained from the 
Ruſſians. Thirdly, that the ſubjects of Pruſhan 
Pomerania ſhall alſo receive a gratuity of 100,000 
crowns, and finally, that all the countries above- 
mentioned be exempted from paying any taxes or 
impoſitions for two years to come. 
; That his majeſty was ever ready to reward thoſe 
. | officers who diſtinguiſhed themſelves by their 
, | bravery and conduct, many inſtances might be 
1 | given ; one, in particular, deſerves our eſpecial 

notice: his majeſty was ſo well pleaſed with ge- 
y | neral Schmettau's conduct whilſt he was governor 
3 | of Dreſden, that he made him maſter of the ord- 
s | nance, and preſented him with a regiment of 
n | cuirafſiers, and gave him orders to raiſe a new 1e- 
s | giment of foot, 5 
'# His majeſty likewiſe, as a public mark of his 
a- | great ſatisfaction with Prince Ferdinand of Brunſ- 

| wick's conduct, promoted his ſerene highneſs to 
— | the rank of a field-marſhal. *s 
ir The ſeverity of the weather not permitting any 
in, further action in the field, the troops on both ſides 
, retired into winter quarters, which put an end to 
ent the campaign. 
Ona review of the actions of this bloody and de- 
ed ſolating war, we ſhall find, that the heroic king 
„ed of Pruſſia, in the two laſt campaigns only, has 
ics.) tought no leſs than eight general battles, v:z. 
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1. The battle of Rieſberg, commanded by the 
duke of Bevern. | 


2. The battle of Prague, by the king in perſon. 
3. The battle of Collin, by the king in perſon. 


4. The battle fought with the Ruſſians, under 
the command of Marſhal Lehwald. 


5. The battle of Roſbach, commanded by the 


| 

king in perſon. 
f 

6. The battle of Breſlau, under the direction 4 
of the prince of Bevern. f 
4 

7. The battle of Newmark, fought by the king | © 
in perſon. - 
129 

8. The battle of Zorndorf, near Cuſtrim, * 
fought with the Ruſſians, by the king in perſon. 10 
pe 


In- ſive of theſe battles, we ſee, the king was in 
perſonally preſent, and in all which, extept that of th 
Collin, he was victorious. Beſides which, we 0 
might bring into the account, the many ſierce th. 
and bloody fcirmiſnes which his troops had with the fo] 
enemy, the ſtrong places taken, and the ſieges 
raiſed, which the reader has ſeen in the courſe of Wa 
this work. cor 

As ſoon as the hard weather was pretty wel! had 
over, ſo as to permit the armies to take the field, for; 
the king ordered his troops out of their quarters wh: 
and diſpoſed thoſe under his immediate command 
along the frontiers of Sileſia, to prevent the Au- 
ſtrians from penetrating into that country: but 
ſeemed not very forward to enter upon action, bu 


rather inclined to wait opportunities, and to take 
advantage 
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advantage of the enemy's motions. And ſhould 
the Auſtrians likewiſe be upon the reſerve, and act 
with the like caution, this ſummer may perhaps 
paſs over with but little bloodſhed. As it is not 
in our power to look into the book of fate, or to 
foreſee the events of this campaign, we ſhall make 
no conjectures as to the iſſue of this bloody and 
ruinating war. | 

But tho' the extreme caution with which mar- 
ſhal Daun acted during the firſt part of this cam- 
paign, did not give the king of Pruſſia an oppor- 
tunity of reaping any laurels from a general en- 
8 yet he could not hinder him from dif- 
fuſing his martial ſpirit and activity into thoſe 
troops, which were commanded by his generals in 
other parts at a diſtance from him. His brother, 
the brave prince Henry, who had the command of 
the army in Saxony, put in execution a ſcheme, 
whereby he diſtreſſed the enemy, as much as the 
loſs of a battle would have done. This was, by 
penetrating into Bohemia, and ſeizing and deftroy- 
ing their magazines of forage and proviſions, which 
they had laid up in ſeveral places for the ſupport 


of their troops while in the field. In what manner 
this ſcheme was executed, will appear by the 
following accounts that have been publiſhed of it: 


April 17. The Auſtrians having filed off to- 


Wards the confines of Sileſia, and towards Fran- 


conia, the greateſt part of the troops which they 


had kept on the frontiers of Saxony, prince Henry 
formed the deſign of driving beyond the Eger 


what troops might yet be in Bohemia, and ſeizin 
the magazines that were laid up along the Elb, in 


the ſeveral quarters they had occupied. 


Purſuant to this plan, he entered Bohemia the 


415th of this month. One column marched to 
4 Peterſwalden, and the other, led by general 
4 Hulſen, took its route by Paſsberg and Commotau. 
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The vanguard of the former found the hill be- 
hind Peſwalden fortified by a redoubt, before 
which they had laid a great number of felled trees, 
which were guarded by 600 croats, and ſome 
Hungarian infantry. This paſſage was forced, 
and a major and about zo men made pritigners. 
The enemy left 15 men Qead on the ſpot. The 
time requiſite for removing the heaps of trees, ard 
clearing a paſſage for the troops, facilitated the 
enemy's retreat, who had leiſure to break up their 
quarters, The Pruſſians, however, having divided 


their vanguard into two bodies, the one marched | 
to Auſſig, and the other to Topli;z ; but the | 


enemy retreated every where with the greateſt 
precipitation, The Pruſſians deſtroyed a maga- 


zine that was found at Auſſig, and burnt all the | 


boats on the Elbe. The vanguard joined again 
the 16th. They likewiſe ſeized the flour and 
forage which the Auftrians had left at Loboſch- 


chutz and Leutomeri:z, and burnt the bridge they 


had lately built there. The 17th, the vanguard | 
proceeded to Budin, where the enemy had laid up | 
a quantity of proviſion, which was hkewiſe ſeized. 

General Hulſen found the paſlage of Paſsberg | 


gnarded by a body of croats, and by the regiments 
of Konigleg and Audlau. The cavalry, that 


paſſed by Pilfitz, fell upon the enemy's rear, 


whilſt they were attacked in front by the infantry, | 


— 


* 


o 


who at laſt drove them out of all their intrench. 


ments. General Reinard, with 51 officers and 
2000 men, were made priſoners ; they took like- 
wiſe three colours, two ſtandards, and three pieces: 
of cannon. General Hulſcn's vanguard puſhed, 
forward to Saatz, where they ſeized all the pro- 
viſions which were abandcned by the Auſtrians, 
who retired with all poſſible diligence to Prague! 
Tue attack at Paſsberg did not coſt the Pruſſian 


above 70 men killed and wounded, wi 
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The 20th, his royal bighneſs had his head quar- 
ters at Linay, from whence he ſent off ſeveral de- 
tachments, whoſe chief buſineſs was to Ceitroy the 
Auſtrian magazines; theſe already taken at Auſſig, 
Toplitz, Loboſiiz, Leutcmeritz, Lockowi:z, Li- 
bochowitz, Worv-i1za, Budin, Saatz, Poiterbery, 
Commotau, and Erix, are valued at 430,600 rix- 
dollars, according to the current price at Dreſden ; 
but they were worth double the ſum to the Au- 
ſtriens, according to the price proviſions and forage 
bear in Bohemia. 

Plauen in Voightland, 2 pril 27. The com- 
mandant of the Pruſſian garriſon here, having had 
notice the 22d, that ſome thouſands of pandours 
and croats were coming to attack him, and had 
already paſled Roſendal, which is but two leagues 
from this place, be judged it proper to march out 
and meet them, with 2000 men, and four imall 
fie'd picces; and having reached them when they 
lictle expected it, he fell upon them fo turioully, 
that he ſoon routed them, killed and wounded 
many, and made a good number of priſoners. 

Prince Hemy having met with ſo great ſucceſs 
in this expedition, was no ſooner returned with his 
troops into Saxony, but he ſoon meditated another 
of no leſs importance; the account of which 108 
follows: 

Leipſick, April 27. The Pruſſian troops, WER 
prince Henry and general Huilen lately led into 
Bohemia, and after their return, went into quar- 
ters of cantonment in the circle of Miſnia, and the 
mounteinous parts of Saxony, did not ſtay long 
there, molt of them being ordered to march to- 
warcs Franconia. The forces that Were diſt: ibuted 
in Thuringia and Voightland, were likewiſe in 
motion; and it was generally thought, that as ſo n 
as they ſhould join tne former, they would go and 
aitack the army of the Empire, the head-quarters 
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of which were at Bamberg. As to the reft, tho” 
only a few regiments were left on the confines of 
S2xony next Bohemia, to guard the principal 
paſſes, there was but little room to app:chend a 
viſit from the Auſtrians, as the loſs of their maga- 
Zines in thoſe parts had diſabled them from at- 
tempting any thing againſt Saxony. And more- 
over, the army led by the king of Pruſſia in per- 
ſon, and the confiderable body of troops under the 
command of general Fouquet, would cut out work 
enough for marſhal Daun. 

The troops that were cantoned in the neigh- 
bourhood of Pirna, filed off to the mountainous 
part of Saxony, in order to form a c-mp near 
Tichoppau, whither prince Henry intended imme- 
diately to repair. General Fincke, with a body 
of 7009 men, was poſted at Maxen, that he 
migbt cover the frontiers of the Electorate on that 
ſide. 

Prince Henry decamped the 6th from Zwickau, 
and proceeced towards Franconia. Mean while 
a large detachment from prince Ferdinand's army 
arrived the 4th, within a forced march of Bam- 
berg. 

Theſe motions cf the Pruſſians greatly alarmed 
the army of the Emfi:e, which was but ill pro- 
vided to receive ſuch an unexpected viſit. The 
prince ef Deux Ponts immediately aſſembled his 
forces near Culmbach, where he fixed his head 
quarters, and ordered the greateſt part of the maga- 
zines at Bamberg to be brought thither. It was 
given out that the army would encamp, and in- 
trench themſelves on the hill near the fort Plaſſen- 
berg, and there wait for the Proſſians. 

The 8th, prince Henry, with 10, coo men, at- 


tack'd general Maguire near Hoff, who was poſted | 
there with eight battalions and ſome cavalry, and | 


after fome reſiſtance forced him to retire. Upon 


this 
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this occaſion one battalion of Marſchal, one of 
Salm, and the battalion cf Darmſtadt grenadiers, 
{uFered conſiderably, and general Maguire, it was 
ſuppoſed, loſt 270 men. The prince of Salm was 
taken priſoner, and three other officers either 
killed or taken, General Maguire retired by 
Aſch towards Egra, During this action general 
Haddick quitted his camp near Munchberg, where 
he had intrenched himſelf, and marched in the 
night, between the qth and 10th, towards Cuim- 
bach, where he arrived the 10th in the morning. 
When all the troops of this corps were arrived in 
that camp, orders were immediately given for 
ſending away the baggage, which filed off towards 
Bamberg. Towards the evening the army of the 


Empire decaraped, and marched about a German 


mile and a half beyond Culmbach to Gaffmans- 
dorff ; the rear-guard, under the orders of General 
Palk, remaining at Culmbach. Prince Henry's 
army was on the 1oth near Murichberg, and him- 
ſelf in the town. His royal highneis marched on 
the 11th to the neighbourhood of Bareith, and 
his quarters were that night at Himmeliron, a vil- 
lage about a German mile from thence. 

Lieutenant general Platen of the Pruſſians, at- 
tacked in the afternoon of the 11th, the regiments 
of Croneck, and the palatine dragoons, under the 
command of general Riddefel, which, after a good 


deal of reſiſtance, were both made priſoners of 


war. 

Wurtzberg, May 25. Our uneaſineſs was in- 
expreſhle for ſeveral days paſt. The army of the 
empire returned to Hochſtet, under the cannon of 
Nuremberg, and there was but little probability 
that they would make a ſtand there agairſt the 
Pruſſians; nay, we expected it would be obliged to 
retire to the Danube, as the heavy baggage was . 
beginning to file off toward Swobach, Thus 
F 4 while 
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while we could p:omiſe ourſelves no relief from 
that army, the Pruſſians were ſtill puſting for- 
warde, as they met with no obſtacles; but jaſt as 
we expected to be beſieged, we had the ſatisfac- 
tion to bear of their retreating towards Bareith, 
where prince Henry actually is with the main body 
of his army. 

May 26. The Pruſſians entered Bamberg the 
16th, and prince Henry fixed his head quarters 
there the ſame day. General Finck went to en- 
camp with the vanguard of the army at Hochſtet. 
The inhabitants of Bamberg and the open country 
were ordered to deliver up their arms upon pain of 
death. The 18.h the Pruſſians extended their poſts 
along the river Regnitz, to within a ſmall diſtance of 
Forcheim. The army of the empire, on the con- 
trary, keeping themſelves cloſe, collected ail their 
loices on the lice of Nuremberg, and encamped 
near Schweinau. The 19th the Pruſſians canno- 
naded Forcheim, but without ſucceſs. The 20th 
their army marched in two columns towards Nu- 
remberg, and as the p ince of Deux Ponts ſeemed 
reſolved to ſtand his ground, it was thcught the 
two armies wou'd come to blows, And this un- 
doubtedly would aave happened, if that general 
had continued in the ſame mind, and an unex- 
pected turn of affairs had not prevented ſuch an 
encounter. But while all Franconia was in this 
terrible alarm, nd little expected ſo fortunate a 
change as ſoon happened; the Pruſſians aban- 
doned Bamberg the 24th in the morning, after 
having exacted from the inhabitants a contribution 


of 500,000 crowns. What the Pruſſizn general * 
could not collect, he took hoſtages tor the re- 


mairder. 
This ſudden retreat of the Pruſſians is imputed 
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to a body of Auſtrian troops having en ered Saxony. 
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But tho' the ſafety of Saxony obliged the Pruſ- 
fians to retreat, yet it was not before they ob- 
tained the end of this expedition, that 1s, to ſtrike 
a terror into the army of the Empire, harraſs their 
troops, deſtroy their magazines of ſubſiſterce, and 
levy contributions on the country, Where they 
thought th: mſelves the leaſt expoſed to ſuch inſults, 

It will, I apprehend be of ſome uſe to the 
ingenious reader to be informed by what means 
theſe terrible deſolations have been brought upon 
Germany, and who was the real author of 
thoſe calamities that have laid watte ſo many of 
her fair and flouriſhing provinces. Ambition was 
certainly the ground-work of all this miſchief, but 
whether chargeable on the gag 100 queen, or the 
king of Pruſha, deſerves our ſerious enquiry. A 
true ſtate of the caſe between the contending parties 
will go near to decide the diſpute. 'The followin 
declaration of the motives which induced his Prof 
fian majeſty to take up arms, is fo full to the pur- 
poſe, and ſets this matter in ſo clear a light, as I 
imagine muſt give ample ſatisfaction to every 
curious enquirer, This declaration runs thus. 

* Ever ſince the concluſion of the peace of Dreſ- 
den, the court of Vienna has induſtriouſly em- 
2 itſelf in finding out means to invalidate or 

reak it. To this end, her meaſures, as well ſe- 


cret as avowed, have been directed. 


It is ſtipulated by the 8th article of the treaty of 
Ereſlau, renewed by that of Dreſden, That the 


commerce of Auſtria and Sileſia ſhould remain 


upon the foot on which it was in the year 1739, 
before the war, until a new regulation is agreed 
upon, 

The court of Vienna, who reſpect the fach of 
treaties no otherwiſe, than as the execution of 
them is enforced by arms, began from the year 
1753, to lay a duty of 30 per cent. on all mer- 

5 chandizes 
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chandizes manufactured in Sileſia; and, in ſpite 
of the repreſentations made by ſeveral Pruſſian 
commiſſaries, ſent at different times, for that pur- 
poſe, to Vienna, ſcarce had they concluded the 
treaty of Verſailles, but they raifed this duty to 
60 per cent. | 

Altho' this proceeding is unfriendly, oppreſſive, 
and contrary to the faich of treaties; and tho' a 
Prince, more ambitious than the king, might find, 
in the non-obſervance of a treaty of peace, gua- 
rantied by all the powers of Europe, a preext for 
a lawful war; this ot ject, which becomes but a 
trifle, when compared wi:h the other grievances, 
which ſubſiſt againſt the court of Vienna, is paſſed 
lightly over. 

To avoid all uſeleſs declamations, it will be ſuf- 
ficient to bring to light the vaſt prcze&s of the 
couit of Vienna, whoſe dangerous deſigns diſcover 
themſelves, as well by their ſecret negotiations, as 
by their preſent conduct. 

Scarce had the Empire returned into the new 
houſe of Avſtria, but thoſe an bitious projects 
were renewed, which the Emperor, Ferdinand IJ, 
would have executed, had there not been a Car- 
dinel Richlieu, prime miniſter of France, and a 


Guftavus Adolphus, king of Sweden, both of- 


them his cotemporaries, to oppoſe them. 

In impoſing ſervitude on the princes of Ger- 
many; eſtabliſhing deſpoti m in the Empire; bo- 
liſhing the Proteſtant religion, the laws, the go- 
vernment, and the immunities, which that re- 


public af ſovereigrs enjoy; the court of Vienna 


found as obſtacles in their way, after the peace of 


A*x-la-Chapelle, France, guarantee of the peace | 


cf Weltphalia ; Pruſſia, whom all ſorts of motives 
obliged not to ſuffer ſuch enterprizes ; and leitly, 
the Grand Signior, whoſe diverſion in Hungary, 


Theſe 
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Theſe were ſo many bulwarks, which it was 
neceilary to undermine ſucceſſively. The court 
of Vienna judged it neceſſary to begin with Pruſſia. 
becauſe, under colour of reclaiming a province, 
which they had yielded up to the King of Pruſſia 
by the peace, they might divert the eyes of the 
public from thoſe more dangerous deſrgns, which 
they intended to conceal. 

For this pu:pole the treaty of Petersburg was 
concluded. The court of Vienna, not content 
with a defenſive alliance, againſt which no objec- 
tion could be made, laid a ſcheme to embroil the 
court of Berlin with that of Petersbu'g, and to 
make a treaty with the empreſs of Ruſſia againſt the 
Ottoman Porte. 

Both theſe projects ſucceeded. The treaty againſt 
the Porte was concluded ; and, by ſparing neither 
impoſtures nor calumnies, the Auſtrian miniſters 
brought about a miſunderſtanding between the 
king and the empreſs of Ruſſia ; tho', in reality, 
chele two courts had no diſputes to diſcuſs. Their ple- 
nipotentiaries were mutually recall'd, in order that, 
ſuch troubleſome inſpectors being removed, the 
Auſtrian miniſters might more eaſily carry on their 
impoſitions. 

They armed Ruſſia, and induced them to make 
all thoſe war! ke demonſtations on the frontiers af 
Pruſſia, which we have ſcen renewed every year, 
in hopes that chance might furniſh an occafion of 
rupture berwcen the two powers, 

It was wicked for at Vienna, wherein they flatter'd 
themictves they ſhould only appear in that war, as 
auxiliaries Cf che erprels of Ruffia. The hopes of 
the Aui'r.an min:fters might eaſily have been accom- 
pliſne for there is but one ſtep from preparations 
to hoſtilities 5 and war would have been kindled, if 
— King had not by a ſteady and moderateſ conduct, 

carefully avoided every occaſion, which might em” 


(108) 


broil him with the court of Ruſſia; as one removes 
from a fire, they mean to extinguiſh all combuf- 
tible matters, which would terve only to increaſe 
It. 

Things were in this ſituation when the affairs of 
America began to diſturb the tranquillity of Europe. 
A general war anſwer' d the purpoſe of Vienna, as it 
was neceſſary that the great powers ſhould be ta- 
ken up with their own intereſks, in order that ſhe 
might bring her deſigns to a happy concluſion. 

The views of the court of Vienna were unknown 
at London. The king of England, being engaged 
in a war with France, demanded of the empreſs 
queen the ſuccours, which he thought he had a 
right to expect from her good faith and gratitude. 
He was perſwaded, that, af er having laviſhed his 
treaſures and his troops, after having ſacrificed 
the intereſts of his kingdoms, and even expoſed his 
ſacred perſon, to reinſtate that princeſs in the poſſeſſion 
of the inheritance of her father, her gratitude would 
be proportionable to the ſervice he had done 
her. 

Great, therefore, mult have been his ſurpriſe, 
when he underſtood, that that princeſs would not 
hear of furniſhing any ſuccours, unleſs England 
would enter into the plot, which ſhe had formed 
againſt the king's dominions and poſſeſſions. 

The king of England, whoſe ſentiments are too 
noble, and too generaqus, to adopt Schemes which 
were incompatible wich his good faith, rejected all 
the propoſitions that were made to him.—From 


that time he took meaſures with the king with \ 
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whom he is united by the ties of Blood; and theſe | 


two princes, in order to avert the ſtorm, which 


threatened Germany, made the convention of neu- 


trality ſigned at London. 
The tranquility of Germany was too incompati- 


ble with the deſigns of the court of Vienna, for | | 


them 
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them to neglect any method of fruſtrating the 
meaſures taken for the maintenance of it, by thoſe 
princes who had the good of their country at heart. 
Intrigues were immediately renewed at Petersburgh 
with redoubled application, and the Auſtrian 
miniſters there formed a plan tending to diſmember 
all the king's poſſeſſions. 

But this was not enough. It was neceſſary alſo 
to put France out of the queiton, in order to have 
their hands intirely at liberty in Germany; and 
this gave riſe to the treaty of Verſailles, 

The king does not impute offenſive views to the 
court of France in the concluſion of this alliance. 
His majeſty does juſtice to the purity of his moſt 
chriſtian majeſty's intentions; but he is ſorry he 
cannot ſay the ſame of the court of Vienna, whoſe 
conduct, fince the figning of that treaty, has but 
too clearly proved the contrary. 

From that time intrigues were redoubled in 
France; and as the end propoſed at Vienna tended 
to nothing leſs, than inſenſibly to bring on a rup- 
ture between France and Pruſſia; no kind of fint- 
ſter methods, no malicious infinuations, no devices, 
nor fallacious ſubterfuges were ſpared, in order to 
attain it. 

In ſo critical a juncture as this, when the court of 
Vienna was at work all over Europe in flirting up 
enemies againſt the king, in calumniating his pra- 
ceedings, and in giving bad interpretations tothe moſt 


innocent things: when they were endeavouring to 


dazzle, to ſ{-duce, and to lull a ſleep, the ſeveral 
powers, according as they judged it uſcful to their 
deſigns ;—when offenſive meaſures are taken 
apainſt the king ;—when the court of Vienna vre 
amaſling ftores aud prov ſions in Moravia and Bo- 
hemia ; making powerful armaments; and form- 
ing of 89,000 men in their dominions, when lines 
of Hungarians and Croatians are polted along the 


frontiers 
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frontiers of Sileſia; and camps are marking out 
on the king's limits ;—when peace reſembles war, 
whilſt at the ſame time, the Pruſſian troops were 
quiet, and there is not a ſingle tent pitiched :—the 
king thought that it was time to break ſilence. 

His majeſty ordered Mr. Klingrafe, his plenipo- 
tentiary miniſter at the imperial court, to demand 
of the empreſs queen, whether all thoſe great pre- 
parations of war, which were making on the fron- 
tiers of Sileſia, were deſigned againit the king, or 
what were the intentions of her imperial majeſty ? 
— The empreſs quten anſwered in expreſs terms: 
that in the preſent juncture, ſhe had found it ne- 
* ceſlary to make armaments, :s well for her own 
defence, as for that of her allies, and which did 
© not tend to the prejudice of any body. 

So vague an anſwer, in ſo critical a minute, re- 
quired a more preciſe explanation. Wie efore M. 
Klingrafe received freſh or ers; and repreſcnied 
to the empreſe, that, after the king had diſſembled 
2s long as he thought confiſtent with his ſafety and 
glory, the bad deſigns which were imputed 10 ihe 
empreſs would not ſuffer him any longer to diſguiſe 
any thing ; that he had orders to inform her, that 
the king was acquainted with the offenſive pre jects, 
which the two courts had formed at Petersburg; 
that he knew they had engaped to attack him toge- 
ther unexpectedly; the empreſs queen wich 180, ooo, 
the empreſs of Ruſſia with 120,000 men; that 
this deſign, which was to have been put in execu- 
tion in the ſpring of the year, was deferred till 
next {pring, on account of the Ruſhan troops 
wanting recruits; their flze!ts, mariners; and 
Livonia, corn to ſupport them; that the king 
made the empreſs arbiter of peace or war; that, 
if ſhe defired peace, he required of her a clear 
and formal declaration, conſiſting of a poſitive aſ- 
ſurance, that ſhe had no intention to attack the 

king, 
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king, either this year or the next ; but that he 
ſhould look upon any ambiguous anſwer, as a de- 
claration of war ; and that he called heaven to wit- 
neſs, that the empreſs alone would be guilty of the 
innocent blood that ſhould be ſpilt, and the un- 
happy conſequences of war. 

To ſo juſt and equi able a demand was given an 
aniwer, ſtill more haughty, and leſs latisfaQtory ; j 
the purport of which is ſufficien t to convince the 
public of the ill intenticns cf the court of Vienna. 

The arſwer contains in ſo many words ;— 
That his majeſty, the king of Pruſſia, had al- 
ready been employed for ſome time in all kinds 
of the moit conſiderable preparations of war, 
and the moſt difquieting with regard to the public 
tranquility, when, on the 26th of laſt month, 
that prince thought fit to demand explanation, to 
be demanded of her majeſty, the empreſs- 
queen, upon the military diſpoſitions which were 
making in her dominions, and wh ch had not 
been reſolved upon till after all the prepa- 
rations which bis Pruſſian majeſt) had already 
made. 

* That theſe facts were known to all Europe; 
That her majeſty, the empreſs-queer, might, 
© therefore, have declined giving explanations 
© upon ſubjeRs which did not r-quire them; tHat, 
* however, ſhe had Leen plealed to do it, and to 
* declare, wih her own mouth, to M. Klingrafe, 
in the audience {he granted him cn the 26th of 
« July. 

* That the critical ſtate of affairs made her 
look upon the meaſures ſhe was taking, as neceſ- 
* ſary for her ſaſety and that of her alles; and 
that, in other reſpe cts, they did not tend to the 


4 prejudice of any one; 


* That her majeſty, the empreſs-queen, had 
undoubtedly a _ to form what judgment ſhe 
* pleaſed 
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pleaſed on the circumſtances of the times, and 
that it belonged likewiſe to none but herſelf to 
to eſtimate her danger; 
hat, beſides, her declaration was ſo clear, 

beg, ſhe could never have imagined, th.t it 
couid be thought otherwile ; 
* That, being accuſtomed to rece ve, as well as 
to practice the attentions which ſovereigns owe 
to each other; ſhe could not hear, without aſto- 
niſhment and the juſteſt lenfibility, the contents 
of the memorial, p eſented by Klingrafe, the 
20th inflant; an account of which had been laid 
before her; 
That this memorial was ſuch, both as to the 
ma ter and the expreſſien, that her msjeily, the 
empreſs-queen, would find herſelf under a ne- 
ceſſity of tranſgreſſing the bounds of modera- 
tion, which ſhe had preſcribed to herſelf, were 
ſhe to anſwer the whole of its contents. But 
yet, that in anſwer to it, ſhe was pleaſed, that 
M. Kli:grafe ſhovle be further nequainted ; 
That the information „ich had been given 
to his Pruſſian majeity, of an offenfive alliance 
againſt him, between her n-ajeſty the empreſs- 
queen, and her majeſty the empret* of Ruſka, as 

alſo all the circumſtances and pretended ftipu- 
ations of the {:id lliance, were abſolutely felſe 
and forged ; aud that no ſuch treaty againſt his 
Pruſſian majeſty did exiſt, or ever had exifted ; 
© 'That this declaration would enable ali Europe 
to judge of what weight and quality the dreadful 
events are, which M, Klingrafe's memorial an- 
nounces ; and let them Yee, that in all events, 
they can never be imputed to her majeſty the 
empreſs queen. 


Such is the ſecond anſwer of the court of 
Vienna: — 4A ſhort recapitulation will mew the 


inſuticiency and incongruity of it. 
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The facts, which that court would have to be 
known to all Europe, are ſo different from what 
they declare them to be, that this article muſt be 
further cleared up.—Upon the Ruſſian arr aments 
in the month of June, the king cauſed four regi- 
ments to paſs into Pomerania ; and his majeſty 
gave orders that his fortreſt-s ſhould be put into a 
ſtate of defence; and this is what gave ſo great 
umbrage to the court of Vienna, that an army of 
above 80,000 men was ordered to aſſemble in Bo- 
hemia ard Moravia.—lf the empreſs had detached 
troops out of, Bohemia into Taſcany, would the 
king have had room for arpreherfions for Sileſia, 
and for aſſembling a numerous army there? It is 
plain then that the march ot theſe four regiments 
for Pomerania, only ſerved the court of Vienna as 
a pretext to palliate her ill intentions. Upon the 
news that the Auſtrian army was aſſ-mbled in Bo- 
hemia, the king ordered three regiments of foot, 
which had been in quarters in Weſtphalia towards 
Halberſtadt; and, to avoid every thing chat could 
give umbrage to the court of Vienna, he did not 
{end a ſingle regiment into Sileſia, the troops re- 
maining quiet in their garriſons, without even 
horſes, and the cther neceſſaries for an army which 
is to encamp, or which has deſigns of invaſion, 
But the court of Vienna continuing, on one hand, 
to hoid the language of peace, and, on the other, 
to take the molt {erious meaſures for war; not con- 
tent with all thoſe demonſtrations, cauſed another 
camp to be marked out, near a town named Hot- 
zenplotz, ſituated on a ſport, belonging indeed to 
them, but which lies directly between the fortreſſes 
of Neiſſe and Coſel; and moreover, her army in 
Bohemia is preparing to occupy the camp of 
Jaromitz, within four miles of Sileſia, Upon all 
theſe advices, the king thought it time to make 
ſuch diſpoſitions as his ſafety and his dignity re- 
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ired of him, and he gave orders for his army to 
provide themſelves with horſes, and to be in readi- 
neſs to march, that he might not lie at the diſcre- 
tion of a court ſo well intentioned to his intereſts 
as that of Vienna. If his majeſty had any formed 
deſign againſt the empreſs, he might, with eaſe, 
have put it in execution two months ſooner, with- 
out giving her time to aſſemble ſuch armies. But 
the king was negotiating, while his enemies were 
arming. He has done no more than fellow the 
meaſures of the Auſtrians; ſo tha: this article, 
which the court of Vienna lays ſo much ſtreſs 
upon, ſerves only to ſet their ill deſigas in a full 
light. | 
"het paſſage of their anſwer, which is equally 
inconcluſive, is, where mention is made of that 
ſo clear declaration which was given to M. Klin- 
grafe. This declaration, tho“ called ſo clear, 
ſtill remains unintelligible Who are the allies of 
the empreſs, that are threatened with war? Is it 
the court of France? or that of Ruſha? really, one 
muſt be ſtrangely blinded, to attribute to the king a 
deſign of attacking either of thoſe courts: and ſuch 
an enterpriſe would ſurely requite ſomething more 
than four regiments being ſent into Pomerania, 
The court of Vienna lay, they do not mean to attack 
auy body; might they not as eaſily have ſaid, that 
they would not attack the king of Pruſſia, by 
name ? 

M. Klingrafe's memorial, the ſubject matter of 
which the court of Vienna complains of, could 
not have appeared diſagreeabie, but to a court 
which has no mind to give their neighbour aſſu- 
rances of the purity of their intentions. 

In fine, the article on which the court of Vienna 
inſiſts the moſt in this anſwer, is her alliance with 
Rullia, the ſtipulations of which, as they ſay, are 
abſolutely falſe and forged. It is eaſy for the 


Auſtrian 
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Auftrian minifters to deny this convention ; but, 
beſides the facts that are publiſhed relating to it, 
' there are circumſtances which indicate at leaſt a 
concert.— In the beginning of June, the Ruffian 
troops approached the frontiers of Pruſſia.— An 
army of 70,000 men was formed in Livonia, at 
the ſame time that they were preparing at Vienna 


to aſſemble a firong army in Bohemia, which was 
to appear there under the name of an army of ob- 
ſervation. Towards the middle of that month, 
the Ruſſian troops received orders to return into 
their quarters, and the Aultriin camps were put 
eff till the next year. —Notwithſtanding all theſe 
ſuſpicioos and indications, the Eng would have 
been glad to hear from the court of Vienna, that 
they deny projects which would do no honour to 
| their moderation ; if they had vouchſafed to add a 
Word of anſwer to the demand which had been 
made them. — The point was, to give aflurances 
that they would not attack the king, either this 
year or the next. This was the moſt eſſential ar- 
ticle of M Klingrafe's memorial; and, it is pre- 
? cilely to this, that no manner of anſwer is given. 
Does not this filence ſufficiently ſhew what the de- 
* figns of the court of Vienna tend to? and, indeed, 
the contradiftion between their words and their 
actions is but too viſible —Let paciſic language oh 
1 the one hand, and numerous armies on the fron- 
tiers of Sileſia on the other; let a pretended aver- 
ſion to war, and at the ſame time, a retuſal of 
* thoſe poſitive aſſurances, which the king thought 
* he had a right to demand, be conſidered ; and 
then let it be aſked, which of the two wiſhes for 
war, the power wnoſe armies are encamped on 
his neighbour's frontiers, or that whoſe troops 
are quiet in their quarters ? 
It is plain, then, by this haughty and diſdainful 
answer, that the court of Vienna, far from de- 
firing 
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firing peace, breathe nothing but war; and pro- 
poſe, by continual artifices and haughtineſs, to 
drive the king into it, in order to have a pretext 
for reclaiming the aſſiſtance of their allies ; but it 
is not to be imagined, that thoſe allies tave pro- 
miſed ſuccours, to authorize the injuſtice of ſuch 
proceedings, and to hinder the king from prevent- 
ing deſigns which are but too evident; ſince, by 
refuſing the eſlurarces which the king demanded, 


they ſhew plainly enough that they are reiolved to 


diiturb the peace and anquillity which Germany 
has hitherto enjoyed. 

Altho' this anſwer leaves no further doubt about 
the deſigns of the empr ſs-quecn; and altho' it 
lays the king under the neceſſity of taking the 
or ly part which is conſiſtent with his honour and 
glory; is m3jeſty has been pleaſed ſtill to make 
one laſt attempt to 1thake the inflexibility of the 
court of Vienna: and, in taking the n«ceſſiry 
meaſures for his {ecurity, thought he ought not to 
negle& the only meass of preſerving peace .—it 
is with this view, that M. Klingraſe has had or- 
ders to declare a third time, that, if the empreſs 
would yet actually give a poſitive aſſurance, that 


ſhe would not attack the king, by name, either 


this year or the rext ; in that caſe his majefly | 
would directly withdraw his t100ps, and would re- 
ſore things to the ſtate wherein they ought to be. 
—}ut this laſt ſtep having been as fruitleſs as the | 
former one, his majeſty flatters himſelf, that, af- 


ter having exhauſted all that could be expecled 


ſrom his moderation, all Europe will render him 
the juſtice which is his due; and will be con- 


vinced, that it is not the king, but the ccurt of 


Vienna, that would have war. 
If the empreſs ſincerely defired peace, as ſhe 


would have it believed, why did ſhe not explain 


herſelf in clear terms, and in a formal menner, 
when 
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hen it was left to her option ?—But an anſwer 
o | which is equivocal, and ſuſceptible of any inter- 
© pretation; and a conſtant refuſal to give the only 
't | declaration that could fatisfy the king, ate 
- properly ſpeaking, nothing but a tacit avowal 
h of the dangerous projects of which ſhe is accuſed, 
-E this conduct, on the part cf the houſe of Auſtria 
y | gives the king no certainty for the future. On the 
?, 7 contrary, his majeſty, who has cloſely attended to 
0 | the conduct of that court in all their negotiations, 1s 
well acquainted with their practices, and with tae In- 
' ſinuations which they throw out to all the princes 
it of Europe, where they are actually at work to form 
it | leagues againſt Prufſia,—It is the knowledge of 
e theie pernicious deſigns which puts the king under 
d a neceſlity of preventing them. 

It is certain, that the king does commence hoſ- 
tilities :—but as this term has been frequently con- 
ſounded with aggreſſion ; and as the court of Vien- 
na is always attentive and ready to miſrepreſent the 
proceedings of Pruſſia; it is thought neceſſary to 
* diſtinguiſh the meaning of theſe words. By aggreſ- 
ſion is underſtood every act which is diametrically 
oppofite to the ſenſe of a treaty of peace. An of- 
fenſive league: — the ſtirring up of enemie, and 
prtompting them to make war upon another power, 
* —Defigns of invading another prince's dominious: 
a ſydden irrujtion :—A'l thete different circum- 
ſtances are ſo many aggreſſions; altho' the laft 
only can be properly called an hottili'y. 
Whoever prevents theſe aggreſſions may commit 
: Hoſtilities, but is not the aggreſſor, In the ſucceſſion 
2 war, when the troops of Savoy were in the Fiench 
army in Lombardy,the duke of Savoy made a treaty 

with. the emperor againſt France :—The French 
he 3 diſarmed theſe troops, and carried the war into Pied- 
in} mont.—lIt was therefore the duke of Savoy who 
er, was the aggreſſor ; and the French who firſt com- 
en mitted hoſtilities.— The league of Cambray was an 


I aggreſſion: 
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aggreſſion:—If the Venetians had then prevented 


their enemies, they would have committed the firſt 


hoſtilities ; but they would not have been the aggre- 


ſors. 


Since then tbe court of Vienna will break thro' 


treaties, guarantied by all the powers of Europe: 


— ſince their ambition wantonly overturns the 
moſt ſacred bars to the avarice of mankind :— and 
ſince they want to open to themſelves the way to deſ- 
potiſm over the German empire :—and their vaſt 
deſigns aim at nothing leſs than to overthrow that 
republic of princes which it is the duty of emperors 
to ſupport :—the king has reſolved generouſly to 
oppoſe the enemies of his country, and to prevent 
the fatal conſequences of this wicked project. 

His majeſty declares, that the liberties of the 


Germanic body ſhall not be buried but in the ſame 
grave with Pruſſia.——He calls heaven to witneſs, 
that having to no purpoſe, employed the moſt pro- 


per means to preſerve his own dominions, and 
all Germany, from the calamities of war, with 


which they were threatened ; he is forced to take 
up arms, to diſſipate a conſpiracy formed againſt his 
poſſeſſions and his crown ; after having tried every © 
method of reconciliation, even ſo far as to leave 


the empreſs arbiter of peace or war. 

If his majeſty departs from his uſual moderation, 
it is only becauſe it ceaſes to be a virtue, when his 
honour, his independency, his country, and his 


crown are at ſtake. 
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